COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th July, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Dan Cowman

Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Billy Kyne

Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Donald Brady, A/Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Donal Murphy, A/Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mrs. Mary Fraher, Mr. Michael Flynn and Mrs. Nora Barry.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES
· Dungarvan U-14 football team who won the Féile Peil.

· Helvick Head Lifeboat Fundraising Committee on their successful annual fundraising day.

· Mr. Jamie Costin and Mr. Geoff Power on qualifying for the Olympics.  Cllr. L. O’Sullivan       

             recommended that a civic reception should be held for Mr. Costin and Mr. Curran on their return     

             from the Olympics.
· Tramore Development Trust for their contribution to Tramore over the past 10 years.
· Fenor Bog Group on receiving an international award from the Dutch Foundation in recognition of

             their role in conserving the local fenland.

On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the recent fire at Samshire, Lismore. Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that the Fire Service had dealt with the incident following the outbreak of fire on Sunday night and firefighters would remain on site until the fire was fully under control. Residents in the adjoining housing estate had been temporarily evacuated and, pending results of tests taken, would be allowed re-enter their homes later today.  Mr. Curran agreed to keep members informed of the situation.  
 
(1) (a)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9th JUNE, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and agreed.

Matters Arising:

Passage East.
Cllr. J. Carey referred to damage caused to the pier at Passage by the Ferry and requested an update on repairs required.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to contact the Ferry Company on the matter.

Public Lighting.

J. O’Flynn agreed to contact the ESB re maintenance of public lights in Tallow, at the request of Cllr. J. Tobin. Copy of the maintenance contract is to be forwarded to Cllr. Tobin.

Bridge at Portlaw.

J. O’Flynn agreed to contact Cllr. B. Coffey directly on this matter.


(1) (b)
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 16th JUNE, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and agreed.


REPORT ON PROGRESS OF CORPORATE PLAN


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, gave a presentation on progress achieved to date under the various headings identified in  the Council’s Corporate Plan. At the request of Cllr. A.M. Power, he agreed to contact the Department regarding progression of  Broadband within the County.     

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of June, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of June, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters Arising:
PD 08/285
Cllr. L. Brazil stated that this application has been appealed to An Bord Pleanála and requested Waterford County Council to make a submission.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Service stated that it is intended to do so upon receipt of correspondence from An Bord Pleanála.  
Tramore Secondary Schools

Cllr. A.M. Power referred to the 50 pre-fabs being used as classrooms in the Tramore area, while the site purchased by the OPW for amalgamation of the schools involved remains vacant.  She requested the support of officials and the County Mayor to progress this urgent matter.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that a meeting has taken place between Waterford County Council, the OPW and the Department of Education & Science but no planning application has yet been received.  It was agreed that a letter would issue to both parties.
Decrease in planning applications received

Cllr. D. Doocey referred to the loss of income arising from a reduction in planning applications and asked if Waterford County Council has an alternative plan to offset the decrease.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, replied that the decrease in applications had been anticipated and was reflected in the Council’s budget.

Bio Farms

In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that the South East Regional Authority Policy on Bio Farms had been adopted by Waterford County Council.

Roundabout at Cappoquin

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, informed Cllr. N. Flynn that the design, expected shortly from the NRA, would be forwarded to her.
(4)
PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER POLICY OF TAKING IN CHARGE OF HOUSING ESTATES
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, outlined details of the proposed policy which had been circulated to members. On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to adopt the Policy of Taking in Charge of Housing Estates, as presented.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Policy of Taking in Charge of Housing Estates, as presented.”
(5)
PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER DRAFT WATERFORD CITY ENVIRONS LOCAL AREA PLAN 2008-2014 & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
Cllr. J. Carey requested that material amendments agreed at Area Meetings should be put on public display and this was agreed. On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to adopt the Draft Waterford City Environs Local Area Plan 2008-2014 & Draft Environmental Report, in accordance with the Managers Report and subject to material amendments agreed at Area Meetings being placed on public display.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Draft Waterford City Environs Local Area Plan 2008-2014 & Draft Environmental Report, in accordance with the Managers Report and subject to amendments agreed at Area Meetings.  Material amendments to Draft Local Area Plan to be placed on public display.”
  (6) 
PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 AT COOLNAMUCK, CO. WATERFORD
On the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey, it was agreed to proceed with the  Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at Coolnamuck, Co. Waterford, PD 07/1341.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr.  M. Greene,

Seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at Coolnamuck, Co. Waterford, PD 07/1341.”
(7)
CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.62 ACRES AT KILLURE, BALLYNAKILL, WATERFORD TO MR. WALTER WHITTLE, KILLURE, BALLYNAKILL, WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to dispose of 0.62 acres at Killure, Ballynakill, Waterford to Mr. Walter Whittle, Killure, Ballynakill, Waterford, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 27/06/08  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, 

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to dispose of 0.62 acres at Killure, Ballynakill, Waterford to Mr. Walter Whittle, Killure, Ballynakill, Waterford, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 27/06/08, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”  

(8)    CONSIDERATION TO PROCEED WITH PROPOSED WORKS AT LISMORE WASTE WATER

             TREATMENT PLAN, LISMORE, COUNTY WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION

             179(3) OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000


In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that all 7 sewerage schemes will move ahead together as planned.  On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, it was agreed to proceed with proposed works at Lismore Waste Water Treatment Plan, Lismore, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.



Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, 

Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with proposed works at Lismore Waste Water Treatment Plan, Lismore, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.”

(9)       CONSIDERATION TO PROCEED WITH PROPOSED WORKS AT BALLYDUFF LOWER

           PUMPING STATION, BALLYDUFF LOWER, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH

           SECTION 179(3) OF THE PLANNING &DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000

On the proposal of Cllr. E. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was to proceed with proposed works at Ballyduff Lower Pumping Station, in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. E. Leahy,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with proposed works at Ballyduff Lower Pumping Station, in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.”

(10)     CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2007


It was proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2007, as presented.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Draft Annual Report, 2007, as presented.”

 (11)     CONSIDERATION OF SCHEME OF PRIORITIES FOR LETTING OF HOUSES

Adoption of the Scheme as circulated was proposed by Cllr. M. Greene, Chairperson of the SPC for Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services. This was seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power and agreed..

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene,

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Scheme of Priorities for Letting of Houses.”

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, confirmed to Cllr. P. Daly that every effort would be made to contact the applicants before names are deleted from lists. He added that recommendations for amendments to the Scheme can go before the SPC at a later date if necessary. At the request of Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. Curran agreed to examine the possibility of involving Councillors on the Anti Social Behavior Group.

Part V

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Councillors that the Part V Policy was being amended to allow land or money to be taken instead of houses in specific instances, arising from the need to balance supply and demand with availability of capital funding.  He confirmed that any money received under Part V must be ring fenced for provision of social and affordable housing.
Housing Grants

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed members that 75% of available grants had been spent to date and the balance would go towards works already approved and emergency works that may arise. An application had been made for additional funding and a reply is awaited. Cllr. B. Coffey suggested keeping some of the remaining funds for applications delayed due to the need for an occupational therapist’s report.
 (12)     CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE SOCIAL INCLUSION GRANTS 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, it was agreed to the approve the Social

Inclusion Grants, as presented.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, 

Seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to approve the Social Inclusion Grants, as presented.”

(13)   SERVICE COSTING ACCOUNTING

Mr. D. Murphy, A/Head of Finance, explained in detail the new accounting system which will used in drafting the budget for 2009.
 (14)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Community & Enterprise
(a) Playground, Tramore
In response to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services stated that a second playground is proposed for Tramore but will be subject to funds being raised locally.
(b) Smoke Alarm Scheme
Cllr. B. Mansfield stated that no smoke alarms have been fitted in the Dungarvan area under this Scheme.  Cllr. M. Greene said that some Areas were encountering difficulties in getting volunteers to fit the smoke alarms.  Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services, agreed to investigate further and revert to Cllr. Mansfield.  
(c) Heritage Week
Cllr. D. Geoghegan referred to the upcoming Heritage Week and requested the removal of seaweed from Clonea Beach.  
(d)
Arts Collection
Cllr. D. Geoghegan complimented Waterford County Council on the Civic Arts Collection and recommended that photographs should also be included.  Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services, informed Cllr. Geoghegan that it has been agreed to include photography in the future.
(e)
Tramore Business Park


Cllr. A.M. Power raised concern that the delay on the Riverstown Relief Road is effecting business at Tramore Business Park and requested that Waterford County Council assist with signage and promotion of the park. D. Brady agreed to progress this.
(f) Grant Aid

Cllr. T. Cronin asked that the decision on a grant application from Ardmore GAA Club GAA club be reviewed.
(g) Strand, Lismore

Cllr. D. Doocey requested that the area surrounding the Strand at Lismore should be cleared pending good weather.
Environment
(a)
Dog fouling
In reply to Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that it is proposed to improve signage and involve the Litter Wardens in enforcement to address this problem.
(b)
Rubbish, Cruachán
Cllr. D. Geoghegan referred to the recent rubbish found at Cruachán and asked what action would be taken.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that prosecutions will be taken if the persons responsible are identified.
(c)
Increase in landfill levy
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that the 33% increase was expected and incorporated into the 2008 Budget.  
(d)
Cappoquin
Cllr. N. Flynn requested a written report on Condon’s site, Cappoquin.
Fire

(a) Capital funding
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, confirmed that no funding had been allocated to Waterford County Council for 2009.  Cllr. J. Tobin recommended that a letter issue to the Minister stating that four fire stations are required, adding that Tallow should be started first as it was approved in 2001. 

