COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th April, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Dan Cowman

Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. D. Geoghegan


Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan



Cllr. A.M. Power


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. Patrick J. Hillery, Mr. John Millea, Mr. Jim Collender, Mr. Donnacha O’Brien, Mr. Paddy Hourigan, Mrs. Eilish Mulcahy, Mr. Paddy Godfrey, Mr. Phillip Hennebry.


On the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, the meeting was adjourned for 5 minutes as a mark of respect for the former President Mr. Patrick J. Hillery.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Blackwater Community School Senior Hurling Team on winning the Senior B Hurling All Ireland 
Colleges Final.
· Comeragh Community Development Group for the clean up of the Comeragh Mountains on Easter 
Monday.

· Ms. Louise Clark, Chairperson of the Waterford Festival of Food Committee, Ms. Therese 
McDermott, Co-coordinator and all committee members and volunteers involved in a very 
successful Food Festival in Dungarvan.


On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to deal with items 4, 5 and 6.
It was proposed by Cllr. L. Brazil, seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, and agreed to allow Mr. Michael Keane address members.
(6)
PRESENTATION BY MR. MICHAEL KEANE, IRISH FARMERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Michael Keane, Irish Farmers Association, addressed members on WTO negotiations. He stressed the importance of rejecting concessions proposed by EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson and urged members to support the Notice of Motion submitted by the Irish Farmers Association.  It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and agreed to forward letter as follows to the Taoiseach, the Minister for Agriculture and the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
“That the position of EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson in the WTO negotiations represents a grave and unacceptable threat to Irish farming, the food industry and employment in the Irish economy; we call on the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Taoiseach to assert Ireland’s vital national interest at the highest level in Europe by rejecting Mandelson’s concessions.”

(4)
PRESENTATION BY PROFESSOR KIERAN BYRNE, WATERFORD INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Professor Kieran Byrne addressed members and stressed the importance of obtaining university status for W.I.T. for the South East Region.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager thanked Professor K. Byrne for attending and Councillors unanimously agreed to forward the following to the Taoiseach and the Minister for Education & Science:

“That Waterford County Council again states its support for the elevation of Waterford Institute of Technology to University of the South East and call on Government to advance the decision making process as a matter of urgency.  Undue delay on this strategic, regional, educational, social and economic decision is itself damaging this sustainable well presented case.  Waterford County Council calls on the Government to now urgently advance the University of the South East decision to its deserved approval.”

Cllr. P. Daly recommended that W.I.T. should make a submission regarding the Waterford Environs Study.  Mr. Byrne confirmed that this is being arranged.
(5)
PRESENTATION BY MR. THOMAS BYRNE, DIRECTOR OF SOUTH EAST REGIONAL AUTHORITY

Mr. Thomas Byrne addressed members regarding the South East Region Bioenergy Implementation Plan 2008-2013.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, thanked Mr. Byrne for his informative presentation and informed him that Waterford County Council has a Climate Change Strategy in place.  Mayor B. Kyne thanked Mr. Byrne for addressing members.  
 
(1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10th MARCH, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and agreed.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of March, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of March, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters arising:

Planning appeal
Cllrs. J. Tobin and K. Wilkinson referred to planning application reference PD 07/516 which was granted by Waterford County Council, appealed to An Bord Pleanála and refused after 8 months.  The Councillors asked why the Planning Department of Waterford County Council didn’t make a submission in support of the applicants.  In reply to Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that, while the Council may make submissions on planning appeals, this is not the normal practice.
(7)
TAKING IN CHARGE OF LIOS AN ÓIR, LISMORE


In reply to Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that the rear entrances from 
Chapel Street are exempt from planning and therefore do not effect the taking in charge of the estate.  On 
the proposal of Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, it was agreed to declare the roadway at Lios 
an Óir, Lismore, County Waterford to be a public road.

           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to declare the roadway at Lios an Óir, Lismore, County Waterford, to be a public road.”  

