COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th September, 2009.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G Barron

Cllr. L Brazil


Cllr. J Carey


Cllr. B Coffey


Cllr. J Conway

Cllr. T Cronin



Cllr. P Daly


Cllr. D Doocey



Cllr. P Fitzgerald

Cllr. D Geoghegan



Cllr. M Greene

Cllr. B Mansfield



Cllr. P Nugent

Cllr. P O’Callaghan


Cllr. J O’Leary

Cllr. M J O’Ryan



Cllr. L O’Sullivan

Cllr. AM Power



Cllr. J Pratt


Cllr. J Tobin

ATTENDING:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Ms. C. Horan, A/County Secretary

APOLOGIES: 
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise



  
Cllr. T Higgins

Cllr. B Kyne

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


former Tramore Town Councillor Ben Gavin,  Mr William Kenneally, , Mr Kevin Doyle, Ms Sharon Rooney, Mrs Maud Power, Carrickbeg, Mr Brian Lineen, Mr  Nicky O’Connor, Ms Maureen O’Donoghue, Mrs Mary Power, Kinsalebeg.  
One minute’s silence was observed.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

In her opening address the Mayor congratulated those involved in the success of the Sean Kelly Cycling Tour especially the volunteer workers.  She also praised the Tidy Town participants and acknowledged the work of the Area Engineers and Outdoor Staff.  

The Council passed a vote of Congratulations to the Waterford Junior Camogie Team on reaching the All Ireland Final.

 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13th JULY, 2009

Proposed by Cllr. Greene, seconded by Cllr. O’Sullivan and agreed.

(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of July & August, 2009, were noted.  Proposed by Cllr. Geoghegan and seconded by Cllr. O’Sullivan.

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of July & August, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

 (4)
PRESENTATION ON REVISED WATER SERVICES INVESTMENT PROGRAMME
Mr PJ Kindregan, A/SEE, gave an informative presentation on Revised Water Services Investment Programme.

(5) 
CONSIDERATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS SCHEME 2009

On the proposal of Cllr. Greene, seconded by Cllr O’Sullivan, it was agreed to adopt the Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2009 as presented. 

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Greene,

Seconded by Cllr. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the adoption of the Higher Education Grant Scheme for 2009 as presented.”

(6)
Proposal for sale of Affordable Housing in Crooke, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001


On the proposal of Cllr. Carey, seconded by Cllr. Cronin, it was agreed to the Proposal for Sale of Affordable Housing in Crooke, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Proposal for Sale of Affordable Housing in Crooke, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(7)
Proposal for sale of 5.3sqm to ESB at Riverstown Industrial Estate, Tramore  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001

On the proposal of  Cllr. Daly, seconded by Cllr. Carey, it was agreed to the Proposal for sale of 5.3sqm to ESB at Riverstown Industrial Estate, Tramore  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Proposal for sale of 5.3sqm to ESB at Riverstown Industrial Estate, Tramore  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(8)   
Consideration of Resolution to borrow money from the Housing Finance Agency for Housing Loans


On the proposal of Cllr. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. Cronin, it was agreed to borrow to a maximum of €2,925,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for Housing Loans.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Geoghegan,

Seconded by Cllr. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to borrow to a  maximum of €2,925,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for Housing Loans.”

(9)
Consideration of Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD08/1265, Ballynagaul More, Ring
On the proposal of Cllr. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald, it was agreed to adopt the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD08/1265, Ballynagaul More, Ring.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Mansfield,

Seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the  Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD08/1265, Ballynagaul More, Ring.”

(10)
CONSIDERATION of Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD09/70, Poulnagunoge, Clonmel 


On the proposal of Cllr. Greene, seconded by Cllr. O’Ryan it was agreed to adopt the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD09/70, Poulnagunoge, Clonmel.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Greene,

Seconded by Cllr. O’Ryan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the  Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD09/70, Poulnagunoge, Clonmel.”

(11)
Consideration of Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD09/180, Greenan, Clonmel


On the proposal of Cllr. O’Ryan, seconded by Cllr. Greene, it was agreed to adopt the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD09/180, Greenan, Clonmel.


