Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise  - January 2009
	A.      Economic & Tourism Development 


Economic 
· The County Development Board is preparing a review of the County Strategy.  This commenced on 4th December and is scheduled for completion in April 2009. 

· Planning Application for Dungarvan Enterprise Centre submitted.  Plans for Enterprise Centre in An Rinn advancing. 

· Advancing the establishment of a Skills Association with FAS 

· Waterford County Council, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Waterford Institute of Technology advancing terms of reference for masterplan for the Waterford Knowledge Campus. 

· Ongoing work with IDA and Enterprise Ireland to target sectors. Promotional material will be prepared illustrating the strengths of the County and the region, particularly relating to education and sub-suppliers. 

· Working with businesses in Riverstown Business Park to raise the profile and establish a business association. 

Walking Routes

· Draft trails plan due to be completed in early 2009 followed by a consultation process. Will provide a rationale for future development priorities and will form the basis for future funding applications.
· Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line to be heard in February.
· Improving Comeraghs tourism infrastructure:

· Council assisted in putting looped walks in place near Rathgormack

· Resurfaced car parks in the Nire

· Mahon Falls car park improved

· Work commenced on extending pathway to Mahon Falls
Tourism 
· Tourism section of Council website has undergone substantial changes. Due to be launched at Holiday World, RDS on 23rd January.
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
NDP 2007-2013 –Tourism Product Development

· Work being carried out at various locations countywide.

· Major project under way with the erection of the permanent Sean Kelly Tour signage. 
· Work has commenced on looped walks in Tramore and Dunmore East.

Seán Kelly Tour

· The date for the 2009 tour is now set for 30th August 2009
· Online and postal entry to open in late January. 
John Treacy 10 Mile Classic

· Preparation for the John Treacy 10 mile Calssic and 5k fun run which will take place on 17th May 2009 is now well underway.
· The event will be officially launched in February with the announcement of entry details, charity, route, prizes etc.

· This event will start and finish in Villierstown.

Food Tourism
· Planning for 2009 festival is well advanced. 
· 2009 event will take place on 18th & 19th April 2009.
County Development Board

· County Development Board meeting took place on 4th December.
	B.      Social and Community Development


WCC Capital Funding Scheme (Community and Recreational Projects)

· Scheme now being run on a roll-over basis with applications being accepted on an ongoing basis. 
Social Inclusion 
· 91 applications received countywide for 2008 Social Inclusion Grant scheme. 
· 250 Houses to be supplied with smoke alarms under the Community Fire Safety Project funded by DoEHLG under pilot scheme. To date 121 smoke alarms have been fitted in the Suir, Lismore and Tramore areas.
Audit of Arts, Sports and Community Facilities

· Funding of €12,000 being provided by DoEHLG for comprehensive survey of Arts, Sports and Community facilities. Working Group established. 
· 160 community, sports and arts facilities have been audited.
                                                
Playgrounds
· Work scheduled to begin on playground in Passage East in early 2009, subject to the availability of suitable site and locally raised match funding.

· Suitable site being actively sought for proposed playground in Clashmore. Pending local funding and site location, work on playground should begin in 2009.

· Playgrounds proposed for Fenor, Rathgormack, An Rinn and Lakeside, Tramore in 2009/2010.
Rural Transport Initiative

· In 2008 Rural Transport Initiative ran over 4,000 services. Passenger numbers are in the region of 46,500 which is an increase on 2007 numbers.
· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.

	C.      Arts and Cultural Development 


Libraries
· Celebration to mark the 20th anniversary of the opening of Portlaw Library took place on 19th December. Exterior has recently been re-painted, new guttering etc.
· Work has begun on the new Library Development Plan 2009-2014. 

· Work on the refurbishment of Tramore Library is complete.
· Work on the restoration of Lismore Branch Library commenced in December.
Arts
· Dungarvan SS: Artistic installation has been fully completed.

· Tramore SS: Artistic feature due for completion May 2009.

· N25 Waterford By Pass scheme in partnership with NRA, Waterford City Council-commission template agreed.

Heritage
· Scoping study for Tramore Coastal Zone Management Plan received. 

· Draft Report received on Survey of Significant Trees in Tallow, Lismore, Cappoquin, Stradbally, Kilmacthomas, Portlaw, Tramore and Dunmore East. 

· Bats in Bridges-draft report received.
· Draft Guidance Booklet on the Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards has been prepared. Graveyards Seminar will take place in the Dungarvan Park Hotel on Wednesday October 29th with speakers from DoEHLG and Archivist, Conservation Officer and Heritage Officer from County Council. 

Biodiversity
· Seminar on invasive species was held on 22nd November at Manor Hotel, Waterford.

· Public Talks given: Tramore Coastguard 14th October, Dungarvan Museum 21st October, Farm Families Group, Dungarvan 30th October, Waterford Branch of Irish Wildlife Trust, 10th November and Lismore tidy Towns Group, 13th November.
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