COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th January, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey



Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Thomas Cronin



Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey



Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary



On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to 


deal with item No. 4 on the Agenda, Votes of Sympathy and Votes of Congratulations.
 
(4)

FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY 



Cllr. P. Daly proposed cooption of Ms. Elaine Leahy to fill the casual vacancy on the Council. This was seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin and agreed unanimously.  Mayor B. Kyne, along with numerous Councillors, welcomed Elaine to the Council and wished her well. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, welcomed Cllr. Leahy on behalf of himself and staff of Waterford County Council.  Cllr. E. Leahy then thanked her proposer and seconder and stated that she looked forward to making a valuable contribution during her time on the Council.
Mayor B. Kyne stated that the current three vacancies on committees would be filled at the 
February Council meeting.


Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,


Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved unanimously, 


 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, co-opt Ms. Elaine Leahy to 



Waterford County Council to fill the casual vacancy.”


VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mrs. Birdie Houlihan, Mr. Vincent O’Brien, Mr. Eddie Quinlan, Mr. Al O’Connor, Mrs. Crowley.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

· Nationwide on their recent coverage of County Waterford.

· Mr. Eoin Murphy and Ms. Paula Goulding on winning the Jigs and Reels competition.
 
(1) (a)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10th DECEMBER, 2007

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and agreed.
 (1) (b)
MINUTES OF ADJOURNED MEETING HELD ON 18th DECEMBER, 2007

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and agreed.

 (1) (c)
MINUTES OF BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 18th DECEMBER, 2007

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and agreed.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of December, 2007, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of December, 2007, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
(5)
BROADBAND COVERAGE IN COUNTY WATERFORD, PRESENTATION BY TONY BURKE,

HEAD OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Mr. T. Burke, Head of I.T. gave a detailed presentation on broadband coverage across the County.  A number of Councillors expressed concern for the areas in the County where Broadband is not available.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, stated that the Council was conscious of the importance of broadband availability and undertook to pursue the matter with the various providers.
(6)
  ANNUAL DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND ANNUAL DONATION STATEMENT 


Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary, referred to the relevant forms which were circulated to all Councillors and reminded members that the Declaration of Interest should be returned by 29th February and the Donation Statement by 31st January, 2008.


(7)
TALLOW  VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT 


As Chairperson of the SPC, Cllr. L. O’Sullivan proposed the adoption of the Tallow Village Design Statement. This was seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin and agreed unanimously. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that he would work with the Community Council to progress the various actions in the Plan. 
           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Tallow Village Design Statement, as circulated.”

  (8)   
LOCAL BIODIVERSITY PLAN FOR COUNTY WATERFORD
          
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that there is legal obligation on Waterford County Council to prepare a 5 year programme of works to conserve biodiversity in County Waterford.  It was agreed that the Local Biodiversity Plan for County Waterford would be advertised, on the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan.  
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,

Seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to advertise the Draft Local Biodiversity Plan for County Waterford, as circulated.”

         (9) 
PROPOSED MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF COUNTY WATERFORD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 FOR THE PURPOSES OF DEVELOPMENT ON A SITE OF CIRCA 28.4 HECTARES AT BALLYMABIN, DUNMORE EAST, COUNTY WATERFORD
  On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed material contravention of County Waterford Development Plan 2005-2011 for the purposes of development on a site of circa 28.4 hectares at Ballymabin, Dunmore East, County Waterford.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 
         “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with Material Contravention of

         Waterford County Development Plan – PD 06/1395, development on a site of circa. 28.4 hectares at

         Ballymabin, Dunmore East, Co. Waterford, Messrs. Gavin Sweeney & Rupert Musgrave.”       
 (10)     CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 2008-2012
  Details of the proposed scheme were outlined by D. McCarthy, Director of Services. The following matters were clarified to Councillors:
· Agricultural developments relating to the Nitrates Directive will be exempt.

· The scheme will apply to any house extension over 40sqm to the front or side of a house. 

· The scheme will apply to affordable housing.

· The scheme will apply to any change of use which requires planning permission.

Cllr. P. Daly then proposed that the meeting be adjourned for 5 minutes. This was seconded by Cllr. M. Greene and agreed.


On resumption, the Development Contribution Scheme, 2008-2012 was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron.   A vote was taken on a show of hands and resulted as follows:

FOR:

22


AGAINST: 1

FOR:

G. Barron, L. Brazil, J. Carey, B. Coffey, D. Cowman, T. Cronin, P. Daly, D. Doocey, N. 


Flynn, D. Geoghegan, M. Greene, T. Higgins, B. Kyne, E. Leahy, P. Nugent, P. 




O’Callaghan, C. Ó Riain, L. O’Sullivan, A.M. Power, J. Tobin, K. Wilkinson, T. Wright.


AGAINST:
B. Mansfield


Resolution
  Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,
  Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 
         “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Draft Contribution Scheme, 2008-2012, as

         circulated.” 
        (11)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Community & Enterprise
(a)
2008 Calendar

Cllr. J. Tobin complimented Ms. Rose Ryall on the production of the 2008 Heritage calendar.

(b)
Dungarvan to Durrow Old Railway Line


Mr. B. White, Director of Services, assured Cllr.Mansfield that Waterford County Council will 
remain committed to developing the railway walk from Dungarvan to Durrow.
(c)
Capital Funding Schemes



Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed members that applications are being invited for funding under capital schemes and agreed to issue application forms to Councillors..

