COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 10th November, 2008.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Ger Barron


Cllr. Liam Brazil





Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey





Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Dan Cowman





Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey





Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Nugent




Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain



Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power



Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson



Cllr. Teresa Wright

ABSENT:

Cllr. Brendan Mansfield



IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. Richard Keane, Mr. Patrick O’Grady, Mr. Greg Fives, Mr. Michael Flynn, Mr. Mick Pratt, Mrs. Kathleen Barton, Mrs. Mary Fitzgerald, Mr. Paddy Hearn.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES
   
Ms. Joanne Dunford and Mr. Johnny Brunnock on completing the 2008 Dublin City Marathon.

Ms. Rosarie Kealy on completing the 2008 New York Marathon.

Ms. Brea Cooke on completing the 2008 Berlin Marathon.


De La Salle Senior Hurling Team on winning the County Senior Hurling Title.


Mr. Eoin Kelly on being the first All Star Award winner from Passage East.


Mr. Don Tuohy, Ms. Therese McDermott and all involved in the Pride of Place Awards in Cappoquin.

Mayor Tom Higgins reminded members of the following events:
Seán Byrne photography collection to Waterford County Council in Dungarvan Library at 5:30p.m. today.

Annual Community/Voluntary Awards in Clonea on Friday 14th.

Irish Guide Dogs Demonstration at Tramore Racecourse on Sunday 16th.

 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and agreed.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the months of October, 2008, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of October, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters Arising:

Additional Information Requests
Cllrs. J. Carey and P. Nugent raised concern at the number of additional information requests being sought from applicants.  Cllr. M. Greene agreed, noting that the additional information requests have increased by 20% since she raised the issue at the October meeting.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that further information requests are kept to a minimum, but are necessary where applications are submitted without the required documentation in order to allow processing of the application. He agreed to review procedures to ensure best practice is followed.

Planning Applications Granted

Cllr. P. Daly queried the refusal rate in the county.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, said that there had been a small increase in planning refusals but every effort is made to grant permission where possible. 
Planning Application, Garrarus 

Cllr. A.M. Power suggested that the decision on the proposed development at Garrarus be looked on favourably as it will provide in the region of 200 construction jobs in the area, along with long term employment.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that a decision will be issued over the coming days.

Butlerstown

Cllr. P. Daly stated that the rate base would increase significantly if there was more industry in Butlerstown.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, confirmed that Waterford County Council will assist developers in any way possible and reaffirmed the Council’s commitment to process applications within a six-week period.
Development Contribution

Cllrs. M. Greene and G. Barron suggested that house extensions which are slightly above the exemption limit should not be levied with development contributions for water & sewerage. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, replied that this should be considered when the Development Contribution Scheme is being reviewed. 
Section 47

Cllr. D. Geoghegan raised concern at the number of applicants being requested to enter Section 47 agreements, stating that that Section 47 is overused. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that Section 47 is used as a mechanism to allow, rather than refuse, permission on a site where development is granted as an exception.
7 Year Occupancy Clause

Cllr. T. Cronin stated that procedures operated by the Council in regard to the 7 year occupancy clause cause difficulty where owners need to sell properties. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to review this and report at the December council meeting.
Dungarvan Environs Rezoning
Cllr. A.M. Power asked for clarification of the recent media reports on this matter. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, informed members that the process is still ongoing and that discussion was not appropriate until this has been completed.  He confirmed to Cllr. D. Geoghegan that all submissions are publicly available in the Planning Department.
(4)   
PRESENTATION BY MR. D. WARE ON CUSTOMER CARE DESK

Mr. D. Ware, A.O., made a brief presentation on services to be delivered from the newly opened Customer Care Desk in the Civic Offices, stating that staff will deal with customer queries at this first point of contact as far as possible.

