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A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

Economic 

· “Work in Waterford” website has attracted over 592,000 hits and over 578 have registered their skills. 
· Development proposals being examined for Council owned sites in Lismore, Kilmacthomas, Dungarvan, Ardmore and Tramore
· Advancing sale of two sites at Riverstown Industrial Park, Tramore.
Inter-Agency Task Group.
· Restructuring of the Forum agreed.  
· Efforts to secure site for Enterprise Centre ongoing.

· Funding for Business Development Executive in place until July 2008.

Walking Routes

· Phase 1 of the Development of the Old Waterford to Dungarvan Railway Line as a Walking/Cycling Route to be retargeted to the development of the Kilmacthomas Walking Loop.
· Work ongoing inhouse on web-based walking guides.
· Launch of web-site scheduled for Spring 2008.
· Partnership with Coillte being investigated including Mahon Falls walking route.
Tourism Web Guide
· Work ongoing in relation to web-based tourism guide. Website to be launched March 2008.
Food Tourism

· Spring Food Festival to be held from April 11th to April 13th 2008. Programme for event to be agreed.

· Event to showcase Farmers Markets and the Slow Food Movement.
Seán Kelly Tour
· 2008 Seán Kelly Cycling Tour of County Waterford re-scheduled for the 24th of August 2008.

· Efforts being concentrated to increase increase particpants from 900 to 1500

· Route selection and PR to commence immediately. 

Retail
· CPO for Strand Road Site in Tramore – Vesting order procedure being prepared.        

· CPO under preparation for remaining Tramore Fáilte Lands at Lakeside
County Development Board

· Next Board meeting to be held on 14th February in Ballyduff Hall.

· CDB Newsletter in preparation.
B.
Social and Community Development

WCC Capital Funding Scheme (Community and Recreational Projects)

· Scheme now being run on a roll-over basis with applications being accepted on an ongoing basis.
DoEHLG Social and Community Facilities Capital Grant Scheme 2007
· Under the 2007 Scheme, projects approved for funding in Ballyduff Upper, Ballymacarbry and Tramore
NDP 2007-2013 –Tourism Product Development

· Grant aid totalling €236,250 secured for Dunmore East beaches and Tourism Amenity Development. 
· Works will commence shortly.

Social Inclusion 

· 250 Houses to be supplied with smoke alarms under the Community Fire Safety Project funded 

by DoEHLG under pilot scheme. 

· Social Inclusion Grant scheme to be reviewed ahead of 2008 roll-out.. 

Comhairle na nÓg

· Local Comhairle na nÓg held on the 30th November. 5 Candidates elected to attend Dáil na nÓg in Croke Park on the 15th February.
Pride of Place

· Ballyduff Community Council was named winner in Category 1, which is for areas with a population of up to 200 in 2007 competition.
· Waterford County Council was awarded best Local Authority prize.
· Focus now to shift on selection of two communities for 2008 competition.
Community Forum
· Partnerships ongoing in many areas.
Playgrounds

· Official opening of Bonmahon Playground held on the 16th December.
· Works to commence on Dumore East playground early 2008.
· Playgrounds scheduled to be completed in Passage East, Cheekpoint and Clashmore in 2008, subject to the availability of suitable sites and locally raised match funding.
Rural Transport Initiative
· Operating satisfactorily. 
· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries

· Disability and other remedial works ongoing in Tramore Library. Report on required remedial works in Lismore Library prepared.

· Publication of new version of Smith’s Hstory of Waterford planned for early 2008

· Results of  PLUS 2007, a national survey of Irish Library Service are currently being compiled by Irish Library Council and will be available early in 2008
Arts

· Director recruited for Art Links – Professional Development Services for Artists in all disciplines – Partnership project between 5 local authorities & the Arts Council.

· Report on Visual Art in the County due to be submitted by Arts Curator, Sarah Finlay.

· Arts Grants Scheme 2008 advertised. Closing date for applications 25th January 2008.
Heritage

· Post of Heritage Officer (3 Year Contract) advertised. Interviews to be held 16th January.
· Industrial Heritage Survey and Burial Ground surveys ongoing. Final reports due.

· Tallow Village Statement – Agenda Item
· Waterford County Biodiversity Plan – Agenda Item
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