COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 10th March, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson



Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Dan Cowman



IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Donald Brady, A/Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin, Walsh, County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mrs. Nellie Gough, Mr. James Meskill, Mr. Leonard Duggan Jnr., Mrs. Betty Hehir.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES
· Mr. John Woods on his retirement from Waterford County Council.
· Mrs. Emily Villiers Stuart for hosting the Waterford Festival of Food launch.

· Blackwater Community School Camogie Team on winning an All Ireland Title and the Blackwater 
Senior B Hurling Team on winning the Munster Final.

· Waterford Institute of Technology on winning the Fitzgibbon Cup.

· De La Salle College on winning the Harty Cup Final.

· Knockanore National School on being awarded the Green Flag Award.

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, to hold a Mayoral Reception for Ballyduff Community who won the recent Pride of Place title and this was agreed.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan recommended that a Protocol for Civic/Mayoral receptions should be considered by Waterford County Council.


On the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to deal with No. 5 on the Agenda.

(5)
PRESENTATION BY MS. RACHEL NEYLIN, I.T. DEPARTMENT

Ms. R. Neylin gave a detailed report and demonstration on the revised website, stating that up-to-date information will be loaded directly from the individual departments on a regular basis.  In response to Cllr. G. Barron, Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that approval is awaited from RTÉ to attach the recent production on County Waterford on the website.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager complimented all staff involved in the updating of the website and stated that the focus was on making the site accessible and user friendly.
 
(1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11th FEBRUARY, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and agreed.
Matters arising:
Tallow Square – Cllr. J. Tobin thanked the Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure for commencing works at this location.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of February, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of February, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters arising:

Quarry at Cappagh - in reply to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that planning permission was granted for works to commence but this has been appealed to An Bord Pleanála and no further action can be taken until the Bord's decision is made.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that reports of dust are being investigated by the Environment Department.  
   (4)
PRESENTATION BY PROFESSOR KIERAN BYRNE, W.I.T.


Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, stated that Mr. K. Byrne, W.I.T. was unavailable to attend and 
would address the members at the April Council meeting.
(6)
CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 12 SQUARE METERS AT COXTOWN, DUNMORE EAST, COUNTY WATERFORD

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to dispose of 12 square meters at Coxtown, Dunmore East, Co. Waterford to Electricity Supply Board, 27 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of contracts and also as set out in the notice served on Councilors dated 18/02/08, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

  Resolution 


Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to dispose of 12 square meters at Coxtown, Dunmore East, Co. Waterford to Electricity Supply Board, 27 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of contracts and also as set out in the notice served on Councilors dated 18/02/08, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”  
(7)
REVIEW OF POLICY ON DISABLED PERSONS PARKING PERMIT


On the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, as Chairperson of the SPC, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, it was 
agreed that the Council will discontinue the policy of issuing Disabled Persons Parking Permits, in line 
with the recommendation of the SPC for Transportation and Infrastructure dated 4th March, 2008.
           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, and resolved, 


 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to discontinue the policy of issuing Disabled Persons Parking Permits, in line with the recommendation of the SPC for Transportation and Infrastructure dated 4th March, 2008.”
  (8)   
CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC LIGHTING PROGRAMME 2008-2011
Cllr. B. Coffey proposed deferral of this item, as the proposals were not adequately discussed at Area meetings. This was seconded by Cllr. M. Greene. As Chair of the SPC, Cllr. G. Barron proposed adoption of the Programme, stating that this matter was discussed at length and deferral would delay roll out of the Programme. This was seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil. Following discussion, it was agreed on a show of hands to defer Consideration of the Public Lighting Programme 2008-2011 until the April Council meeting.
         (9) 
CONSIDERATION OF HERITAGE PROGRAMME 2007/2008

Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services for Community & Enterprise welcomed Ms. Bernadette Guest, recently appointed Heritage Officer to Waterford County Council.  Ms. Guest outlined details of the Heritage Programme for 2007/2008 and reminded members that the closing date for submissions on the Draft Local Biodiversity Plan is 4th April, 2008.


In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Ms. Guest stated that a study of the 150 listed bridges in County Waterford will commence in April, 2008. 