Environment

(a)
Bottle collections

In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that negotiations are taking place with vintners at present and it is hoped to resolve the matter shortly.
(b)
Michel Site, Portlaw


Cllr. B. Coffey raised concerns about the odour from this factory in the Portlaw area.  It was agreed that this would be investigated, and that Waterford County Council would keep residents and local Councillors informed.
(c)
Derelict buildings, Cappoquin


Cllr. N. Flynn asked that urgent action be taken in regard to two derelict properies in Cappoquin. Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that derelict site notices have been served on owners of both buildings and files have been referred for action to the Council’s legal advisors.

(d)
Samshire Site, Lismore.

In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that legal proceedings are still pending and agreed to contact local Councillors directly on the matter.
(e)
Environmental Awards


Cllr. G. Barron asked that the Environmental Awards be re-introduced.  It was agreed that this would be referred to the relevant SPC for attention.
(f)
Upkeep of graveyards


In response to Cllr. G. Barron, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that, under the 2007 Heritage Plan, over 100 graveyards were surveyed and the findings would be brought to the Council shortly. Arrangements are underway to hold a seminar during 2008 to discuss preservation of graveyards/monuments etc.
Fire

(a)
Portlaw Fire Station

In reply to Cllr. B. Coffey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Service stated that no decision has been made yet in regard to a location for the new fire tender.  
 (b)
Funding for Fire Stations


In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that details have not yet been received.

(c)
Ardmore Fire Station


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services agreed to arrange official opening of Ardmore Fire Station.

(d)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station


In response to Cllr. G. Barron, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that a submission will be made to the Department within the next two months.
Roads

(a)
Road near driving range, Tramore

Cllr. J. Carey brought the poor condition of this road to the attention of the County Engineer.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up.
(b)
Tallow Link Road

In response to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that it is hoped to get funding for this during 2008.

(c)
Droichead an Uisce


Cllr. B. Mansfield complimented all involved for carrying out the recent road works at this location.

(d)
Helvick Pier


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that approval has been sought from the Department to carry over unused funding allocated for work on Helvick Pier.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, is to arrange for repair of light at end of pier.
(e)
Dungarvan Environs Outer By-pass


Cllr. T. Wright recommended that Waterford County Council should wait until route is selected before zoning of lands commences.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that areas proposed for re-zoning areas would not be near any of the chosen routes.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that it is hoped to have a decision on the recommended route by end of February from the NRA.

(f)
Cappoquin


Cllr. K. Wilkinson asked if there is pedestrian crossing in traffic management plan for Cappoquin. Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to contact the Councillor directly on this.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services,  agreed to arrange for examination of flooding at Barracks Cross on the N72 beyond Cappagh Post Office.  

(g)
Sir Thomas Bridge


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that the E.S.B. and Waterford County Council have carried out the necessary works and the delay is with the suppliers of the poles.

(h)
Speed limits


In reply to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated the Draft is being translated at present and hoped to advertise in mid January.

Housing

(a)
New houses, Portlaw

Cllr. B. Coffey complimented all staff involved in the construction of the houses and asked to have them speedily allocated.

(b)
Old Community Hall, Ballymacarbry


Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to the dangerous condition of this building and asked who was responsible for remedial works.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager to examine and revert.  
(12)   CORRESPONDENCE
          The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1.
Letter from South Tipperary County Council, dated 3rd January, 2008, regarding Notice of Motion “That the Manager explain the system operating for cyclists, at roundabouts and where traffic calming measures have been put in place, from a safety viewpoint.”

2.
Letter from Clonmel Borough Council, dated 28th December, 2007, regarding a Notice of Motion – proposal for introduction of a clamping system for people who are parking in disabled persons car parking spaces.

3.
Letter from Clonmel Borough Council, dated 28th December, 2007, supporting Waterford County Councils Notice of Motion regarding anomaly which exists in the Mortgage Subside Scheme.

4.
Email from Waterford City Council, dated 10th December, 2007, regarding designation of Waterford Institute of Technology as the University of the South East.  At the request of Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to support this email and also forward to the Minister.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager to invite Prof. K. Byrne to address members.
(13)
CONFERENCES
          A list of upcoming conferences was circulated to members.  
     (14)
NOTICES OF MOTION

Cllr. B. Kyne moved on the following Notice of Motion

1.
“That Waterford County Council provides details of Enforcement proceedings taken in respect of An 
Crompán, The Burgery, Dungarvan, outlining date(s) and types of Notices served and progress of 
any legal proceedings instituted and/or subsequently withdrawn for non-compliance.”
    2.
“That the Management of Waterford County Council, in conjunction with the SPC for 
Planning & 
Infrastructure initiate a more robust and transparent system to tackle non-compliance.  This new 
system should make it easier for Residents and Councillors who raise non-compliance issues, to track 
what progress is being made on that particular issue.”



Proposed by Mayor B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services gave detailed report on proceedings at An Crompán, The Burgery, stating that file is with the Solicitor at present.  This report was welcomed by Cllr. B. Kyne, who stated that he is not against developers but is aware of a number of estates that are non-compliant for lengthy periods.  Cllr. B. Kyne, along with Cllr. J. Tobin, welcomed the new policy with regard to taking-in-charge of housing estates and enforcement action to be taken where estates are not completed.    
This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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