COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 11th February, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson





APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Teresa Wright
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. John Burke, Mr. Matt Hayes, Ms. Maria Shead, Mr. Ronan Foley.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

· Mr. Stephen Enright on winning the Pat Noctor Award.
· Ms. Niamh Briggs and Ms. Kate O’Loughlin on being selected for the Irish Rugby Team.

· West Waterford Athletic Club for hosting the 10 mile road race in Dungarvan.
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to deal with

No. 4 on the Agenda.

(4)
PRESENTATION BY MR. PHIL O’HARE, ACFO ON SMOKE DETECTOR PROJECT


Mr. P. O’Hare, A.C.F.O. gave a detailed presentation on the Smoke Alarm Policy which is being               co-ordinated by the Fire Service in conjunction with the Community & Enterprise Section.  Smoke alarms will be installed free of charge in vulnerable households across County Waterford by Fire Service personnel, in a voluntary capacity, and community volunteers.  Cllr. K. Wilkinson recommended that contact should be made with St. Vincent de Paul as they would have knowledge of those most vulnerable.      

Mayor B. Kyne and numerous Councillors complimented Mr. O’Hare on his presentation and complimented the Fire Service and Community & Enterprise Department for their efforts in rolling out the Scheme.
 
(1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11th FEBRUARY, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, and agreed.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of January, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of January, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
· In response to Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that there had been a slight decline in planning applications received in January but numbers were on the increase in February.

· Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed Cllr. B. Kyne that the developer of An Crompán has hired a consultant and has committed to completing the outstanding works on the estate shortly.  He assured Cllr. Kyne that the matter would be dealt with if works weren’t completed within the agreed timeframe.
(5)
CONSIDERATION TO PROCEED WITH PROPOSED WORKS AT MEADOWBROOK, TRAMORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer assured Cllr. A.M. Power that agreement reached between Waterford County Council staff and residents would be honoured by the developer.  On the proposal of Cllr. A.M. Power, seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, it was agreed to proceed with proposed works at Meadowbrook, Tramore, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.

  Resolution 

  Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Power,

Seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with proposed works at Meadowbrook, Tramore, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
  (6)
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF DRAFT ARTS GRANTS SCHEME 2008

The Arts Grants Scheme, 2008 was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron.
           
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 



“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Arts Grants Scheme, 2008,  

            as circulated.”
  (7)   
CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF BALLYDUFF CARNEGIE FREE HALL TO BALLYDUFF MUINTIR NA TIRE COMMUNITY SERVICES LIMITED
On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, it was agreed to dispose of Ballyduff Carnegie Free Hall to Ballyduff Muintir na Tíre Community Services Limited, for a sum of €50,000, and subject to formal exchange of contracts and as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 23/01/08, and accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to dispose of Ballyduff Carnegie Free Hall to Ballyduff Muintir na Tíre Community Services Limited, for a sum of €50,000, and subject to formal exchange of contracts and also as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 23/01/08, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”  
         (8) 
CONSIDERATION OF NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEES: RURAL WATER MONITORING COMMITTEE, SPC1-ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING, COUNTY ENTERPRISE BOARD
          On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to nominate Cllr. Tom Cronin to

          the Rural Water Monitoring Committee, Cllr. Elaine Leahy to the SPC1-Environment & Planning and Cllr.

          Kevin Wilkinson to the County Enterprise Board.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,
          “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to nominate Cllr. Tom Cronin to

          the Rural Water Monitoring Committee, Cllr. Elaine Leahy to the SPC1-Environment & Planning and

          Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson to the County Enterprise Board.”

· On the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson it was agreed to forward Minutes of all Strategic Policy Committee meetings to Councillors via email.
 (9)     CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE NAMING OF ESTATES IN CAPPOQUIN AND PORTLAW
          Cllr. N. Flynn made observations regarding the naming of the Estate in Cappoquin - Baile an Dá Phádraig 

           and it was agreed to revert to the Placenames Committee for further discussion.  
           On the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to name the estates in

           Portlaw, Cúirt an Chlochair and Gort an Chlochair.

               Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene,
Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 

“That we, the member of Waterford County Council, agree to the naming of Cúirt an Chlochair and Gort an Chlochair, Port Chládhach (Portlaw).”

(10)    REPORT ON IRRECOVERABLE RATES 2007
Report on Irrecoverable rates 2007 noted.
        (11)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Sanitary Services
(a)
Report from EPA

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to liaise with Cllr. B. Mansfield regarding report issued by the EPA.
(b)
Tramore Sewerage Treatment Plant


In response to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer 



confirmed that the scheme was fully operational and that the official opening was envisaged for the 



second half of May.
(c)
Rathgormack Water Supply


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to update Area Councillors.
(d)
Ballysaggart


Cllr. D. Doocey requested update on wells bored in Ballysaggart.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer to follow up.

(e)
Cappoquin Sewerage


In reply to Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer stated that the foreshore licence had not yet been obtained.
(f)
Stradbally Water Supply

Cllr. L. Brazil recommended that the pipe should be replaced.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer advised that he anticipated carrying out works, under the rural water programme, in the current year.

(g)
Tallow


Cllr. J. Tobin recommended that a design team, with local input, be put in place to consider an overall design for the square.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer to examine possibility.  
(h)
Lighting


Helvick Pier - 
In reply to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that lighting repairs would be arranged.  He added that funding had not yet been received for works on the pier. 

Outside Kilgobinet Church - Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services requested Cllr. B. Mansfield to await the Pulbic Lighting Programme which would be before the March Council meeting. 


Kilmeaden - Cllr. P. Daly stated that lighting work had been completed but no lights working.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to follow up. 