  (8)   
 CONSIDERATION OF ROAD WORKS SCHEME
· Cllr. B. Mansfield expressed disappointment that funding received for County Waterford is lower than the national average, and also that the Spring roundabout  and traffic calming at the Burgery  are not included in the Scheme.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director or Services stated that funding is available to design the roundabout at the Spring in 2008 and hopefully work will commence in 2009.   Cllr. B. Mansfield asked for an update on the route selection for the Dungarvan By-pass.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that work continues on the route selection and it is hoped to have revised drawings with the NRA in two months, which will then be followed by public consultation.   
· Cllr. B. Coffey stated that work is required at Portlaw bridge and criticised the drop in funding.  

 Cllr. T. Cronin proposed the adoption of the Road Works Scheme 2008, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson.  

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin,
Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Road Works Scheme 2008, as presented.”
         (9) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Sanitary Services

(a)
Cappoquin Sewerage Scheme


In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that progress is delayed due 
to a change made by the DEHLG to the contract documents. A reply is awaited from the DEHLG  
in regard to whether works can commence under the old contract documents.
(b)
Kinsalebeg to Youghal Bridge

Cllr. T. Cronin expressed concern at the odour in this area which may be from Youghal Landfill site.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up.
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Waterford Festival of Food

Councillors agreed that this was a great success and complimented all involved.  Cllr. T. Wright suggested that the cookery demonstrations could be more keenly priced, while Cllr. B. Mansfield  suggested reductions for the elderly.  
(b)
Smoke Alarms


Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to contact Cllr. B. Mansfield in regard to progress on 
installation of smoke alarms in Dungarvan.
(c)
Draft Biodiversity Plan



Mr. B. White, Director of Services, reminded members that the closing date for submissions is 17th 
April, 2008.

(d)
Pride of Place National Awards


Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed members that this event will take place in Lismore 
Castle on 8th November, 2008.

(e)
Clashmore Playground



Cllr. B. Kyne requested Mr. B. White, Director of Services, to progress this.
Environment

(a)
Monea

Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to illegal dumping in this area.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, agreed to ask the Enforcement Department to investigate.  
(b)
Waste Collection

Cllr. J. Tobin recommended that a reduced waste collection rate for rate payers should be introduced in 2009.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that there is a reduced rate already in place and agreed to publicise this.
(c)
Waste in Wooded areas

Cllr. L. Brazil stated that Coillte should be contacted re dumping in the wooded areas across the County and work with Waterford County Council in controlling the illegal dumping. 
(d)
Samshire


In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that until legalities are finalised Waterford County Council may not take direct action but may apply for remediation funding when all legal avenues are explored.
Fire
(a)
Ardmore Fire Station

Mayor B. Kyne referred to the recent official opening of Ardmore Fire Station and expressed his gratitude to the retained firefighters for their dedication.
(b)
Portlaw Fire Station

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. B. Coffey that a report will be before the SPC in time to allow consideration when preparing the 2009 budget.  
(c)
Tallow Fire Station


Cllr. J. Tobin asked why Waterford County Council prioritised Lismore ahead of Tallow.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, replied that the Department had requested a priority list and the Chief Fire Officer provided this based on callouts.  A decision is currently awaited from the Department.
Roads

(a)
Sir Thomas Bridge


Cllr. M. Greene thanked Waterford County Council for their efforts in getting lights erected at this Bridge.  She added they are not yet in operation.

(b)
Traffic, Tramore


Cllr. L. O’Sullivan welcomed the forthcoming meeting re traffic management in Tramore.

(c)
Public Lighting Progamme


Cllr. G. Barron proposed proceeding with Year 1 of the Public Lighting Programme. This was seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil and agreed.




Resolution




Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,


Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved, 

        

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with Year 1 of the Public 
Lighting Programme, as circulated.”

(d)
Helvick Pier


In response to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to contact the Department of the Marine and Waterford’s Oireachtas members regarding funding for urgently required works.
(e)
Pedestrian crossing on N72

Cllr. N. Flynn stated that a temporary measure is required pending completion of sewerage works. J. O’Flynn agreed to consider low cost safety measures at this location.
(f)
Footpaths near Ardmore Fire Station


Cllr. T. Cronin stated that the footpaths at this location are very poor.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to ask Area Engineer to follow up.

