Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise  - March 2008
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

Economic 

· “Work in Waterford” website has attracted over 600,000 hits and over 615 have registered their skills. 
· Advancing sale of two to three sites at Riverstown Industrial Park, Tramore.
· Restructuring of the Inter Agency Task Group agreed as economic sub-committee of CDB.
· Business Development Executive contract under examination.  
· Efforts to secure site for Enterprise Centre ongoing.

· Improved retail opportunities being highlighted in all towns of 2000 population.
Walking Routes

· Meeting held with WCC solicitor in relation to legal challenge on works commenced on Kilmacthomas section of railway walk.
· Work ongoing inhouse on web-based walking guides.
· Launch of web-site scheduled for April 2008.
· Comeragh Mountain Park concept being examined.
Tourism Web Guide
· Work ongoing in relation to web-based tourism guide. Website to be launched April 2008.
Food Tourism

· Food Festival to be launched on the 6th March 2008 in Dromana House. 

· Spring Food Festival to be held from April 11th to April 13th 2008. Programme for event to be agreed.

· The development of farmers’ markets and branding of Co. Waterford as a high-quality food tourism destination will be progressed in 2008 following on from this event.
· NDP 2007-2013 –Tourism Product Development

· Grant aid totalling €236,250 secured for Dunmore East beaches and Tourism Amenity Development. 

· Surfacing and landscaping and signage works underway.

Seán Kelly Tour
· 2008 Seán Kelly Cycling Tour of County Waterford re-scheduled for the 24th of August 2008
· Aim to increase numbers especially from outside the county / overseas for 2008. Extra marketing to be carried out with assistance of Fáilte Ireland. 
· Routes for 100km and 160km similar to 2007 event. Route for 50km altered to take in Cappoquin and Lismore. 

County Development Board

· Next Board meeting to be held on May 1st in Dungarvan.
· CDB Newsletter in preparation.
B.
Social and Community Development

WCC Capital Funding Scheme (Community and Recreational Projects)

· Scheme now being run on a roll-over basis with applications being accepted on an ongoing basis.
Social Inclusion 

· 250 Houses to be supplied with smoke alarms under the Community Fire Safety Project funded 

by DoEHLG under pilot scheme. 

· 2008 Social Inclusion Grant scheme currently advertised. Closing date 11th April 2008. Recommendation made at the March meeting of the Economic and Community SPC that the €6,000 available in each electoral area in 2008 will be paid out in 6 individual grants of €1,000 each. 

Comhairle na nÓg

· 5 candidates elected to represent Waterford County Development Board attended Dáil na nÓg in Croke Park on the 15th February. Further events to be organised for group.
Pride of Place

· Waterford County Council was awarded best Local Authority prize in 2007.
· Focus now to shift on selection of two communities for 2008 competition. Closing date for receipt of entries for the 2008 competition is the 18th April.
· Arrangements to be put in place to host 2008 awards ceremony at a County Waterford venue.
Playgrounds

· ROSPA annual inspections of built playgrounds to be arranged for April.
· Works commenced on Dunmore East playground on February 18th. Expected completion date

30th April 2008.
· Playgrounds scheduled to be completed in Passage East and Cheekpoint in 2008, subject to the availability of suitable sites and locally raised match funding.
· Meeting arranged with local landowner in Clashmore in search for suitable site for proposed playground.
· Initial meeting held with Fenor group. Playground proposed for 2009 for this area.
Rural Transport Initiative
· Passenger numbers increased from 29,522 in 2006 to 44,340 in 2007. 
· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.
· Presentation to be delivered to SPC4 in June in relation to 3 Year Plan, pilot routes, WCC supports etc
Waterford Sports Partnership 

· Sports Capital Grants information workshop held in Rainbow Hall, Kilmacthomas on Tuesday 29th January.
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries

· Disability and other remedial works completed in Tramore Library. Report on required remedial works in Lismore Library prepared.

· “The Ancient and Present State of the County and City of Waterford” edited by Donald Brady, launched on the 11th Feb.
· Results of  PLUS 2007, a national survey of Irish Library Service are currently being compiled by Irish Library Council and will be available early in 2008
Arts

· Director recruited for Art Links – Professional Development Services for Artists in all disciplines – Partnership project between 5 local authorities & the Arts Council.

· Report on Visual Art in the County due to be submitted by Arts Curator, Sarah Finlay.

· Arts Grants 2008, recipients as approved at February meeting notified.
Heritage

· New Heritage Officer, Bernadette Guest commenced on the 1st February 2008. 

· Tenders advertised for 3 Heritage Plan 2008 projects, i.e. Bats in Bridges Survey, Urban Tree Survey and Coastal Park at Tramore 

· Industrial Heritage Survey and Burial Ground Survey final reports submitted.

· Tallow Village Design Statement completed and meeting held to advance actions.

· Draft Bio-Diversity Plan put on public display. Closing date for receipt of submissions has been extended to the 4th April.
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