COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 15th September, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Liam Brazil


Cllr. John Carey





Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin





Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Pat Daly






Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn





Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene





Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Nugent






Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan





Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin





Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Gerard Barron


Cllr. Elaine Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Ms. Carmel Hourigan, A/Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mrs. Mary Hennebry, Mr. Michael O’Donnell, Mrs. Phillis Moore, Mr. John Sweeney, Mr. Jim O’Hanlon, Mr. David Pepper, Sr. Gertie Power, Mr. Michael McDonald, Mrs. Kelly.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES
Congratulation to the following for their achievements in the 2008 Tidy Towns Awards:

Lismore Tidy Towns on achieving a Gold Medal.

Stradbally Tidy Towns on achieving a Silver Medal.

Cheekpoint Tidy Towns on achieving an Endeavour Award.

Portlaw Tidy Towns on increasing their points in this years competition. 
Waterford Senior Hurling Team on reaching the All Ireland Hurling Final.

Waterford City Council and Civil Defence for organising the homecoming for the Senior Hurling Team.

Waterford Local Radio for their coverage of the Waterford Senior Hurling Team.

Mr. Seán Kelly, along with the organisers and volunteers of the Seán Kelly Cycle Tour of Waterford.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to move to item No. 13 of the Agenda – Report on Seán Kelly Tour.  Mr. D. Tuohy, S.E.O. gave a detailed presentation on the event.  Mr. Tuohy stated that 73% of participants were cyclists from outside the County and it is envisaged that this will increase in future years.  A number of Councillors complimented Mr. Tuohy on the presentation and paid tribute to all involved in the Seán Kelly Tour.
 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th JULY, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and agreed.

Mr. D. Doocey expressed his disappointment that having agreed to defer a matter at the July Council meeting to an Area meeting, the Area Meeting had not take place until September.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the months of July and August, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of July and August, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Mr. B. White, Director of Services informed members that Waterford County Council would now proceed to advertise a variation to the County Development Plan, in accordance with the Directive issued by the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, to remove the industrial zoning from lands at Ballygagin and to instead, adopt the County Manager’s recommendations.  A number of Councillors were opposed to this and it was proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin not to proceed to advertise the variation.  Mr. B. White stated that the Council was obliged to advertise the variation and submissions could be made to the Minister in accordance with Section 31 of the Planning & Development Act.  Mr. White added that neither the County Manager nor the County Councillors could chose not to act as there is a legal obligation to comply with the Ministerial Directive.
(4)
CONSIDERATION OF MANAGER’S REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO DRAFT WATERFORD CITY ENVIRONS LOCAL AREA PLAN 2008-2014
Mr. B. White, Director of Services referred to the Managers report as circulated, which was then proposed for adoption by Cllr. J. Carey, as Chair of the SPC and seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.  Cllr. P. Daly proposed that a section of the land should be amended to S3, as it would give more usage, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan.  Cllr. J. Carey expressed his frustration at the fact that the original proposal was agreed at the Area Meeting and now changes were being proposed.  The meeting was then adjourned to discuss the matter.  Following resumption, a recorded vote was taken to revert lands at Butlerstown roundabout to S3 on the basis that it would conform with the overall Masterplan for the Knowledge Campus, and resulted as follows:

FOR:

9


AGAINST:   9


ABSTAINING:  1
FOR:
Cllr. B. Coffey, Cllr. D. Cowman, Cllr. T. Cronin, Cllr. P. Daly, Cllr. M. Greene, Cllr. P. Nugent, Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Cllr. J. Tobin, Cllr. K. Wilkinson

AGAINST:
Cllr. L. Brazil, Cllr. J. Carey, Cllr. D. Doocey, Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Cllr. T. Higgins, Cllr. B. Kyne, Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Cllr. A.M. Power, Cllr. T. Wright.

  ABSTAINING:
Cllr. Nora Flynn

The County Mayor had the casting vote and voted against the amendment.   It was accordingly agreed to accept the Manager’s Report on submissions on proposed amendments to Draft Waterford City Environs Local Area Plan 2008-2014, as presented.  
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Manager’s Report on submissions on proposed amendments to Draft Waterford City Environs Local Area Plan 2008-2014, as circulated.” 
Cllr. J. Tobin challenged the vote as Cllr. Kyne was not in the Council Chamber when his name was called.  Ms. T. O’Brien, A/County Secretary referred to Standing Order No. 48 which entitled every member present at a meeting to vote.   Cllr. Kyne who had signed in and was recorded as attending the meeting, had returned to the Council chamber prior to conclusion of the vote.
 (5)
NOMINATION TO GOVERNING BODY OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF CORK
On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey, Mayor T. Higgins was nominated to the Governing Body of University College of Cork.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,

Seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, nominate Cllr. Tom Higgins to the Governing Body of University College of Cork.”
  (6) 
CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL TO APPROVE THE HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME, 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, it was agreed to adopt the Higher Education Scheme, 2008, as circulated. 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Higher Education Scheme, 2008, as circulated.” 

