COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th June, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Dan Cowman


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. John O’Flynn, Deputy County Manager




Mr. Pat McCarthy, A/Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mrs. Mary Hallinan, Mr. Michael Maguire, Mr. David and Ian Wall, Mrs. Biddy Ahearn, Mr. Anthony King, Mrs. Sadie Rogers, Mr. Patrick Power and Mr.  Jim Barton. 

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Mr. Colm Kerr and Mr. Gearóid O’Brien, Tramore on their new appointments.
 
(1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th MAY, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. B. Mansfield, and agreed.

Matters Arising:

(a) Variation No. 10 of the Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, Dungarvan Environs 

Variation 

Cllr. A.M. Power asked if the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government had contacted Waterford County Council regarding the recent variation of the County Development Plan.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that the Department had requested a report on the process, which was forwarded. He agreed to forward copy of this report to all Councillors, on request from Cllr. T. Wright.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of May, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of May, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters Arising:
PD 07/286

Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the refusal of this planning application by An Bord Pleanála and asked if the decision would effect the development of the proposed roundabout.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that the NRA is currently preparing a design for the roundabout and a decision will be made when this is available.
(4)
PRESENTATION BY MS. B. GUEST, HERITAGE OFFICER & CONSIDERATION TO ENDORSE BIODIVERSITY PLAN

Ms. B. Guest, Heritage Officer, gave a detailed summary of the Biodiversity Plan, adding that the Heritage Forum and Strategic Policy Committee had endorsed same.  On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed to adopt the Biodiversity Plan as circulated.

(5)
CONSIDERATION OF MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005–2011: PD 07/1457, PLANNING PERMISSION FOR DWELLING AND ASSOCIATED WORKS AT CHURCH LANE, STRADBALLYMORE, STRADBALLY, CO.

WATERFORD,
On the proposal of Cllr. L. Brazil, seconded by Cllr. E. Leahy, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005–2011: PD 07/1457 - planning permission for dwelling and associated works at Church Lane, Stradballymore, Stradbally, Co.

Waterford.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. Brazil,
Seconded by Cllr. E. Leahy, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011- PD 07/1457, planning permission for dwelling and associated works at Church Lane, Stradballymore, Stradbally, Co. Waterford.” 
  (6) 
CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS SCHEME
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, it was agreed to adopt the Local Improvements Scheme, as circulated. 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Local Improvements Scheme,  as circulated.”
(7)
CONSIDERATION TO ENTER AN AGREEMENT WITH WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL IN RELATION TO PROVISION OF DOG WARDEN SERVICE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 86 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 

On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey, it was agreed to enter an Agreement with Waterford City Council in relation to provision of a Dog Warden Service, in accordance with Section 86 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,
Seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, enter an Agreement with Waterford City Council in relation to provision of a Dog Warden Service, in accordance with Section 86 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

          (8) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Sanitary Service

(a) Ballinroad Treatment Plant

In response to Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. P. McCarthy, A/Director of Services, stated that work is progressing as scheduled for the decommissioning of the plant and this should decrease any odours encountered at present.
(b) Knockrower Sewerage Scheme

Mr. P. McCarthy, A/Director of Services, informed Cllr. L. Brazil that final works on upgrading pumps are being completed and the Scheme will be taken over by Waterford County Council when these are finalised.  

(c) Sewerage Scheme, Kilmacthomas

Cllr. G. Barron complimented Coffey Construction, Mr. James Murray, Area Engineer, and Mr. Thomas Morrissey, GSS, for their continued work on this Scheme.

(d)
Proposal for Water 
Cllr. J. Tobin recommended that water pipes should be laid before carrying out road restoration in Tallow.  

(e) Cappoquin Sewerage Scheme

J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, informed Cllr. N. Flynn that the DEHLG has directed that the new Conditions of Contract must be used for this scheme. He confirmed that work on the new documents has commenced and that tenders would be advertised in August/September if Departmental approval is received.
(f)
Water/Sewerage Connection Charges 
Cllr. D. Doocey recommended that connection charges for water and sewerage should be waived for new houses, following the recent increase in development contributions.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, informed Cllr. Doocey that the connection fees reflect actual costs of connection and may not be waived.
(g)
Public Lighting Programme


Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, stated that Years 2 and 3 of the Public Lighting Programme will be before members for consideration at the September Council Meeting. He agreed to contact the ESB regarding repairs needed in Tallow.
Roads

(a)
Airport Road
In reply to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, stated that works will continue as far as the entrance to the industrial estate in this phase.

(b)
Bridge at Portlaw
Cllr. B. Coffey requested that a contractor be appointed to examine the emergency works required on this bridge and that emergency funding be sought to carry out the works.
(c)
CLÁR Programme
Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, stated that an allocation has not yet been received by Waterford County Council.
(d)
Road at Ballinagoul
In reply to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Deputy County Manager, stated that a report is being prepared by the Senior Engineer, Roads Department.