(b)
Fire Service Personnel
In response to Cllr. B. Coffey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that a report re staffing levels will be discussed at the September SPC meeting and thereafter at a Council meeting.
(c)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. L. Brazil that the proposal for Kilmacthomas Fire Station is with the Department.
Roads
(a)
Illegal Encampment, Ballinacourty
Cllr. B. Kyne recommended that action be taken to prevent illegal encampments in future at Ballinard, Ballinacourty.  Cllr. B. Mansfield stated that a more co-ordinated approach should be taken as Waterford County Council has had to deal with a number of illegal encampments over the past few weeks. He added that a fence was damaged to gain access and Gardai should be involved.   Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services confirmed that Gardai were contacted regarding this.
(b)         Cappoquin
Cllr. N. Flynn requested a written report on the CPO, Barrack Street, Cappoquin.
(c)
Pedestrian Crossing, The Spring



At the request of Cllr. T. Wright,  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to check the lights at this location.  Cllr. Wright suggested that footpath could also be extended in this area.
(d) CLÁR Funding

In response to Cllr. M. Greene, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that no allocation has been received re CLÁR.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan requested that members be informed of any correspondence received. 
(e) Dungarvan By-pass

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. P. Nugent that a decision on this is awaited from the NRA.

(f) Road leading to housing estate at Ballinagoul

Cllr. B. Mansfield asked for update on this.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that the Area Engineer has examined the area and a costing is currently being organised.

(g) Cliff Stabilization under Ring College

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. Mansfield that a meeting had been arranged to discuss this.

(h) Airport Road

Cllr. P. Daly asked that signage will be included in this project.

Housing
(a)
Houses at Crooke
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, confirmed to Cllr. J. Carey that these houses would be allocated within a few days.
Sanitary Services

(a)
Odour, Ballinacourty Treatment Plant
Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to have odour in this area investigated.

(b)
Knockrower Sewerage Scheme


Cllr. L. Brazil requested a written report on this Scheme.

(c)
Curraheen


Cllr. D. Doocey requested that the water mains in this area should be examined.  

(15)   CORRESPONDENCE
          The following correspondence was circulated to all members 

1. Letter from Standards in Public Office Commission, dated 28th April, 2008, regarding Ethics in Public

  Office Acts 1995 and 2001

2. Letter from Offaly County Council, dated 27th June, 2008, regarding payment for people in private

       nursing homes.

3. Letter from Offaly County Council, dated 27th June, 2008, regarding the UN Convention no the Rights of

       People with Disability.

4. Email from Sligo County Council, dated 24th June, 2008, regarding Sligo General Hospitals catchment

        area.

5. Letter from Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Co. Council, dated 6th June, 2008, regarding “Fix Odds Betting

        Terminals” into bookmakers’ shops.

6. Email from Kilrush Town Council, dated 4th July 2008, regarding water charges on schools.

7. Annual Progress Report on the Corporate Plan, from Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services.

8. Heritage Week in County Waterford 2008

9. Letter from Listowel Town Council, dated 4th June, 2008, regarding ‘all future housing stock for our

        elderly/living alone be fitted with a ‘peep-hole’ in their front doors “.

10. Letter from Dublin City Council, dated 16th May, 2008, regarding International Women’s Day.

11. Email from Sligo County Council, dated 8th July, 2008, regarding the Lisbon Treaty.

12. Letter from Westmeath County Council, dated 1st July, 2008, regarding ‘the severe implications that the

       EU Directive on the Protection of Habitat Species’.

13. Higher Education Grants Scheme, 2008/2009 

          Handed out on day:

          Brochure - Association of Irish Festival Events (AOIFE) 

          Sherkin newspaper
(16)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,
Seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 25th May to

5th July, 2008, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Byrne Perry Summer School
	Co. Wexford.
	27th – 29th June
	P. Nugent
L. Brazil

D. Geoghegan

	The Local Government Housing Service
	Co. Louth
	6th – 8th June
	G. Barron

	Sustaining Social Housing Communities
	Portlaoise
	5th June
	M. Greene

	Regional Seminar for Green Paper
	Waterford City
	13th June
	D. Geoghegan
J. Carey

A.M. Power

	Synge Summer School 2008
	Co. Wicklow
	29th June – 5th July
	L. O’Sullivan

P. Daly

J. Tobin

E. Leahy

	Mitchell Conference
	Belfast
	25th May
	T. Cronin

K. Wilkinson


(17)     NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. L. O’Sullivan moved on the following Notice of Motion:
“That Waterford County Council calls on the Health Service Executive to provide the same

standard of service and level of care to new born children as they did up to two years ago, in

Waterford City and County.”

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, and agreed.  Letter to issue.
  Cllr. K. Wilkinson requested written reports on the following Notices of Motion:

  “That Waterford County Council declare the road in the townland of Clashnagoneen to the

  junction of the N72 a public road and also the road in the town of Ballyhane/Poulbautia.”

“That Waterford County Council extends the current bin service to include the houses in Kilbree,

Cappoquin.”

(18)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· In response to Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that a Protocol Committee, consisting of the CPG, had been established.
     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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