(g)
Sightlines, Ballylemon Cross

At the request of Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to contact the N.R.A. regarding this area.
(h)
Pedestrian Crossing Outside Civic Offices


Cllr. T. Higgins expressed concern at this pedestrian crossing and asked why no lights have been erected.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services explained that Dungarvan Town Council is responsible and agreed to inform the Town Clerk of concerns expressed.
Housing
(a)
Housing Grants


Cllr. M. Greene stated that there is a long delay with the HSE in Clonmel.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, agreed to contact the HSE directly to expedite applications.

(b)
Housing development Cappoquin

In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that an agreement is in place to deliver two social/affordable houses and agreed to address the delays in transfer. 
(c)
Housing, Modeligo


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. K. Wilkinson that land is coming on the market shortly and will be investigated.

(d)
Illegal Encampment, Ring Cross


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. B. Mansfield that this matter is being dealt with.  

(10)   CORRESPONDENCE
          The following correspondence was circulated to all members 

1.
Letter from Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 27th March, 2008, regarding Tallow Fire Station.

2.
Letter from Health Service Executive, dated 19th March, 2008, regarding cystic fibrosis services.

3.
Email from Leitrim County Council, dated 28th March, 2008, regarding viable and workable Freight Service on all mainline rail lines.

4.
Email from Friends of the Elderly, dated 23rd March, 2008, regarding ‘Ireland’s Oldest Working Person 2008.’
5.
Letter from Mr. Austin Flynn, dated 25th March, 2008, regarding Waterford Association of New York.  Cllr. J. Tobin thanked Mr. Flynn for his letter and stated that it was a pleasure being associated with him.
Handed out on day:

· Letter from Terry Leyden, dated 8th April, 2008, regarding Lisbon Treaty Referendum.

· Letter from South Tipperary County Council, dated 10th April, 2008, regarding the


operation of Housing Agencies Respond and Cluid.

· Sustainable Energy Ireland – Energy Update Winter-Spring 2008

(11)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 10th March

to 14th April, 2008, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	LAMA Annual Conference
	Trim, Co. Meath
	27th & 28th March
	D. Doocey
J. Carey

A.M. Power

N. Flynn

P. O’Callaghan

D. Cowman

P. Daly

L. O’Sullivan

J. Tobin

M. Greene

	ACCC Annual Conference
	Swords, Co. Dublin
	6th-8th March
	P. O’Callaghan
N. Flynn

J. Carey

P. Nugent

G. Barron

L. O’Sullivan

	Training Seminar for Councillors
	Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
	7th-9th March
	D. Geoghegan

	Rattoo Heritage Society Conference 
	Ballybunion, Co. Kerry
	2nd – 6th April
	P. Daly
J. Tobin

D. Cowman

L. O’Sullivan

T. Higgins

E. Leahy


(12)    NOTICE OF MOTION

Cllr. B. Coffey moved on the following Notices of Motion
“That Waterford County Council will take in charge the “Woodlands Housing Estate Portlaw” as requested by the majority of the Woodlands Residents Association as outlined in the new policy guide issued to planning authorities by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the 26th February 2008.”
Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that a number of outstanding issues need to be resolved by the contractor before the estate can be taken in charge.

“That Waterford County Council calls on the Department of Community & Social Affairs to

             
introduce a  waiver for the flat fees charged by local authorities in respect of  waste collection for

             
all old age pensioners.”
Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and agreed to forward letter to the Minister for Community & Social Affairs.
   
Cllr. C. Ó Riain moved on the following Notice of Motion

     “That Waterford County Council take over the Spa Estate, Clonmel and to upgrade the roadway and footpaths in the area.”

     Proposed by Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that Area Engineer is carrying out an assessment at present and agreed to liaise with Cllrs. Ó Riain and Greene when assessment is compiled.
On the proposal of Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to

deal with remaining items.

(13)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(a)

Presentations




Cllr. K. Wilkinson referred to the  presentations made at the beginning of the meeting, stating that 3 

are too many in one meeting.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that this was a one-off as 


one of these had been deferred from the March meeting.
(b)

Comeragh



Cllr. L. Brazil referred to lambs killed on the Comeraghs at the weekend and pleaded 



with owners to take control of their dogs to avoid this slaughter.

     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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