Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise  - June 2008
	A.      Economic & Tourism Development 


Economic 

· Work in Waterford” website has attracted over 600,000 hits and over 630 have registered their skills. The website is currently being re-vamped.

· Next meeting of newly formed economic sub-committee of County Development Board to be held on the 30th June. The agenda will include marketing, skills and entrepreneurship. 

· Design Team for the Dungarvan Community Enterprise Centre has been appointed.

· Advancing sale of 2-3 sites at Riverstown Industrial Park, Tramore. Mapping being finalised.
· Upgrading Food Producers element of Food Festival website.

Walking Routes

· Waterford selected as pilot for National Trails Planning Project. Initial Trails Strategy workshop held in Dunhill Education & Enterprise Centre on 19th May. Attendees to the workshop included members of WCC staff as well as members of local interest groups. Draft plan due to be completed by June followed by a consultation process.
· Legal challenge on railway walk currently being addressed. Council has referred report on damage caused to walk to Gardai and has instigated injunction proceedings against named individuals to prevent them from stopping repairs to the damaged section being carried out.
· Comeragh Mountain Park concept being examined.
· Fáilte Ireland funding announced for walks in the Comeraghs, Dunmore East and Tramore.
Tourism 
· Tourism section of Council website has undergone substantial changes. Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place, Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· IMMRAMA Travel Writing Festival to be held from 12th to 15th June in Lismore.
NDP 2007-2013 –Tourism Product Development

· Grant aid totalling €609,000 secured for 5 projects countywide in 2008. Projects located in Comeraghs, Dunmore East, Tramore and Seán Kelly Routes.

Seán Kelly Tour

· 2008 Seán Kelly Cycling Tour of County Waterford scheduled for the 24th of August 2008.
· Website now live and 2008 entries being accepted on line and by post.
· Aim to increase numbers especially from outside the county / overseas for 2008. Extra marketing to be carried out with assistance of Fáilte Ireland. 
· Routes for 100km and 160km similar to 2007. Route for 50km altered to take in Cappoquin and Lismore. 
· Sean Kelly Tour Training Spins commenced on 23rd May and are due to take place at locations around the county during summer 2008 in the lead up to the event.

· Waterford County and City Councillors heading up the Waterford Sports Partnership ‘Team Challenge’ initiative as part of this years tour.

County Development Board

· Next Board meeting to be held on Sept 4th  in Dungarvan.
· Indecon Report on CDB’s available upon request.
	B.      Social and Community Development


WCC Capital Funding Scheme (Community and Recreational Projects)

· Scheme now being run on a roll-over basis with applications being accepted on an ongoing basis. See separate summary of projects funded to date.
Social Inclusion 

· 250 Houses to be supplied with smoke alarms under the Community Fire Safety Project funded by DoEHLG under pilot scheme. 

· Over 80 applications received countywide for 2008 Social Inclusion Grant scheme. Applications across the 5 Electoral Areas will be presented for recommendation at the next round of Area Meetings. 
Pride of Place

· Tramore Community Care selected as representative for Co Waterford in 2008. 
· Arrangements being put in place to host 2008 awards ceremony at Lismore Castle in November.
Audit of Arts, Sports and Community Facilities

· Funding of €12,000 to be provided by DoEHLG for comprehensive survey of Arts, Sports and Community facilities. Working Group being established. Project to be completed before end of 2008.
                                                
Playgrounds

· ROSPA annual inspections of built playgrounds carried out in April.

· Dunmore East playground officially opened on Sunday, the 27th April.

· Playgrounds scheduled to be completed in Passage East and Cheekpoint in 2008, subject to the availability of suitable sites and locally raised match funding.

· Awaiting report on costings for two possible sites for proposed playground in Clashmore from ‘Go-Play’ playground construction consultants. Consultation with local playground committee to be held when findings of this report are finalised.
· Initial meeting held with Fenor group. Playground proposed for 2009 for this area.

Rural Transport Initiative

· Passenger numbers increased from 29,522 in 2006 to 44,340 in 2007. 

· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.

· Presentation to be delivered to SPC4 in June in relation to 3 Year Plan, pilot routes, WCC supports etc

	C.      Arts and Cultural Development 


Libraries

· Disability and other remedial works completed in Tramore Library. Report on required remedial works in Lismore Library prepared.

· Bealtaine Festival events currently being organised by Library, launched at Coastguard Station on Tuesday 20th May.
· Draft Library Development Programme under preparation.
Arts

· Tramore SS: Commission currently advertised. Closing date 1st week in June with the aim towards awarding of tender in September.

· Dungarvan SS: Art piece to be located opposite Dungarvan Castle. Installation due to be completed by late June.

· Cosc art exhibition which is currently being held in Tramore Coastguard Station  from May 29th to June 15th. The exhibition is being held in conjunction with  Cosc, The National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence first international conference ‘Stopping violence: What works?’ which was held in WIT on 29th and 30th May.

Heritage

· Heritage Plan 2008 contracts awarded for Bats in Bridges Survey, Urban Tree Survey and Tramore Bay Environs Study.
· Industrial Heritage Survey and Burial Ground Survey final reports submitted. Burial ground seminar being organised for Autumn.
· Tidy Towns seminar held. Entries needed for Golden Mile competition.
· Report work on Woodstown Site currently being carried out by Mr. Donald Brady to investigate the following: designation as National Monument needs to be raised with Minister; ownership-site back in administrative area of WCC; display of artefacts-Waterford Treasures is the only suitable place; International Conference to take place in 2009 highlighting Viking Settlement; information booklet to be compiled by WCC in partnership with Kilkenny and Waterford City Local Authorities.

Biodiversity

· Adoption of County Waterford Biodiversity Plan-agenda item.

· Waterford County Council successful in receiving funding from the Heritage Council for Biodiversity Plan projects i.e. Biodiversity Training for local authority staff,  Radio Programme on Biodiversity, Workshop on Invasive Species

· Liaising with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and WIT on plans to collaborate on a number of biodiversity projects over the coming year.
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