Resolution:
Proposed by Cllr. O’Ryan,

Seconded by Cllr. Greene, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the  Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 File Ref PD09/180, Greenan, Clonmel.”
(12)
Consideration of One-Way Traffic System in TrAmore


Ms Jane O’Neill, SEE, gave a presentation on the proposed One-Way Traffic System in Tramore.  She advised the Members that Public Consultation had taken place and that the Area Committee had been consulted and had approved the proposal.  It is proposed that works will be commenced and completed in November.

(13) 
Report of Part VIII process for Glen Road, Tramore and update on Gold Coast Road

Mr Séan Hobbs, SEE, Tramore House, gave a presentation of proposed works for Glen Road, Tramore.  He outlined 3 proposed modifications to the project and recommended that Waterford County Council would not proceed with the present plans to allow for the proposed modifications to be incorporated and to allow for further public consultation.
(14)
Consideration of Nominations to River Suir (Clonmel) Drainage Scheme Committee  




Cllr O’Ryan was nominated by Group Vote.  On the proposal of Cllr. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. Power, Cllrs Green & Coffey were also nominated to the River Suir (Clonmel) Drainage Scheme Committee.
(15)
Direction to County Manager regarding the Preparation of the Draft County Development Plan 


Mr B White, Director of Services informed Council Members that special area meetings will be held in early November.  In the interim a window of opportunity is available for Members to prepare and submit Draft Policy issues to be considered.

 (16)
Induction Course for Newly Elected Members organised by DoEHLG 


Mr F. Curran, Director of Services, advised Council Members that the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government has organized an Induction Course for newly Elected Members at various venues throughout the country, interested Members were asked to contact Mr F. Curran to arrange attendance.  Cllr O’Ryan asked if the DEHLG could organize courses outside of normal working hours; Mr F. Curran undertook to pass on this request.
(17)
Progress Reports 

(A) Sanitary Services 

Carrick/Rathgormac Water Scheme

Cllr. Greene requested a report on the Carrick/Rathgormac Water Scheme.

Public Toilets - Tallow

Cllr. Tobin queried the closure of the Public Toilets at Tallow.  In reply, Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services, replied that this service had been curtailed due to budget cuts.

Water Quality - Ring

Cllr. Cronin raised the issue of the quality of water in the Ring area.  In response, Mr M. Quinn stated that a number of measures have been taken in the past 18 months and further solutions are being investigated.

Water Supply - Grange

Cllr. Cronin questioned the ownership of the Water Supply for the Grange area as it is on Glanbia property which is now for sale.  Mr M. Quinn will revert on this matter.

(B) Community & Enterprise 

Off-Road Cycle Tracks

Cllr. Mansfield requested an update on off-road Cycle Tracks.  In response, Mr R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, replied that discussions are taking place with Coillte in this regard as it is the natural progression from the Sean Kelly Tour.  The Council will be advised of any updates. 

Playground in Ballinroad

Cllr. Mansfield questioned if there were plans to develop a Playground in Ballinroad.  In reply, Mr R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, advised that he will revert on the matter.

Library Service

An Mhéara expressed disappointment at the cutting of opening hours in the Library Service.  In reponse, Mr R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that there is an acute awareness of the impact of reduced services, but, cuts in the budget will ultimately result in cuts in public services.

(C) Environment 

Foul Odours –Youghal Landfill Site

Cllr. Mansfield questioned if Cork County Council could be contacted with regard to foul odours emanating from the Youghal Landfill Site.
Tour of Dungarvan Landfill Site 
Mr B. White, Director of Services, invited the Members on a tour of Dungarvan Landfill Site to see remedial works being undertaken.  It is proposed that the tour would take place prior to the next Council Meeting, transport to be arranged from the Civic Offices.  At the request of Cllr. Geoghegan, it was agreed that an invitation would also be issued to the Media to attend.
Leachate at Tramore Landfill
Cllr. Conway enquired regarding progress of how Leachate was to be dealt with at Tramore Landfill Site.  Mr B. White, Director of Services, reported options would be discussed with the EPA on the 16th September.
(D) Fire 

Kilmacthomas Fire Station
Cllr. Brazil requested an update on Kilmacthomas Fire Station.  In reply, Mr F. Curran, Director of Services, advised that the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government had a number of queries which have been replied to.
Prioritisation Levels for Fire Station Funding

In response to Cllr Coffey, Mr F. Curran replied that new guidelines were awaited from the DEHLG.
(E) Roads 

Pedestrian Lights
Cllr. O’Sullivan requested an update on the Pedestrian Lights at the Gaelscoil in Tramore.  In response, Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services advised that the Pedestrian Lights had been ordered and the ESB had been asked to conduct the necessary works.