(e)
Cutting back of roadside grass


Cllr. T. Cronin requested the cutting back of hedges on roads in the interest of safety, particularly on roads leading to beaches.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, agreed to examine specific areas upon request.  

(f)
Ballinroad


Cllr. P. Nugent asked if a footpath could be provided from the hall to the church in Ballinroad.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, stated that this will be done as part of the Council’s 3-year footpath programme.
(g)
Riverstown Relief Road, Tramore


Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, informed Cllr. A.M. Power that work will continue on this road in 2008. There is a further proposal in place for an access road to the new racecourse/airport..
(h) Dunmore East Golf Club

At the request of Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, agreed to get the Area Engineer to examine access road to the Golf Club.

(i) Footpath outside Whitfield

Cllr. J. Carey recommended that footpaths should be provided from Whitfield clinic to the garage.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, stated that NRA approval would be required and agreed to examine.
(j) River Suir Drainage Scheme

Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, agreed to contact the Minister requesting him to contact the OPW regarding inclusion of the Dungarvan Road in the scheme. 
(k) New road to Clonea

Cllr. D. Geoghegan recommended that Waterford County Council take immediate action on the newly upgraded road to Clonea to prevent illegal encampments.

(l) Roundabout at Ballinroad/Clonea

At the request of Cllr. T. Higgins, Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, agreed to examine the impact on sight distance of a low level sign located at this roundabout.
Fire

(a) Capital Programme

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. D. Doocey that no allocation has yet been received from the Department.

(b) Fire Service Call Outs

In response to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, confirmed that the number of call-outs has decreased since last year.

Environment
(a) Samshire
Cllr. D. Doocey requested immediate action to be taken in regard to the health hazard at this location. Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that legal proceedings are ongoing and should be concluded before direct action is taken by the Council.
(b) Waste Collection Service

In reply to Cllr. A.M. Power, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that the waste collection service is viable at present. He added that new Bye Laws will be considered in September that will impose the same standards on public and private waste collectors.
(c) Trees in Cappoquin

Cllr. N. Flynn requested that trees in Cappoquin town should be pruned each year, as they are impacting on houses. Mr. J. O’Flynn, D/County Manager, agreed to examine this.
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Kilmacthomas Section of Railway Walk
Cllr. G. Barron requested an update on the legal proceedings taken to resolve trespass issues. Mayor B. Kyne informed members that trenches were dug along the route and the legal avenue had to be taken to allow works on development of the walkway to proceed.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that Waterford County Council had a duty to act in the public interest and that a decision had not yet been made by the courts. Meetings were held with those involved and an interim agreement reached pending outcome of the legal proceedings.
In response to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. White stated that Part VIII wasn’t required as no major work is to be carried out.  He confirmed to Cllr. P. Daly that the Occupiers Liability Act would apply where persons using the walkway stray onto adjoining lands. 
(b)
Glenshelane Walk


Cllr. N. Flynn asked that the bridge on this walk be repaired immediately.

(9)   CORRESPONDENCE
       The following correspondence was circulated to all members 

1. Letter from Macroom Town Council, dated 28th May, 2008, regarding payment of refuse

charges in private rented accommodation.

2. Letter from Macroom Town Council, dated 28th May, 2008, regarding the Famine.

3. Acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Education Science, dated 27th May 2008,

regarding W.I.T.

4. Letter from Office of the Taoiseach, dated 21st May, 2008, regarding W.I.T.

5. Letter from New Ross Town Council, dated 15th May, 2008, regarding housing policies.

6. Letter from Office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated 7th May, 2008, regarding WTO

negotiations.

Handed out on day:

Letter from Office of the Minister for Education & Science, dated 5th June, 2008, regarding a University for the

South East Region.

Newsletter – Irish Delegation to the Committee of the Regions.

(10)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey,
Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 16th to
25th May, 2008, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly
	Co. Wicklow.
	16th May
	Paddy O’Callaghan

	Local Government & the Environment Seminar
	Co. Clare.
	16th-18th May
	Brendan Coffey
Nora Flynn

Tom Cronin

Kevin Wilkinson

	Community Transport in the 21st Century
	Tralee, Co. Kerry.
	14th & 15th May
	James Tobin
Kevin Wilkinson

Tom Cronin

	Trevor Bowen Summer School
	Co. Cork.
	23rd-25th May
	Ger Barron
Damien Geoghegan


(11) NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. T. Cronin moved on the following Notice of Motion:
“That Waterford County Council builds 5 affordable houses in on the Councils land bank in Ardmore.”
Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, replied that

the housing estate under construction by Hollycourt has affordable houses included in its development.  He added that a planning application has been lodged for 89 houses at Farrangarrett which will also include social/affordable housing if the application is successful.
“That Waterford County Council applies for a grant to upgrade the cliff walk in Ardmore.”
Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to

contact the Minister regarding this.
(12)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Mayor B. Kyne referred to the report on the 2008 New York trip which he circulated to members for information, adding that he had requested the County Manager to produce a DVD promoting County Waterford.
     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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