COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 13th October, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Ger Barron


Cllr. Liam Brazil





Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey





Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Dan Cowman





Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey





Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Mary Greene





Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Billy Kyne






Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent






Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain





Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power





Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson





Cllr. Teresa Wright

ABSENT:

Cllr. Damien Geoghegan



IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. James Power, Mr. Tony Reddy, Mr. Bill Cooney, Mrs. Margaret Moore, Mrs. Lily Tuohy, Mr. Jim O’Brien, Mr. Dominic Enright.  

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of Waterford County Council expressed his sympathy for present staff member Mr. Tony Reddy and retired staff Mr. James Power & Mr. Bill Cooney.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES
   
Tramore Intermediate Football Team who won the County Intermediate Football Championship.
(4)
APPRAISAL OF FIRE COVER IN COUNTY WATERFORD – MR. OLIVER O’LOUGHLIN
Mr. O. O’Loughlin gave a detailed presentation on the independent appraisal of existing fire cover in County Waterford, carried out by him on behalf of Waterford County Council.   He stated that each local authority must set its own standards, as national standards are not yet in place.   The report included recommendations in relation to manpower levels within all stations in the County. 
Cllr. B. Coffey called for immediate implementation of the report recommendations. 
Cllr. P. Daly expressed disappointment that an increased number of firefighters had not been recommended for Tramore, particularly during the summer months.  Mr. O’Loughlin stated that this is a two pump station and meets its requirements in the area.

Cllr. J. Carey raised concern that callouts to the Passage East/Cheekpoint area go to the Waterford City Fire Service and said that Dunmore East / Tramore brigades should cover this area.

Cllr. G. Barron asked that a copy of the report be forwarded to all Councillors. 

Mayor T. Higgins thanked Mr. O’Loughlin for his report.

 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 15th SEPTEMBER, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and agreed.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the months of September, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of September, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters Arising:

Further Information Requests

Cllr. M. Greene referred to 62 additional information requests made by the Planning Department in September and stated that this seemed particularly high.  

Development Charges

Cllr. Greene requested that the Scheme be amended to exempt conversion of domestic garages to living quarters. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to examine the matter and report at next meeting.
Rural Residency

Cllr. N. Flynn questioned the legality of the local residency requirements and asked that legal opinion received by the Council on the matter be circulated to the Council. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to circulate this.
Mount Congreve

Cllr. A.M. Power recommended that a mayoral or civic reception be granted to Ambrose Congreve. Mayor T. Higgins agreed to discuss this with the Protocol Committee.

Retail space, Tramore

Cllr. A.M. Power suggested that a Task Force be formed to encourage retail development in Tramore, as only 30% of the available retail space is in use to date.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, said that the Council already actively promotes development in Tramore and a separate Task Force is not needed at this time.

Tesco, Tramore

Cllr. P. Daly welcomed the Tesco development in Tramore but requested that the Council examine problems caused by traffic lights at the site entrance.
Dungarvan Environs Rezoning
In reply to Cllr. T. Cronin, the Mayor ruled that this matter was not listed on the agenda and would not be discussed.
 (5)
CONSIDERATION OF THE ADOPTION OF THE DIFFERENTIAL RENT SCHEME, 2009
On the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to adopt the Differential Rent Scheme, 2009, as circulated.  
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Differential Rent Scheme, 2009, as circulated.” 

  (6) 
ESTABLISHMENT OF OPERATION OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEES
On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to adopt the Guidelines relating to the establishment and operation of Joint Policing Committees  which were issued to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government by the Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Guidelines relating to the establishment and operation of Joint Policing Committees  which were issued to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government by the Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform.”

(7)
CONSIDERATION OF HERITAGE PROGRAMME 2009
Ms. B. Guest, Heritage Officer, referred to the proposed projects for 2009, which were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey.  
Cllr. J. Tobin recommended that Waterford County Council should take responsibility for graveyards in public ownership.
Ms. B. Guest, Heritage Officer agreed to contact Cllr. J. Carey to discuss Passage East in greater detail.
           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Heritage Programme 2009, as circulated.” 

(8)   ARRANGE DATE FOR BUDGET 2009 MEETING


Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance, suggested Thursday, 11th December, 2008.  This was proposed by Cllr. B.

                       Kyne, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and agreed.  