Westbrook, Tramore
Cllr O’Sullivan questioned why an area of grass was left unseeded at Westbrook, Tramore.  Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services advised that due to drainage difficulties it was decided not to re-seed the area in question until the matter had been resolved.

Opening of Inlets/Repair of Potholes
Cllr. O’Ryan urged the opening of inlets and repairing of potholes.  In response, Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services, advised that due to budget cuts priority will be given to works in this regard where there is an issue of road safety.

Signage at Roundabout - Kilmeaden

Cllr O’Leary asked for signage to be placed at the Roundabout at Kilmeaden as large trucks are taking incorrect routes and ending up in Ballyduff causing traffic problems.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, advised that he was unaware of this problem and would revert on the matter.

Resurfacing Works - Tramore

Cllr. Conway requested a report on a number of matters in relation to the cost of resurfacing works at Robin Hill to Pickardstown following the failure of the original surfacing.  An Mhéara advised Cllr. Conway to submit his queries in writing to the Area Engineer for reporting.
Whelan’s Bridge
Cllr. O’Leary asked for an update on Whelan’s Bridge.  Mr M Quinn stated that this had been discussed at Area Committee Meeting.
(F) Housing 

There were no matters arising.
(18)
Correspondence 

There was no correspondence to be dealt with.
(19)
Conferences


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. Doocey ,    

Seconded by Cllr. Geoghegan, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences.”

	TJK Conferences Ltd - Local Government Seminar
	September 25th & 26th, 2009.
	Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick.
	€150.00

	From the Canvass To the Council Chamber   (Mod 1 plus)
	August 28th - 30th, 2009.
	Clonea, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.
	€245.00

	From the Canvass To the Council Chamber   (Mod 2 plus)
	September 18th - 20th, 2009.
	Clifden Station House Hotel, Clifden, Co. Galway.
	€245.00

	North South Confederation - Cllr Co-Operation North & South 
	October 9th - 10th, 2009.
	Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.
	€195.00

	Health & Safety Issues In Local Government
	October 30th - Nov 1st, 2009.
	Carraig Hotel, Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary.
	€245.00

	Council Budgets 2010
	November 20th - 22nd, 2009.
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
	€245.00

	Digital Democracy
	30th October 2009 
	Trinity College's Science Gallery
	€595.00

	Congress of Local & Regional Authorities 
	16th November 2009
	Utrecht , Netherlands 
	 

	Merriman Summer School
	16th - 22nd August 2009
	Glór Irish Music Centre, Ennis, Co Clare
	€150.00

	Local Government & The Arts
	21st - 23rd August 2009 
	Doolly's Hotel, Emmet Sq, Birr, Co Offaly
	€245.00

	Planning & Development (Amendment) Bill 2009 
	18th - 20th September 2009
	The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Rd, Galway
	€245.00

	From the Canvass to the Council Chamber 
	18th - 20th September 2009
	Station House hotel, Clifden, Co Galway
	€245.00

	Local Government Workshop
	18th September 2009 
	Dept of Government, UCC
	€220.00

	Promoting Partnership in Tourisim 
	26th - 28th November 2009
	Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co Clare
	€249.00

	Kilkee Waterworld Conference
	17th - 18th September 2009
	Stella Maris Hotel, Kilkee, Co Clare
	€160.00

	Douglas Hyde Conference 2009 - Culture & The Economy
	16th - 18th October 2009 
	Abbeyfield Hotel, Ballaghaderren, Co Roscommon
	€250.00

	The Blascaod Commemoration
	8th - 11th October 2009
	Ionad an Bhlascaoid Mhóir, Dún Chaoin, Co Chiarraí
	€60.00

	Governance Training Seminar for Elected Members
	18th - 20th September 2009
	Clifden Station House Hotel, Clifden, Co. Galway.
	€245.00

	Voluntary Housing and Sheltered Housing for the Elderly Seminar
	23rd - 25th October 2009
	Manor West Hotel Spa & Leisure Club, Killarney Road, Tralee
	€225.00

	5th Annual Irish Public Partnerships Policy Forum
	11th Nov 2009
	Gresham Hotel Dublin
	€322.00

	7th National Tourism Conference - The Arts, Culture and Tourism
	25th September, 2009
	THE Talbot Carlow, Portlaois Road, Carlow
	€190.00

