COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th November, 2009.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. L Brazil 


Cllr. J Carey



Cllr. B Coffey


Cllr. J Conway

Cllr. T Cronin

Cllr. P Daly




Cllr. D Doocey

Cllr. P Fitzgerald



Cllr. M Greene

Cllr. T Higgins 


Cllr. B Kyne


Cllr. B Mansfield


Cllr. P Nugent

Cllr. P O’Callaghan


Cllr. J O’Leary

Cllr. M J O’Ryan


Cllr. L O’Sullivan

Cllr. AM Power


Cllr. J Tobin


Cllr. J Pratt
ATTENDING:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Ms.T. O’Brien, A/County Secretary

APOLOGIES: 
Cllr. G Barron, Cllr. D Geoghegan.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:  Pat Beaty, Sr Nora Ellard, Ann Beecher, Michael Guiry, Cha Dunford, Jimmy Corcoran, Mick Hassett, John J. Connolly.  One minute’s silence was observed.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

The Council passed a vote of Congratulations to: Ballygunner GAA Club on winning the Minor & Senior County Hurling Titles and to Stradbally GAA Club on reaching the Munster Club Football Championship. 
 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th OCTOBER 2009

Proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Power and agreed.

(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of October, 2009, were noted.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Sullivan and seconded by Cllr. Mansfield.

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of October, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Pre-Planning Meetings

Cllr Brazil proposed the re-instatement of on-site Pre-Planning Meetings for Council Members.  This proposal was supported by Cllr Daly and Cllr Tobin.   In reply, Mr B White, Director of Services advised that protocols had been put in place some months previously with a view to streamlining efficiencies and avoiding duplication of visits, in light of limited resources. He confirmed that site visits would take place following submission of an application, if deemed necessary.   He agreed to re-circulate the protocols to all members and to work with the Planning & Environment SPC in an effort to address any concerns.    Following debate, the County Mayor ruled that discussion of operational matters, being an Executive rather than a Reserved function, was inappropriate for the Council meeting.   She referred the matter of drafting policy in relation to pre-planning to the appropriate SPC for consideration and recommendation. 
Claim against Council
Cllr Kyne asked Mr B White, Director of Services to confirm if a local company had entered a claim against the Council, on foot of a planning decision.  In reply, Mr B White, Director of Services confirmed that John A Wood Ltd, Cappagh had entered a claim for €40 million in connection with a planning condition limiting the quantity of material to be quarried.   The permission had been upheld by An Bord Pleanála.
Planning Application PD09/626 (Invalid Ref PD09/587 Incomplete Application)
In reply to Cllr Mansfield, Mr B White, Director of Services advised that Planning Application PD09/626 at Ballyrandle, Dungarvan would be dealt with on its merits and in line with the Planning Policies of the Council.
Planning Bill
In reply to Cllr Coffey’s concerns regarding forced urbanization under the Planning Bill 2009, Mr B White, Director of Services advised that the general principles of the Planning Bill 2009 would be taken into consideration in drafting the County Development Plan.  He advised that Local Area Plans would not be drawn up for Portlaw and Lismore.

Submissions on Planning Applications

In reply to Cllr Tobin, Mr B White, Director of Services advised that the €20 fee for submissions on Planning Applications was applicable to Council Members in accordance with the Guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.  Mr White advised the Council that he would re-circulate these Guidelines to all Members.
 (4)
PRESENTATION ON Water Services Investment Programme
Mr P J Kindregan, S.E.E. gave an informative presentation on the Water Services Investment Programme and dealt with questions from the floor.
(5) 
Consideration of Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD08/1213
On the proposal of Cllr. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. Doocey, it was agreed to adopt the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD08/1213.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Tobin,

Seconded by Cllr. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the  Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD08/1213.”

(6)
Proposal for sale of Affordable Housing at 18 Ard na Mara, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. Carey, seconded by Cllr. Cronin, it was agreed to proceed with the sale of an Affordable Housie at 18 Ard na Mara, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Proposed sale of Affordable House, 18 Ard na Mara, to John Whitty, 9 Riversdale, Crooke, Passage East, Co Waterford for a consideration of €160,000,  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(7)
Proposal for sale of land at Cheekpoint, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001

Cllr Daly expressed concerns that the lands in question were being sold without condition.    His concerns related to the potential for the purchaser to sell the lands on in the future, for profit, as a building site.   Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services advised that the land in question was unsuitable for development and that permission for a house would not be granted.   Cllr Power proposed the Sale of Land at Cheekpoint, seconded by Cllr O’Sullivan.  Cllr Daly proposed a roll-call vote on the matter.    This proposal was seconded by Cllr Cronin, supported and duly agreed.  Voting was cast as follows:
In Favour:
Cllrs. Brazil, Carey, Coffey, Doocey, Flynn, Greene, Higgins, Kyne, Nugent, O’Callaghan, O’Sullivan, Power, Pratt.
Against:
Cllrs. Conway, Cronin, Daly, O’Leary, O’Ryan, Tobin.
Abstaining:
Cllrs. Fitzgerald, Mansfield.