Clashmore


Cllr. T. Cronin stated that light No. 3 was out in Clashmore.


Cllr. G. Barron welcomed the fact that the Public Lighting Programme would be coming before the members in March and suggested inviting E.S.B. staff to address the members again, given that the rapid response envisaged for public lighting faults was not effective.
(i)
Passage East Slipway

In reply to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer confirmed that a fee proposal had been received from consultants and it was anticipated that a contractor would be appointed during the current year.     He confirmed that works, in addition to repairing damage caused by the car ferry, would also be undertaken.

Community & Enterprise

(a)
Wooden Bridge, Colligan

Cllr. D. Geoghegan suggested that Coillte should be contacted with regard to extending car parking in the area.
(b)
Broadband

At the request of Cllr. M. Greene, it was agreed to forward letter/report to the Minister outlining the poor Broadband coverage in areas across County Waterford.
(c)
Enterprise site, Ardmore

In reply to Cllr. T. Cronin, Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that sale of this site has been deferred until market conditions were more favourable.  
(d)
Clashmore Playground


In reply to Cllr. B. Kyne Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that there was a difficulty at present with the site but confirmed that he would be meeting the Clashmore group to discuss.  Cllr. T. Cronin recommended discussing the matter with the landowner.

(e)
Library and Playground at Dunmore East 


Replying to queries raised by Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that plans for the library were on hold as there were issues with parking.

Mr. B. White also confirmed that the contract for the playground had been awarded and that a small wall may need to be removed.

Environment

(a)
Samshire

In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that until such time as legal proceedings are exhausted Waterford County Council cannot carry out any works on site.  

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that appropriate action would be taken if persons were found dumping on site.  
(b)
Eco Eye

Cllr. D. Geoghegan complimented the County Manager on the recent production which gave excellent coverage to County Waterford.
Housing

(a)
Urban area

Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the new Urban Planning Guidelines and recommended that the Minister should apply tax incentives to small towns and villages with a view to reviving communities.    She recommended that a submission be made by the SPC.
(b)
Housing, Clashmore


Cllr. T. Cronin stated that there was no boundary at rear of new housing estate.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services to follow up.

(c)
Mortuary Site


Cllr. J. Tobin requested that no works be carried out at this site prior to consultation with the HSE and the Committee at St. Carthages.
(12)   CORRESPONDENCE
          The following correspondence was circulated to all members 

1.
Letter from Office of the Minister of Education and Science, dated 23rd January 2008, regarding university status for Waterford Institute of Technology.

2.
Acknowledge from Office of the Taoiseach dated 25th January, 2008.

3.
Letter from Waterford City Council, dated 23rd January, 2008, regarding brazilian beef.

4.
Email from Waterford City Council regarding the Governments commitment to implement new legislation regarding Agency Workers as promised under the terms of the National Agreement ‘Towards 2016.’

5.
Letter from Offaly County Council, dated 9th January, 2008, regarding letter to Mr. Brian Cowen, 
Tánaiste requesting that adequate funding be put in place to continue to provide pre-school services.

6.
Letter from Monaghan County Council, dated 17th January, 2008, regarding brazilian beef.

7.
Letter from DEHLG, dated 17th January, 2008, regarding subsidies available under the Affordable Housing Mortgage Subsidy scheme.

8.
Letter from Balbriggan Town Council, dated 16th January, 2008, regarding traffic laws for drivers with foreign or otherwise invalid licences.

 9.
Letter from South Tipperary County Council, dated 15th January, 2008, regarding Sir Thomas Bridge.
     Handed out on day:

(a)   Letter from Macroom Town Council, dated 5th February, 2008, regarding spaying incentive scheme.    

             Agreed to support.
(b)   Letter from Office of the Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas, dated 5th 
        February, 2008, regarding mortgage subsidy - Affordable Housing Scheme.
(c)    Letter from Dublin City Council, dated 6th February, 2008, regarding Brazilian Beef.
(d)    Register of Electors.

(13)
CONFERENCES
 Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,  
Seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 1st – 3rd
February, 2008, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Merriman Winter School
	Co. Mayo
	1st-3rd February
	J. Tobin

P. Daly

E. Elaine

L. O’Sullivan

P. O’Callaghan

G. Barron


     (14)
NOTICES OF MOTION

Cllr. M. Greene moved on the following Notice of Motion
“That Waterford County Council urgently calls on the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 

Employment, Micheál Martin, to remove the ‘cap’ of 6 years on individuals over 55 years of age 

participating in Community Employment Schemes so as to allow them to remain on the schemes to 

full retirement age, in order to continue their valuable work in their local communities.”
Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan and agreed to issue letter.
Cllr. J. Tobin moved on the following Notice of Motion

“That all signposts on secondary roads in the Lismore Electoral Area should be examined, damaged ones

should be replaced and new signposts erected where necessary.”
Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson.  Cllr. M. Greene added that this was an issue 
throughout the County.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer stated that the Department 
funded Regional Routes and he anticipated that signposting on all Regional routes would be completed by year 
end.   He confirmed that the Area Engineers would be asked to review all local roads.
(15) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Cllr. C. Ó Riain observed that the business of the meeting had been concluded in a very short period of time.   He expressed concerns that the SPCs were eroding the authority and effectiveness of the Council.   Cllr. M. Greene disagreed and stated that, in her opinion, the SPCs were very effective bringing, as they did, outside expertise and community input to the table.

· Mayor B. Kyne advised the meeting that the Register of Electors has been circulated to each member.
· On the proposal of Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan it was agreed to issue a letter requesting the Minister for Health & Children to deliver a modern and effective Health Service for Cystic Fibrosis sufferers. 
     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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