	Getting a Grip 2009 - Reducing Drug and Alcohol Related Harm
	8th - 9th October 2009
	Europe Hotel and Resort, Killarney, Co. Kerry
	€230

	The Planning & Development (Amendment) Bill 2009
	18th - 20th September 2009
	Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Galway
	€245

	2009 La Touche Legacy Seminar "Are Local Authorities Good for your Health?"
	2nd - 4th October 2009
	Charlesland Golf & Country Club, Greystones, Co. Wicklow
	€210

	10th National Blackwater Valley Tourism Conference
	8th - 10th October 2009
	Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork
	€240

	Self Build Extend & Renovate Conference & Exhibition
	11th - 12th September 2009
	Citywest Convention Centre, Co. Dublin
	Free Tickets in G.P.


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. Doocey

Seconded by Cllr. Geoghegan, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conferences from 14th July to 14th September 2009 as follows.”

Richard Cantillon Summer School 15th – 17th July, 2009 – Ballyheigee, Co. Kerry

· Cllr. Barron

Renewable Energy 8th – 9th August, 2009 – Westport, Co. Mayo

· Ger Barron

McGill Summer School 19th – 24th July, 2009 – Genties, Co. Donegal

· Cllr. Coffey

· Cllr. Greene

Effective Communications 31st July – 2nd August, 2009 – Oughterard, Co. Galway

· Cllr. Coffey

· Cllr. Brazil

Planning and Building Energy Regulations 24th – 26th July, 2009 – Bunclody, Co. Wexford.

· Cllr. Geoghegan

Role of Local Authorities in Protecting our Water Resources 14th – 16th August, 2009 – Furbo, Co. Galway

· Cllr. Geoghegan

Local Government and the Arts 21st – 23rd August, 2009 – Oughterard, Co. Galway

· Cllr. Geoghegan

Merriman Summer School 16th – 22nd August, 2009 – Ennis, Co. Clare

· Cllr. Power

Voluntary housing & Sheltered Housing for the Elderly Seminar 11th – 13th September, 2009 – Tralee, Co. Kerry

· Cllr. Pratt

(20) 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

Cllr. Conway moved on the following motion:-

“That this Council advance in County Waterford Sustainable Transport Initiatives and in particular the concept of ‘Car Clubs and Safe to School’ Policies.”

Proposed: Cllr. Conway

Seconded:  Cllr. Daly, and agreed.
Cllr. Conway moved on the following motion:-

“In view of the impact that knife-crime can have on communities, this Council calls on the Minister for JELR and the Garda Siochána to progress Amnesties for Bladed Weapons as a measure to address this growing problem.”

Proposed: Cllr. Conway

Seconded:  Cllr. Daly, and agreed.
Cllr. Conway moved on the following motion:-

“This  Council deplores the abolition of the School book Grant and calls on the Minister for Education and Science to reinstate it forthwith.”

Proposed: Cllr. Conway

Seconded:  Cllr. Daly, and agreed.
Cllr. Coffey moved on the following motion:-

“That Waterford County Council together with Waterford City Council, Board Failte, WIT, Waterford Sports Partnership and all the necessary stakeholders to immediately form a Steering Group with its sole objective to maximize the possible benefits to Waterford of the 2012 Olympics to be held in London.”

Proposed: Cllr. Coffey

Seconded:  Cllr. Geoghegan, and agreed.
[It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Geoghegan that Standing Orders be suspended to allow the meeting to continue after 5pm.]

Cllr. Tobin moved on the following motion:-

“Waterford County Council requests the Minister for Finance to continue to support the Rural Transport Initiative. (Copy of motion to be sent to all other Local Authorities, the Minister for Transport, An Taoiseach and the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs).”

Proposed: Cllr. Tobin

Seconded:  Cllr. Greene, and agreed.
(21)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS


WLR FM – 20th Anniversary


An Mhéara congratulated WLR FM on its 20th Anniversary and expressed gratitude for their invaluable service to the people of Waterford.  She wished them every success for the future.

Substitution of nomination to the Board of County Waterford VEC

Cllr J Carey proposed that Cllr. P Nugent replace Cllr D Geoghan as the Council’s representative on the Board of County Waterford VEC.   The proposal was seconded by Cllr P Nugent and agreed.

 This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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