Accordingly, on a vote of 13 in favour, 6 against, the matter was resolved as follows:
Resolution:

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Sale of Land at Cheekpoint, to Ann-Marie & Richard Harty, 4 The Cottage, Cheekpoint, Co. Waterford, for a consideration of €51,000 in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(8)
UPDATE ON THE NON-PRINCIPAL PRIVATE RESIDENCE SCHEME
Mr T Gilligan, Head of Finance gave an update in relation to the NPPR Scheme.  He advised the Council that figures received from the LGMSB/NPPR, indicated that Waterford County Council received, through the online payment system, €507,600 up to the 01/11/2009. 
This equated to a total of 2,538 houses paid to the end of October.   The figure represented the gross amount collected and did not take account of transaction costs and fees, yet to be deducted. The figures also included collection on behalf of Dungarvan Town Council. 
(9)
Up-date on Local Authority Payment Cards 

Mr T Gilligan, Head of Finance advised the Council that agreement was reached with An Post in 2009 to introduce a Card payment Scheme that would allow rent and tenant purchase loan customers to pay their weekly/monthly accrual through various retail outlets throughout the County as opposed to having individual revenue/rate collectors calling or having to set up clinics in order to collect monies due. 

The agreement with An Post was signed in August 2009. The scheme was rolled out on a pilot basis initially and is now fully implemented through out the County. While the revenue/rate collectors are still providing assistance in some areas it is hoped that the scheme will be fully operational as a stand alone venture by the end of November 2009.
Figures received up to the current week, indicated that approximately 59% of account holders including household budget were paying either through the payment card system or by standing order. 

 (10)
Progress Reports 

(A) Sanitary Services 
There were no matters raised for discussion.
(B) Community & Enterprise
Off-Road Cycle Tracks
Cllr Mansfield requested that reference be made to the progress of Off-Road Cycle Tracks in the Monthly Progress Report.
Playground at Ballinroad

Cllr Mansfield requested an update on the possibility of a Playground for Ballinroad through the use of Development Charges raised from the area.  In reply, Mr D McCarthy, Director of Services advised that funding remains an issue and clarified to Cllr Mansfield that Development Charges are used on a county wide basis for facilities.
Bus Shelter in Dunmore East

Cllr Fitzgerald queried if it were possible to erect a Bus Shelter in Dunmore East.   In reply Mr D McCarthy, Director of Services advised that this was not within the remit of Waterford County Council and was a matter for the Service Provider.
(C) Environment 

Domestic Waste Charges

The Council was informed by Mr B White, Director of Services, that there would be no increase in the Domestic Waste Charges for 2010.  In addition, they were advised that the Waiver Scheme had been brought in line with neighbouring local authorities and a minimum fee of €50 would be applicable.
Civic Amenity Sites

Mr B White, Director of Services advised the Council that the Civic Amenity Sites at Lismore and Tramore would closed on 20th November 2009 as the service is no longer sustainable.   He confirmed that staff would be redeployed. The facilities have been under-used with an average of 11 customers per day at Lismore and 4 customers per day at Tramore.  The facilities operate at a loss in the order of €100,000 each and are, therefore, unsustainable in the current economic climate.

(D) Fire 

There were no matters raised for discussion.
(E) Roads 

Mr M Quinn, Director of Services agreed to revert in writing on the following matters raised:-

Roundabout at Kilmeaden
Cllr O’Leary expressed concern for the safety of members of the public as a result of trucks continuing to follow the route through Ballyduff Lower despite the revised road layout.
Russellstown Bridge

Cllr O’Ryan expressed the urgency for work to be undertaken at Russellstown Bridge where water is lodging on the road.

The Square, Tallow

Cllr Pratt requested a completion date for works at The Square in Tallow.

Signposting at Ballinameela

Cllr Nugent requested fingerpost signage at Ballinameela for the Community Centre and Church.

Speed Limits at Modeligo N.S. 
Cllr Nugent expressed concern at the lack of a Speed Limit at Modeligo National School and requested that the matter be investigated. 

Horsequarter Road, Dunmore East
Cllr Fitzgerald advised that a wall had collapsed at Horsequarter Road, Dunmore East and asked for the matter to be investigated.

Tramore Road
Cllr Conway requested an indication on the completion time frame on lateral works at the Tramore Road.