WATERFORD INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE SURVEY


Ms. R. Ryall, Conservation Officer, gave an informative presentation on the recently completed Waterford Industrial Heritage Survey.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES


On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, it was agreed to endorse the National Plaques proposal made by the National Committee for Science and Engineering Commemorative Plaques, as circulated.
Resolution 

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, 

Seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to endorse the National Plaques proposal made by the National Committee for Science and Engineering Commemorative Plaques, as circulated.”

 (10)     PROPOSED MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF COUNTY WATERFORD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

            2005-2011 FOR THE PURPOSES OF DEVELOPMENT ON A SITE AT CHAPEL STREET, TALLOW,

           COUNTY WATERFORD

           On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, it was agreed to proceed with the Material

           Contravention of County Waterford Development Plan 2005-2011 for the purposes of development on a site at

           Chapel Street, Tallow, County Waterford, PD 07/1167.

               Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

         “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Material Contravention of County

         Waterford Development Plan 2005-2011 for the purposes of development on a site at Chapel Street,

         Tallow, County Waterford, PD 07/1167.”

(11)    PROGRESS REPORTS
        MATTERS ARISING:
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Social Inclusion Grants

Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services, stated that the closing date for Social Inclusion Grants applications is the 11th April, 2008. It was agreed by members that grant approval could be agreed at Local Area Meetings. 
(b)
Food Festival of County Waterford


Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services, referred to the recent successful launch of the Food Festival
and reminded members that the Festival will take place between 11th and 14th April, 2008.

Environment

(a)
Tallow Clean-up


Cllr. J. Tobin thanked all the volunteers who helped in the recent clean up.  He urged Waterford County Council to install cameras for detection of illegal dumping as a matter of urgency.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that the cameras are expensive and not the most effective way of tackling this problem. 
(b)
Refuse Collection Systems


Cllr. L. O’Sullivan stated that some refuse collectors in the east of the county are not complying with the Bye-Laws of Waterford County Council as waste is not segregated.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that there is an obligation on householders to present segregated waste for collection and that legal proceedings had been taken against collectors.
(c)
Samshire


In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that 2 court cases are pending in this case.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, reminded members that the rubbish is on privately owned property and Waterford County Council could not take any action until legal proceedings are complete.
Fire
(a)
Portlaw

In reply to Cllr. B. Coffey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, agreed to report on staffing levels in all Fire stations at next meeting.
(b)
Tramore

Cllr. P. Daly asked for update on new tender for the Tramore Fire Station.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services to liaise directly with Cllr. Daly on the matter.  
(c)
Kilmacthomas


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. G. Barron that it is hoped to have design complete by end of March, 2008.

(d)
Prioritisation


In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that a priority list of Fire Stations was prepared at the request of the Department.  
With the agreement of the Mayor, Cllr. J. Tobin brought forward his Notice of Motion which read:


“That Waterford County Council calls on the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to honour its commitment for €600,000 sanctioned for Tallow Fire Station in May 2007, as stated in an official letter received from the Department.”


It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and agreed to forward a letter to the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government on this basis.

(e)
Lismore


In reply to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services stated that the site in Lismore was purchased by CPO.
Roads
(a)
Traffic in Tramore town

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan requested a meeting to discuss traffic measures in Tramore town, particularly outside the library area.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed that this will be discussed at the next area meeting.
(b)
Portlaw National School

In reply to Cllr. B. Coffey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to examine the area outside the school in the interest of safety and discuss with Gardaí.  Cllr. B. Coffey referred to an Audit which was carried out on footpaths and asked when repair works will commence.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to follow up with the Area Engineer and revert to Cllr. Coffey.
(c)
Helvick Pier

Cllr. B. Mansfield requested the Director of Services to contact the Department regarding funding for proposed works.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to do this.
(d)
Footpaths 


Cllr. B. Mansfield asked if footpaths could be provided from the Friary College to Barnawee Bridge and also from the church in Ballinroad to the new roundabout at Clonea Cross.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed that footpaths are required in the area and to examine the options.  
(e)
Local Improvement Scheme


In response to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that the allocation has decreased this year.