(7)
CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL TO APPROVE THE NAMING OF AN ESTATE IN KNOCKANORE
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, it was agreed to name the estate in Knockanore, ‘An Maoilín’. 
           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the naming of An Maoilín, Knockanore.”

(8)    TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2009-2013
Ms. C. Hourigan, A/Director of Services stated that the Draft Plan was currently advertised and would be placed before the members for approval at a later stage.
(9)(a)  CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.181 HECTARES AT BALLYGARRAN,   

           KILMACLEAGUE, COUNTY WATERFORD TO SIMON & CATHERINE MURPHY, IN

           ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001
   On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was to agreed to dispose of 0.181 hectares (0.447 acres) at Ballygarran, Kilmacleague, County Waterford, to Simon & Catherine Murphy, for a sum of €1.00 subject to formal exchange of Contracts and as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 25/08/08, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

  “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to dispose of 0.181 hectares (0.447 acres) at Ballygarran, Kilmacleague, County Waterford, to Simon & Catherine Murphy, for a sum of €1.00 subject to formal exchange of Contracts and as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 25/08/08, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”  

(9)(b) CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.565 HECTARES AT BUTLERSTOWN NORTH,   

          KILOTTERAN, COUNTY WATERFORD TO WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL, IN 
         ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001
  On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was to agreed to   dispose of 0.565 hectares (1.396 acres) at Butlerstown North, Kilotteran, County Waterford, to Waterford City Council, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 25/08/08, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to dispose of 0.565 hectares (1.396 acres) at Butlerstown North, Kilotteran, County Waterford, to Waterford City Council, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and  as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 25/08/08,  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”  

(10)
PROPOSAL TO DECLARE A ROAD IN THE TOWNLAND OF CLASHNAGONEEN RUNNING

    NORTH FROM ITS JUNCTION WITH THE N72 NATIONAL SECONDARY ROAD FOR A        

   DISTANCE OF 300M OF ITS LENGTH TO BE A PUBLIC ROAD

Cllr. D. Geoghean asked what a member of the public should do in order to start the process of declaring a road a public road.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the applicant should forward all relevant details to the Roads Department formally requesting the takeover and it would be examined by Waterford County Council and put on public display if appropriate.

On the proposal of Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey it was agreed to declare the road in the townland of Clashnagoneen running north from its junction with the N72 National Secondary Road for a distance of 300m of its length to be a public road.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to declare the road in the townland of Clashnagoneen running north from its junction with the N72 National Secondary Road for a distance of 300m of its length to be a public road.” 

(11) CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL TO ADOPT SPEED LIMIT REVIEW
Cllr. P. Nugent recommended that The Burgery and Knocknagranagh Cross should be discuss further at the

SPC meeting.
On the proposal of Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed to adopt the Draft Waterford County Council Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2008, as presented.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey,  

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Draft Waterford County Council Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2008, as presented.” 

(12) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT PUBLIC LIGHTING PROGRAMME 2009-2011

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin to adopt the Public Lighting Programme 2009

2011, as circulated.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, 

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Public Lighting Programme, 2009-2011, as circulated.”
(14)     TIDY TOWNS RESULTS 2008

A report on the Tidy Towns Results for 2008 was circulated and a number of Councillors complimented all involved in Tidy Towns in Cheekpoint, Lismore, Portlaw, and Stradbally and congratulated them on their achievements.

(15)
PROGRESS REPORTS
It was proposed by Mayor T. Higgins to defer discussion on the Progress Reports to Area Meetings and
 this wasunanimously agreed.  Cllr. N. Flynn requested a written report on the Convent Site.