Gold Coast Realignment
Cllr Higgins queried the possibility of constructing the proposed walk-way on the sea-side of this road.
(F) Housing 
House at Whelan’s Bridge

Cllr Coffey requested an update on the House at Whelan’s Bridge which had recently been destroyed by fire.  Mr F Curran advised that the matter was subject to Garda investigation.
(11)
Correspondence 


Correspondence as circulated was noted.

Proposed:  Cllr Doocey.

Seconded:  Cllr Higgins.
(12)
Conferences


Resolution:
Proposed by Cllr. Cronin,    

Seconded by Cllr. Doocey, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences.”

	No
	Conference Title
	Conference Date
	Venue
	Fee

	97
	Promoting Partnership in Tourisim - 21 Years of Progress
	27th - 28th November 2009
	Falls Hotel Ennistymon Co Clare
	€249

	98
	Local Government - The Recession & Beyond
	13th - 15th November 2009
	Menzies Hotel, Glasgow
	£350

	99
	ISME National Conference
	13th November
	Crowne Plaza Santry, Dublin 9
	€

	100
	LAMA - Winter Seminar
	6th - 7th November 2009 
	Carlton Castletroy Park hotel, Dublin Road, Limerick
	€to follow

	101
	Who is in Charge? Towards a Leadership of Services
	3rd - 4th November 2009
	West County Hotel, Ennis, Co Clare
	€330

	102
	Time Management, Media & IT Skills Conference
	6th - 8th November 2009 
	Creggan Court Hotel, Athlone, Co Westmeath
	€245

	103
	Local Government Ethics in Public Life - Your Responsibility
	13th - 15th November 2009
	Sligo Park Hotel, Pearse Road, Sligo
	€225

	104
	Health & Safety - Drugs & Alcohol - Antic Social Behaviour - Impact on A&E Depts
	30th Oct - 1st Nov 2009
	Carraig Hotel, Main St, Ck-on-Suir
	€245

	105
	Finance Budgets for 2010 Plus
	27th- 29th Nov 2009
	Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co Wexford
	€245

	106
	Challenged Local Authorities - Promoting Community Development 
	16th - 18th October 2009
	The Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Bushypark, Co Galwway
	€225

	107
	Michael Davitt Memorial Symposium
	6th - 7th November 2009 
	Straide, Foxford, Co Mayo
	€??

	108
	Local Government Budget 2010
	11th - 13th December 2009 
	Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co Wexford
	€ 245 (proceeds to Simon Community)

	109
	Public Policy Making & The Councillor (Beyond Local Issues)
	30th Oct - 1st Nov 2009
	Carlton Atlantic Hotel, Westport, Co Mayo
	€240

	110
	Ethics in Public Life - Your Responsibility
	13 -15 Nov 2009
	Sligo Park Hotel, Pearse Road, Sligo
	€225

	111
	Local Government Planning & The Environment
	20th - 22nd Nov 2009
	The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway City
	€225

	112
	Alternative Energy - Improving your Carbon Footprint
	11th - 13th December 2009 
	The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway City
	€225

	113
	Internet Constituents
	Fri 4th - Sun 6th Dec 2009
	Louis Fitzgerald Hotel, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 
	€241


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. Cronin. 

Seconded by Cllr. Doocey, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conferences from 14th July to 14th September 2009 as follows.”

	Conference
	Date
	Location
	Attended By

	Voluntary Housing and Sheltered Housing for the Elderly Seminar
	23rd - 25th October 2009
	Manor West Hotel Spa & Leisure Club, Killarney Road, Tralee
	John Pratt

	Douglas Hyde Conference 2009 - Culture & The Economy
	16-18 October 2009 
	Abbeyfield Hotel, Ballaghaderren, Co Roscommon
	Paddy O'Callaghan

	The Blascaod Commemoration
	8th - 11th October 2009
	Ionad an Bhlascaoid Mhóir, Dún Chaoin, Co Chiarraí
	Pat Nugent

	7th National Tourism Conference - The Arts, Culture and Tourism
	25th September, 2009
	THE Talbot Carlow, Portlaois Road, Carlow
	Liam Brazil


 (13)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

School Transport

Cllr Fitzgerald requested the intervention of Waterford County Council in an issue concerning a lack of school transport for a number of children in the Brownstown Head/Corbally area.    He asked that the Chairperson of County Waterford VEC would liaise with the Chairperson of Waterford City VEC in an attempt to resolve the  matter.    It was agreed that Waterford County Council would write in support of the proposal.   

Budget Meeting


On the proposal of the County Mayor, it was unanimously agreed to set the date for the Budget Meeting for Friday, 18th December at 6.00pm, to be preceded by a Pre-Budget Meeting from 3.30pm to 5.00pm.
 This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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