(5)   
PRESENTATION BY MS. C. HOURIGAN, SEO, HOUSING ON HOUSING MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS BILL, 2008     

  
Ms. C. Hourigan, S.E.O., Housing made an informative presentation on the proposed Housing Bill which is set to improve housing services and provide good quality homes.  In response to various members, she

clarified details of the ‘Home Choice Loan’, which was introduced on 15th October, 2008.  This loan scheme will be facilitated by Cork City Council and all applications will be forwarded directly to there, with any queries being dealt with by a Designated Officer in Waterford County Council’s Housing Department.  
(6)   
PRESENTATION BY MR. SEÁN Ó BREASAIL, PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR ON RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLANS    


A presentation on River Basin Management Plans by Mr. Seán Ó Breasail was noted.
(7)   
PRESENTATION BY MS. JEAN WEBSTER ON CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 

On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, the draft Child Protection Policy as outlined by Ms. J. Webster, County Library Service, was adopted.    
Cllr. B. Kyne stated that four presentations on one Agenda was not acceptable as it limited discussion time for members. Cllr. N. Flynn suggested that presentations could be made in the morning prior to meetings. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, noted the comments and assured members that this was an unusual occurrence and would not be repeated..

(8)   NOMINATIONS TO JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, referred to the approval of the Joint Policing Committee at the October Council meeting and informed members that at least 2 nominations are now required from each electoral area to form the Committee.  On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by J. Carey, Cllrs. John Carey, Brendán Coffey, Mary Greene, Declan Doocey and Pat Nugent were nominated.  Cllr. James Tobin proposed Cllrs. Ciarán Ó Riain, Tom Cronin, Kevin Wilkinson, Elaine Leahy and Pat Daly.  Cllr. B. Kyne nominated Cllr. Gerard Barron.  Mayor T. Higgins nominated Cllr. Brendan Mansfield. All nominations were agreed.
(9)
CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE  OF THE FOLLOWING IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001:

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to dispose of the following for a sum of €160,000, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and also as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 30/10/08, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001:  

(a) 19 Árd an Mara, Crooke, Passage East to Ian & Bridget Pepper, Coxtown, Dunmore East (encl.)

(b) 20 Árd an Mara, Crooke, Passage East to Ahmet Sahin Oztas, 1 Viewmount, Dunmore Road (encl.)

(c) 21 Árd an Mara, Crooke, Passage East to Claire Whelan, High Street, Cheekpoint (encl.)

(d) 22 Árd an Mara, Crooke, Passage East to Ellen Power, Mill Hill, Crooke (encl.)

(e) 23 Árd an Mara, Crooke, Passage East to David Mason, Apartment 1, Suir Inn, Cheekpoint (encl.)

(f) 24 Árd an Mara, Crooke, Passage East to Orla Bolger, 6 Hillside Drive, Crooke (encl.)

(g) 25 Árd na Mara, Crooke, Passage East to Anna Maria O’Doherty & Matt Larkin, c/o Powers Cottage,

      Passage East (encl.)

In reply to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services stated that the houses may be occupied as soon as the snag list is complete.

Mr. F. Curran confirmed to Cllr. C. Ó Riain that Waterford County Council will receive full payment for these houses.  He added that the houses are being provided as part of Waterford County Council’s Affordable Housing Scheme but all applicants raise their own mortgages.

(10)       PROGRESS REPORTS
  Sanitary Services
(a) Lead testing
Cllrs. B. Kyne and B. Coffey recommended that immediate testing should take place in houses with lead piping.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, replied that Waterford County Council in accordance with EPA guidelines had started an extensive testing programme and a report would be distributed to members when available.  Cllr. Kyne referred to reports from other local authorities which found high levels of lead in older housing estates.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that a number of the older housing estates referred to had lead mains, but this wasn’t the case in County Waterford.
(b) Kilmacthomas Sewerage Scheme
Cllr. G. Barron complimented all staff involved in the Kilmacthomas Sewerage Scheme.  In reply to Cllr. Barron, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that it is hoped to tender for the Treatment Plant in May 2009 followed by issue of contracts in 2010.  
(c) Stradbally Treatment Plan

