Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise  - November 2008
	A.      Economic & Tourism Development 


Economic 

· Funding granted for an Enterprise Centre in Kilmacthomas.

· Skills platform met and are responding to downturn in the construction sector. Advancing establishment of business association with FAS.
· Submission made to Enterprise Ireland for additional funding for Dungarvan Enterprise Centre.

· Terms of reference for Waterford Knowledge Campus masterplan being prepared.

· Agencies monitoring Cappoquin Chickens and responding appropriately.

· Ongoing work with IDA and Enterprise Ireland to target sectors. Promotional material will be prepared illustrating the strengths of the County and the region, particularly relating to education and sub-suppliers.

Walking Routes

· Draft trails plan due to be completed by end of year followed by a consultation process. Will provide a rationale for future development priorities and will form the basis for future funding applications.
· Council has obtained interlocutory injunction against individuals preventing work taking place on Kilmacthomas section of Old Railway line. Circuit court hearing heard October 21st adjourned until 26th November.
· Comeragh Mountain Park concept being advanced.
· Assisting local groups to develop local walking routes.
Tourism 
· Tourism section of Council website has undergone substantial changes. Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
NDP 2007-2013 –Tourism Product Development

· Work being carried out a various locations countywide.
Pride of Place

· Over 500 people from all over the island of Ireland including President Mary McAleese attended the Pride of Place award ceremony which took place in Cappoquin Community Centre on Saturday 8th November.
· 50 volunteers were involved in the organistaion of the event including staff of Waterford County Council and other agencies as well as community volunteers.
Seán Kelly Tour

· Seán Kelly Tour of Waterford was held on 24th of August 2008.
· 216 volunteers worked on this year’s tour, right across the county. The work of these volunteers will be acknowledged at a function in Crotty’s Bar, Lemybrien on 27th November.
· The Sean Kelly Tour Committee will meet in November to start planning for the 2009 event.

John Treacy 10 Mile Classic

· Provisional date of 17th May 2009 for John Treacy 10 Mile Classic and 5k fun run to be held in West Waterford in partnership with Waterford Sports Partnership and local athletics clubs.

Food Tourism

· Fund raising night in aid of Food Festival 2009 will be held in Park Hotel, Dungarvan on 13th November will Christmas cookery demos by Paul Flynn and Eunice Power.
· Planning for 2009 festival has commenced. 
· 2009 event will take place from 17th to 19th April 2009.
County Development Board

· County Development Board meeting took place on 4th September last.
	B.      Social and Community Development


WCC Capital Funding Scheme (Community and Recreational Projects)

· Scheme now being run on a roll-over basis with applications being accepted on an ongoing basis. 
Social Inclusion 
· 91 applications received countywide for 2008 Social Inclusion Grant scheme. 
· 250 Houses to be supplied with smoke alarms under the Community Fire Safety Project funded by DoEHLG under pilot scheme. To date 121 smoke alarms have been fitted in the Suir, Lismore and Tramore areas.
Community & Voluntary Awards
· Corporate sponsors are in place for each of the categories, each category award winner will receive €500 and a framed certificate. The overall winner will receive an additional €500 and a specially commissioned piece of commemorative artwork. The awards ceremony will be held in the Clonea Strand Hotel on 14th November.
Audit of Arts, Sports and Community Facilities

· Funding of €12,000 being provided by DoEHLG for comprehensive survey of Arts, Sports and Community facilities. Working Group established. Project to be completed before end of 2008.
· Task group established-shared city and county questionnaire. 
· Temporary member of staff has been recruited to carry out work.
                                                
Playgrounds

· Project scheduled to begin in Passage East in 2008, subject to the availability of suitable sites and locally raised match funding.

· Suitable site being actively sought for Clashmore playground.
· Playgrounds proposed for Fenor, Rathgormack and Lakeside, Tramore in 2009.
Rural Transport Initiative

· Passenger numbers increased from 29,522 in 2006 to 44,340 in 2007. 

· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.

	C.      Arts and Cultural Development 


Libraries

· Costings for conversion of Kilmacthomas Courthouse to Library space has been completed. Work due to commence before the end of 2008 with library due to open in 2009. Opening hours to be looked at.
· Work began on the new Library Development Plan 2009-2014. 

· Work on the refurbishment of Tramore Library is underway and will be completed by late November.

· The contract for the professional assessment of conservation work required on Lismore Branch Library has been awarded. Initial survey work has conmmenced. The necessary consolidation works on the building will commence as soon as the assessment is complete and contractors are appointed. 
· Childrens Book Festival took place during the last two weeks in October with events held in all branches across the county.

· Science based activities planned for Dungarvan and Tramore Library and other venues during science week 10th -16th November.

· Launch of the Sean Byrne collection to take place on 10th November in Dungarvan Library. 
Arts

· Tramore SS: Commission has been awarded to the artist Rory Breslin from Co. Mayo, with his sculpture ‘Iris’ which will be carved in bronze and will be almost 5m high. It will be located in Tramore’s new Town Park.

· Dungarvan SS: Installation has been completed.
Heritage

· Heritage Plan projects for 2008 including Bats in Bridges Survey, Urban Tree Survey, Graveyards Guidance Document and Tramore Bay Coastal Management  Study have been completed. 

· Draft Guidance Booklet on the Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards has been prepared. Graveyards Seminar took place in the Dungarvan Park Hotel on Wednesday October 29th with speakers from DoEHLG and Archivist, Conservation Officer and Heritage Officer from County Council. 

· Presentation to the award winners in the Golden Mile competition will be made at Council meeting.
Biodiversity

· Biodiversity Awareness Training for staff was delivered in October 2008. 

· Liaising with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and WIT on biodiversity projects including seminar on Invasive Species in November and Mammal Monitoring in Woodlands and Forestry Plantations. 
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