 (16)   CORRESPONDENCE
          The following correspondence was circulated to all members    

1. Letter of appreciation from Rita Byrne, Sec, Fenor Bog Group dated 13th July, 2008.

2. Letter from Balbriggan Town Council dated 1st July, 2008, regarding graffiti on public property.

3. Letter from Balbriggan Town Council dated 3rd July, 2008, regarding goods sold in Irish outlets.

4. Letter of appreciation from Michael Keane, Chairman, I.F.A. dated 21st August, 2008.

5. Letter from Kildare County Council, dated 6th August, 2008, regarding Notice of Motion re standard of

       our roads.

6. Letter from Fermoy County Council, dated 22nd August, 2008, regarding Notice of Motion re elections.

7. Letter from Killarney Town Council, dated 17th July, 2008, regarding Notice of Motion re Back to

       Education Allowance.

8. Letter from Leitrim County Council, dated 21st July, 2008, regarding MABS.

9. Letter from Leitrim County Council, dated 21st July, 2008, regarding Fair Trade Products.

10. Letter from Ardmore Pattern Festival, dated 27th August, 2008, regarding Festival.

(17)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey,  
Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 14th July to

15th September, 2008, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	AMAI Annual Conference
	Sligo Park Hotel
	10th – 13th September
	B. Coffey
L. Brazil
D. Cowman

J. Carey

	John Hewitt Summer School
	Armagh
	28th July – 1 August
	T. Cronin
L. O’Sullivan

K. Wilkinson

B. Coffey

M. Greene

	Sliabh Luachara Summer School
	Bruach na Carraige
	5th – 10th August
	L. Brazil

	Parnell Summer School
	Rathdrum
	10th – 15th August
	B. Coffey

G. Barron

L. O’Sullivan

	The Role of Local Government in Sport


	Galway
	30th July – 1st August
	L. Brazil

P. O’Callaghan

G. Barron

D. Doocey

	Local Government & Rural Development Seminar
	Carlow
	22nd – 24th August
	D. Geoghegan

L. Brazil

	Councillors Training Seminar 
	Aran Islands, Co. Galway
	13th – 16th August
	N. Flynn

	William Carleton Summer School
	Tyron
	4th – 8th August
	M. Greene


(18)    NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. B. Coffey moved on the following Notices of Motion:
1. “That Waterford County Council immediately requests additional funding for the operation of the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for the elderly and those with a disability.”

Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene.  Ms. C. Hourigan, A/Director of Services

informed Cllr. B. Coffey that she contacted the Department in July and got a response that they would

take our application for additional funding into consideration.  Ms. M. Greene stated that the waiting

period for the Occupational Therapist in Clonmel is exceptionally long and by the time the applicant is

assessed, the grant assistance budget is spent.  Ms. C. Hourigan to follow up.
2. “That Waterford County Council will include in its 2009 programme of works, the clean up and

       restoration of Fiddown Bridge to an acceptable visual standard.  Also Waterford County Council will  

       liaise with its counterparts in Kilkenny County Council to complete the necessary works on the    

      Kilkenny side of the bridge.”

      Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by M. Greene.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to request Area

      Engineer to include in 2009 Budget.  

  Cllr. P. Nugent moved on the following Notices of Motion:

  1.
 “That the Department of Agriculture and Food immediately move to take the group of farmers in the Farm Improvement Scheme (FIS), known as the ‘October 21/31 group’, out of the limbo in which they are trapped by the Department of Agriculture changing the closing date from 31st to the 21st October, 2007.”
2.   “That the Department of Agriculture and Food extend the closing date for the Farm Waste

Management Scheme (FWMS) to allow farmers to complete their buildings.”
Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn and agreed to forward letter to the Minister for

Agriculture, Fisheries & Food.

(19)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Mr. B. White, Director of Services for Planning & Environment informed members that proposed Road 



Works at the Glen Road were being advertised in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & 


Development Act.
(b) Cllr. J. Tobin wished Mr. J. O’Flynn well on his pending retirement on behalf of the Fine Fáil party.  Cllr. L. O’Sullivan complimented him on behalf of the Fine Gael party and stated what a wonderful asset he had been to Waterford County Council.  Cllr. B. Kyne referred to Mr. O’Flynn as a professional with a wealth of information who will be missed both within the organisation and among the public.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager complimented Mr. J. O’Flynn on the lengthy and distinguished service given to Waterford County Council and wished him a long and happy retirement.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services thanked everyone for their good wishes and stated that he was greatly honored by the sentiments expressed.  Mayor T. Higgins reiterated the comments of his colleagues and invited members, media and staff to the canteen for a reception in honour of Mr. O’Flynn.
     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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