In response to Cllr. G. Barron, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that the Stradbally Scheme is expected to start in September 2009.  
(d) Tallow/Cappoquin
Cllr. N. Flynn stated that sewerage was still going into the river in Tallow.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that one contract will be awarded for all the waste water treatment plants and tendering will take place in May 2009.  Cllr. N. Flynn expressed her disappointment that the odour in houses in Barrack Street will continue until then.
(e) Ardmore Water Supply

In reply to Cllr. T. Cronin, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that there are some difficulties which need to be addressed but it is envisaged that work will start in January 2009.
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Funding from Fáilte Ireland

Cllr. M. Greene welcomed funding from Fáilte Ireland and asked whether this would be lost if not spent in 2008.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, said that access issues had delayed works   and confirmed that some carry-over may be allowed but that every effort would be made to spend the available grants in the current year.
(b)
Broadband, Lemybrien
Cllr. L. Brazil expressed his dissatisfaction that broadband was installed in Leamybrien but still awaiting roll out.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, agreed to contact Eircom again on the matter.
(c)
Courthouse, Kilmacthomas


In reply to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, said that options for use of this vacant building were being examined currently.
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders after

5:00p.m.

Environment
(a)
Samshire
Cllr. P. Daly queried why money was still being spent on Samshire.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that expert advice was sought regarding the asbestos, which had now been dealt with on site.  He added that the owner of the site has been invoiced for costs incurred and Waterford County Council are pursuing this through the Courts.   Cllr. K. Wilkinson recommended cutting the Council’s losses and moving forward as no compensation may be available from the owner.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that every effort would be made via the legal avenue to pursue costs, in the hope that full re-imbursement may be gained.
Roads
(a) Proposed Re-structuring of Engineering Areas
Cllr. J. Tobin expressed his disappointment that the proposed re-structuring of engineering areas had not been discussed at Area level and asked that no change be made before the next Area meetings.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, said out that the Councillors had been informed by him of the proposals but agreed to brief Area meetings on progress. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, pointed out that this was a management function, necessitated by the recent revision of electoral areas, and that members had requested that the restructuring be implemented by 1st January, 2009.  
Fire Services
  (a)
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, acknowledged Cllr. J. Careys concerns regarding Waterford City Fire Service being called to incidents in the Dunmore East area and agreed to discuss the matter with the Chief Fire Officer. 
 (11)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members    

1. Letter from Clones Town Council, dated 28th October, 2008, regarding Notices of Motion.

2. Letter from the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, dated 23rd October, 2008, regarding the Farm Improvement and the Farm Waste Management Schemes.

(12)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,
Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved,
“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

      approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 17th October to 8th November, 2008, as follows:
	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	AIR 11th Annual Conference
	Clonakilty, Co. Cork.
	17th Oct
	J. Tobin

P. O’Callaghan

	Third Sector Forum-L.A. Financing
	Killarney, Co. Kerry.
	16th-18th Oct
	G. Barron

	The North-South Confederation of Councillors’ Seminar
	Clifden, Co. Galway.
	24th-25th Oct
	B. Coffey

	The Role of Local Government in Protecting our Water Resources
	Oughterard, Co. 

Galway.
	9th-11th Oct
	D. Doocey

	The Local Government Budget 2009
	Bunclody, Co. Wexford.
	31st Oct-1st Nov
	D. Doocey

N. Flynn

	Irish Language Course for Councillors
	Furbo, Co. Galway.
	26th-29th Oct
	N. Flynn

	AOIFE Annual Conference
	Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.
	6th-8th Nov
	G. Barron

T. Cronin


(13)    NOTICES OF MOTION
The following Notices of Motion submitted by Cllr. N. Flynn were deferred to the December council

meeting:
1. “That Waterford County Council provide 52 recycling bags per household for those on 

    fixed yearly charge  system  for 2009.”

  


2. “That Waterford County Council take in charge the Abbey Glen housing estate in Cappoquin.”

  

3. “That Waterford County Council provide a full written report on the sewerage system in Aglish

    and what action has taken place on the problems at the national school which are a health and 

    safety concern.”

 (14)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Cllr. B. Coffey recommended moving the Progress Reports to the beginning of the monthly


  meetings to allow sufficient discussion time. 
     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 

PAGE  
7

