Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise  - October 2008
	A.      Economic & Tourism Development 


Economic 

· Meeting of economic sub-committee of County Development Board was held on the 4th September. This sub-committee is addressing issues including property, skills, marketing, target sectors and entrepeneurship.
· Funding granted for an Enterprise Centre in Kilmacthomas.

· Skills platform met and are responding to downturn in the construction sector. Advancing establishment of business association with FAS.
· Working with businesses in Riverstown to promote Industrial Park. Meeting with businesses scheduled for 23rd October.
· Submission made to Enterprise Ireland for additional funding for Dungarvan Enterprise Centre.

· Terms of reference for Waterford Knowledge Campus masterplan being prepared.

· Agencies monitoring Cappoquin Chickens and responding appropriately.

Walking Routes

· Waterford selected as pilot for National Trails Planning Project. Draft plan due to be completed by end of year followed by a consultation process. Will provide a rationale for future development priorities and will form the basis for future funding applications.
· Council has obtained interlocutory injunction against individuals preventing work taking place on Kilmacthomas section of Old Railway line on appeal to the High Court. Circuit court hearing October 21st.
· Comeragh Mountain Park concept being advanced.
· Assisting local groups to develop local walking routes.
Tourism 
· Tourism section of Council website has undergone substantial changes. Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· Golf initiative launched on 9th October.
NDP 2007-2013 –Tourism Product Development

· Grant aid totalling €609,000 secured for 5 projects countywide in 2008. Projects located in Comeraghs, Dunmore East, Tramore and Seán Kelly Routes. Contracts received some works underway.
· Substantial works carried out in Dunmore East in 2008.

· Permanent signage to be erected on Sean Kelly Tour Cycling routes by the end of 2008.

Pride of Place

· In recognition of Ballyduff Upper winning overall prize in Pride of Place and WCC winning best local authority in 2007, West Waterford host the prize-giving ceremony on November 8th next. 500 people from all over the island of Ireland will attend. 
· In House team working on event being held in Cappoquin Community Centre on 8th November. Presidential visit, sponsorship being sought. 
· Tramore Community Care representing County Waterford this year. 
Seán Kelly Tour

· Seán Kelly Tour of Waterford was held on 24th of August 2008.
· 216 volunteers worked on this year’s tour, right across the county. The work of these volunteers was acknowledged at a function in Crotty’s Bar, Lemybrien on 9th October.
· The Sean Kelly Tour Committee will meet in October to decide on a date and start planning for the 2009 event.

John Treacy 10 Mile Classic

· Provisional date of 17th May 2009 for John Treacy 10 Mile Classic and 5k fun run to be held in West Waterford in partnership with Waterford Sports Partnership and local athletics clubs.

Food Tourism

· Planning for 2009 festival has commenced. 
· 2009 event will take place from 17th to 19th April 2009.
County Development Board

· County Development Board meeting took place on 4th September last.
	B.      Social and Community Development


WCC Capital Funding Scheme (Community and Recreational Projects)

· Scheme now being run on a roll-over basis with applications being accepted on an ongoing basis. 
Social Inclusion 
· 91 applications received countywide for 2008 Social Inclusion Grant scheme. 
· 250 Houses to be supplied with smoke alarms under the Community Fire Safety Project funded by DoEHLG under pilot scheme. To date 121 smoke alarms have been fitted in the Suir, Lismore and Tramore areas.
Community & Voluntary Awards
· Corporate sponsors are in place for each of the categories, each category award winner will receive €500 and a framed certificate. The overall winner will receive an additional €500 and a specially commissioned piece of commemorative artwork. The awards ceremony will be held in the Clonea Strand Hotel on 14th November.
Audit of Arts, Sports and Community Facilities

· Funding of €12,000 being provided by DoEHLG for comprehensive survey of Arts, Sports and Community facilities. Working Group established. Project to be completed before end of 2008.
· Task group established-shared city and county questionnaire. Currently recruiting temporary member of staff to carry out work.
                                                
Playgrounds

· Project scheduled to begin in Passage East in 2008, subject to the availability of suitable sites and locally raised match funding.

· Suitable site being actively sought for Clashmore playground.
· Playgrounds proposed for Fenor, Rathgormack and Lakeside, Tramore in 2009.
· New proposals for funding of playgrounds currently being examined in conjunction with WLP Ltd.
Rural Transport Initiative

· Passenger numbers increased from 29,522 in 2006 to 44,340 in 2007. 

· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.

	C.      Arts and Cultural Development 


Libraries

· Costings for conversion of Kilmacthomas Courthouse to Library space has been completed. Work due to commence before the end of 2008 with library due to open in 2009. Opening hours to be looked at.
· Over 950 children participated in a summer reading scheme, with weekly draws, competitions and prizes. 
· Work began on the new Library Development Plan 2009-2014. 

· Work on the refurbishment of Tramore Library is underway and will be completed by late November.

· The contract for the professional assessment of conservation work required on Lismore Branch Library has been awarded. The necessary consolidation works on the building will commence as soon as the assessment is complete and contractors are appointed.  
Arts

· Tramore SS: Commission has been awarded to the artist Rory Breslin from Co. Mayo, with his sculpture ‘Iris’ which will be carved in bronze and will be almost 5m high. It will be located in Tramore’s new Town Park.

· Dungarvan SS: Installation has been completed.
Heritage

· Heritage Plan projects for 2008 due for completion by end of October including Bats in Bridges Survey, Urban Tree Survey, Graveyards Guidance Document and Tramore Bay Coastal Management  Study. 

· Draft Guidance Booklet on the Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards has been prepared. Graveyards Seminar will take place in the Dungarvan Park Hotel on Wednesday October 29th with speakers from DoEHLG and Archivist, Conservation Officer and Heritage Officer from County Council. 

· Two entries received for Golden Mile competition. 
· Successful attendance at Heritage Week events. Events organised by County Council included   bilingual guided walk and talk on placenames in Rathgormack Hiking Centre, Art Exhibition on Irish Lighthouses and talk by Rose Ryall  on Irish Lighthouses, daily Heritage Quiz on WLRFM  Billy McCarthy Show, exhibition on biodiversity  and  launch of Biodiversity Plan,  beach walk on Clonea Blue Flag Beach, and Talk on Underwater Archaeology in Tramore Coastguard Station. 
Biodiversity

·  Biodiversity Awareness Training for staff and elected members to be delivered in October 2008. 

· Liaising with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and WIT on biodiversity projects including seminar on Invasive Species in October and Mammal Monitoring in Woodlands and Forestry Plantations. 
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