(9)       PROGRESS REPORTS
  Community & Enterprise

(a) Waterford Knowledge Campus
Cllr. A.M. Power welcomed this as a boost for the South East region and asked whether terms of reference would be available to the Councillors.   Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, agreed to forward this to all members when available.
(b) Ambulance Cover
Cllr. B. Coffey referred to the reduced service being provided by the Ambulance Service in County Waterford at present and it was agreed to write to the Health Service Executive in this regard.  Cllr. L. O’Sullivan recommended that a representative from the H.S.E. should be invited to attend a council meeting.  
Roads
(a)
Surface Dressing


Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to a case where the H.S.A. took legal proceedings against a local authority in relation to the surface dressing and asked if this had implications for Waterford County Council.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, confirmed that the practice involved is not operated by Waterford County Council.
(b)
Road – Passage East
Cllr. J. Carey referred to works promised for a road in Passage which have not been done.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up.
(c) Roadway in Aglish Village

Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the walkway near the bridge and requested that work be carried out immediately in the interest of safety of children in the area.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that the adjoining estate has not yet been taken in charge but agreed to follow up.
(d) Whelan’s Bridge

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up on report requested by Cllr. G. Barron on Whelan’s Bridge.

(e) Inlets

Cllr. T. Cronin recommended that inlets be opened as soon as possible, particularly on the old N25 by Windgap.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to refer this to Area Engineer.

(f) Fiddown Bridge to Carrick on Suir

Cllr. B. Coffey asked when repairs would be carried out following a recent collision.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to discuss this with the Area Engineer.

(g) Road from Tramore to Waterford City 
Cllr. P. O’Callaghan raised concerns regarding proposed reduction of speed limits on this road and the impact of proposed works on flooding. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to liaise with the City Council on the matter and revert with a report to the Council.    
Housing 

(a)
Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme
Cllr. D. Doocey requested that more funding should be available in the 2009 Budget towards this Grant Scheme.  Cllr. G. Barron referred to the letter from the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 2nc October, 2008, and asked if anything further has been received.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, replied that it was hoped to have decision on the Council’s application for extra funding by the end of October.  Cllr. J. Tobin recommended that Waterford County Council should let people proceed with works and pay grants from the 2009 allocation.  Mr. Curran stated that persons should contact the council directly where emergency works are required.  

Sanitary Services
(a)
Aglish Sewerage Scheme

Cllr. N. Flynn asked that sewerage problems at Aglish School be rectified immediately.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, acknowledged the difficulties there at present and said that a number of options are being examined.
(b)
Ring Water Supply


Cllr. B. Kyne recommended that the supply at Roberts Cross should be connected to the supply in Seaview as a short term solution to the ongoing water problems in the Ring area.  He added that this would be cost effective and may provide an additional 30,000 gallons.  Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to refer this to the Sanitary Services Senior Engineer for examination.
(c)
Leaks in Pipes
Cllr. D. Doocey stated that repairing pipes is expensive and suggested replacing them where possible.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, replied that a Programme of works has been forwarded to the Department under the Leak Detection Programme and added that the level of leakage in County Waterford is below the national average. 
 (10)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members    

1. Letter from Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 2nc October, 2008, regarding Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes.

2. Notice of Motion from Monaghan Town Council, dated 1st October, 2008, regarding Meals on Wheels.

3. Acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, dated 23rd September, 2008, regarding Farm Improvement Scheme and the Farm Waste Management Scheme.

4. Notice of Motion from Bantry Town Council, dated 18th September, 2008, regarding Cork Swansea Ferry Service.

(11)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,
Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved,
“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

      approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 18th September to 13th October, 2008, as follows:
	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Annual Conference of The Society for Folklife Studies
	Killarney, Co. Kerry.
	18th-21st September
	A.M. Power

	Local Government & Sustainable Economic Development
	Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow.
	23rd- 25th September
	L. Brazil

	2008 La Touche Legacy Seminar
	Greystones Town Council.
	3rd-5th October
	D. Geoghegan
B. Coffey

	Féile Frank McGann
	Strokestown, Co. Roscommon.
	9th-12th October
	P. Nugent

	TJK Conference
	Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick.
	10th-11th October
	B. Coffey


	Councillors Training Seminar
	Oughterard, Co. Galway.
	9th-11th October
	D. Doocey


(12)    NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllrs. L. O’Sullivan and L. Brazil moved on the following Notice of Motion:
“That Waterford County Council take in charge the road linking the L80301 to the R675, Kilfarassy to Whitefield.”

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to follow up on this.
             .  
Cllrs. M. Greene and B. Coffey moved on the following Notice of Motion:


“That Waterford County Council make provision for 2 mobile surveillance cameras for use in the Environment Department in the 2009 Estimates.”
Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey.  Both Councillors recommended this as a matter of

urgency, adding that money received from fines would cover the cost.

 (13)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Mayor T. Higgins welcomed Cllr. C. Ó Riain’s presence at the meeting following his recent illness. 
     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 

PAGE  
6