(f)
Whitechurch Cross


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. P. Nugent that the decision lies with An Bord Pleanála at present.  At the request of Cllr. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to examine the junction, in the interest of safety.
(g)
Tallow Link Road


In response to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that no allocation has been received for 2008 but discussions are underway with the Department to allow transfer of funds to complete works.
Housing
(a)
Houses at Crooke


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. J. Carey that completion date is 15th April and added that applicants will be interviewed shortly. 

(b)
Glen Road, Tramore


In reply to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that there are problems on site with rock at present but matters are being resolved.
(c)
Social/affordable housing, Tramore


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, confirmed to Cllr. P. Daly that there are no social/affordable houses coming on stream in Tramore at present but confirmed that developers will provide 20% of houses within developments under Part V as developments commence.  
(d)
House at Clashmore


Cllr. T. Cronin referred to 1 house in the new housing estate which is for social use and asked if it could be changed to affordable.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that the agreement was social use but agreed to examine the possibility of changing it.
Sanitary Services
(a)
Knocknagranagh


Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that there is a strong odour in the Knocknagranagh area from the treatment plant.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to follow up.

(b)
Lismore WWTP. 

In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that the tender for Lismore Waste Water Treatment Plant would be advertised shortly.
(12)   CORRESPONDENCE
          The following correspondence was circulated to all members 

1.
Letter from Minister M. Harney, T.D., Department of Health & Children, dated 28th February, 2008, regarding provision of hospital services to cystic fibrosis patients.

2.
Letter from Macroom Town Council, dated 28th February, 2008, regarding agency employment.

3.
Letter from Carrick on Suir Town Council, dated 29th February, 2008, regarding the upgrading of 
W.I.T.

4.
Letter from Department of Enterprise, Trade & Employment, dated 15th February, 2008, regarding 


Community Employment Schemes.

5.
Letter from Shannon Town Council, dated 18th February, 2008, regarding cystic fibrosis patients.

6.
Letter from Balbriggan Town Council, dated 13th February, 2008, regarding migrants and refugees.

7.
Letter from Clonmel Borough Council, dated 28th February, 2008, regarding gaming machines in 


bookmakers’ offices.
     Handed out on day:

(a) Letter from Clones Town Council, dated 6th March, 2008, regarding agency employment.

(b) Letter from Clones Town Council, dated 6th March, 2008, regarding proposal to appoint Ombudsman

        in the Department of Health.

(c) Letter from Department of Enterprise, Trade & Employment, dated 29th February, 2008, regarding

        capping on Community Employment Schemes.

(13)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,  
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 11th
February to 10th March, 2008, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Mid West Regional Authority Annual Conference 
	Co. Limerick
	7th & 8th February
	D. Geoghegan

	AMAI Annual Spring Seminar 2008
	Co. Meath
	15th & 16th February
	B. Coffey

M. Greene

N. Flynn

D. Cowman

P. Nugent

A.M. Power

J. Carey

P. Daly

E. Leahy

	Irelands Newest Immigrants
	Letterkenny
	21st -23rd February
	G. Barron

J. Tobin

P. Daly

D. Cowman

	A Call to Action
	Dublin
	22nd – 23rd February
	D. Doocey

J. Carey

A.M. Power

D. Geoghegan

P. O’Callaghan

P. Nugent

	Colmcille Winter School
	Letterkenny
	29th February – 2nd March
	E. Leahy

P. Daly

J. Tobin

P. Nugent

D. Cowman


(15) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to the 13 people who lost their lives over the weekend in road traffic accidents and appealed to the public to slow down.  
· Cllr. C. Ó Riain stated that he was unaware of which Councillors were travelling to New York.  Mayor B. Kyne recommended that Cllr. Ó Riain get this information from his Party Whip.
· Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Community & Enterprise, referred to a letter received from the Minister regarding the review of the Electoral Area Boundaries.  Mr. Brady outlined the Commission’s terms of reference and advised members that the closing date for submissions is the 14th March, 2008.  It was agreed to send the following submission to the Commission, on the proposal of Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey:
· Lismore Area to be increased to retain 4 members; Tramore Area to gain 1 member; Dungarvan Area to remain unchanged; Kilmacthomas/Suir Areas to be amalgamated.
      Cllr. J. Tobin stated his opposition to the submission. 

    Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Community & Enterprise agreed to make a separate submission on behalf of   
    Tramore Area Councillors, on request from Cllr. P. Daly.

     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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