COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th December, 2009.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G Barron 

Cllr. L Brazil 



Cllr. J Carey


Cllr. B Coffey



Cllr. J Conway

Cllr. T Cronin


Cllr. P Daly


Cllr. D Doocey


Cllr. P Fitzgerald

Cllr. D Geoghegan

Cllr. M Greene

Cllr. T Higgins 


Cllr. B Kyne


Cllr. P Nugent


Cllr. P O’Callaghan

Cllr. J O’Leary


Cllr. M J O’Ryan

Cllr. L O’Sullivan


Cllr. AM Power

Cllr. J Tobin



Cllr. J Pratt
ATTENDING:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

ABSENT: 
Cllr. B Mansfield

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following: Peter Graham, Noel Prendergast, John Moroney, Dodger Heskin, Liam Clancy, Garret Ducey, Tony McCarthy.     One minute’s silence was observed.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS
Cllr. Fitzgerald and others expressed congratulations to Cllr. B. Mansfield on the occasion of his recent marriage.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9th NOVEMBER 2009

Cllr. Fitzgerald requested an amendment to the Minutes under the heading Proposal for Sale of Land at Cheekpoint in Accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to include the names of the proposer and seconder of the motion.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that the Council owned the adjoining land.
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th November 2009, as amended, were proposed by Cllr. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. Daly and agreed.

(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of November, 2009, were noted.  

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of November, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Notice of Motion re: Pre-Planning Meetings
Cllr. Brazil expressed his disappointment that a Notice of Motion submitted by him regarding Pre-Planning Meetings had been rejected by the Meetings Administrator.  In reply, An Méara stated that she had already ruled at the November meeting that policy in this regard should be referred to the appropriate SPC for consideration and had adjudicated on the proposed Notice under Standing Order no. 16.  In response to a query from Cllr. Tobin, Mr M. Walsh, Meetings Administrator, stated that the procedure set out in Standing Order No. 16 had been applied as follows: “If any Notice of Motion of which notice has been duly given relates to a matter normally dealt with by a Committee(s) or comes within the terms of reference of any Committee(s), it shall be referred to such committee as the Meetings Administrator may determine.  Any dispute of such reference shall be determined by the County Mayor.”
Cllr Brazil requested that a meeting of the Planning & Environment SPC would be held prior to the next Council Meeting on 11th January, 2010, and this was agreed.

Unfinished Housing Estates
Cllr. Kyne requested an up-date on the progress of the compilation of a database of unfinished Housing Estates and queried when it would be completed.  In reply, Mr B. White, Director of Services advised, that to-date 150 unfinished housing estates were entered on the database - 50 of these have submitted applications to be taken-in-charge and in 12 cases the Developer is in financial difficulty.  Mr B. White advised that Planning Staff would deal with statutory duties as a priority and that work on the database will be completed when possible.

Planning & Development Act 2009
Cllr. Power stated that the proposed Planning & Development Act 2009 would reduce powers of Elected Members and requested that the Council express resistance to the proposed legislation.  In reply, An Méara stated that this was being examined by the ACCC at present and Cllr. G. Barron, Council’s ACCC representative, agreed to report on progress at the next meeting.
Public Lighting
Cllr. Tobin queried whether the Council would take responsibility of Public Lighting in unfinished Housing Estates.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that estates were not the Council’s responsibility until taken-in-charge, but advised that particular problem areas should be notified to the Roads Department.
 (4)
CONSIDER DRAFT COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011-2017
Mr B. White, Director of Services, referred to the Draft County Development Plan 2011-2017, which had been circulated for consideration.  He advised that the Council was required to deem it a Draft County Development Plan within an 8 week period and that this would be considered at the February 2010 Council Meeting. In the interim, feedback would be welcomed from Council Members and, if adopted, the Draft would then be advertised publicly. He added that changes would be made at area level to correspond with new legislative measures regarding flooding.

(5) 
CONSIDER RESOLUTION TO BORROW MONEY FROM the HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY FOR HOUSING PURCHASES
On the proposal of Cllr. Carey, seconded by Cllr. Daly, it was agreed to borrow a  maximum of €1,910,000 from the Housing Finance Agency to purchase 6 unsold affordable houses throughout the county and a further 5 houses coming on stream in early 2010, to accommodate social housing applicants.  

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to borrow a  maximum of €1,910,000 from the Housing Finance Agency”. 

(6)
CONSIDER ADOPTION OF CORPORATE PLAN 2011-2017
On the proposal of Cllr. Carey, seconded by Cllr. Power, it was agreed to adopt the Corporate Plan 2011-2017 as presented.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Corporate Plan 2011-2017 as presented”. 

(7)
CONISIDER NOMINATIONS TO THE VEC
This Item was deferred to the next Council Meeting.
(8)
PRESENTATION ON improvement of customer services through the use of information technology

Mr Tony Burke, Head of I.T., Ms Rachel Neylin, Ms Triona Walsh and Mr Darren Ware gave detailed presentations on how the use of Information Technology has improved Customer Services for Waterford County Council.  

The Mayor and Council Members expressed their congratulations to the IT Department on their work to-date and stated that Waterford County Council is the leading Local Authority in this field in the country.
 (9)
Progress Reports 
(A) Community & Enterprise
Retirement of County Librarian 
Cllr. O’Sullivan paid tribute to Mr. Donal Brady, County Librarian on his retirement.  She complimented Mr. Brady on his commitment to the Library Service in County Waterford during his 28 year tenure and wished him every success in the future.  
Land at Cheekpoint

Cllr. Fitzgerald sought clarification regarding public access to the land owned by the Council at Cheekpoint, which adjoined the site that had been agreed for sale by Council at its meeting on 9th November 2009.  In reply, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that access to the Council land would not be an issue as there were two available access points.

Dungarvan Enterprise Park

Cllr. Geoghegan welcomed the progress being made in relation to the Dungarvan Enterprise Park.  
Pride of Place

Cllr. Greene informed the Council that Rathgormac was runner-up in the Pride of Place Competition and she expressed her gratitude to the local community and the staff of Waterford County Council for their help and support in preparing for the competition.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, congratulated the local community in Rathgormac on achieving this success.
(B) Environment 
Vacant Property at Kilmeaden
Cllr. O’Leary expressed concern for public safety at the Kilmeaden Inn, which is now a vacant property and in decay.  In reply, Mr R O’Dwyer, County Manager advised that the matter would be examined.

Closure of Civic Amenity Sites
Cllr. Power expressed the disquiet of the people of Tramore with regard to the closure of the local Civic Amenity Site. Cllr. Doocey expressed similar concerns in regard to Lismore and said that illegal dumping was on the increase as a result of the closures.

Recycling of Textiles
Cllr. Flynn encouraged the recycling of textiles and advised the Council that through the use of this service €10,000 had been raised and donated to West Waterford Hospice.

Advertising Campaign
Mr B. White, Director of Services, advised that the Waste Collection Service was being promoted currently on local radio and asked that any Member interested in helping with the promotion of the service would contact him.

Compensatory Wetlands at Tramore
Mr B. White, Director of Services, advised the Council that the Part VIII Process in relation to Compensatory Wetlands at Tramore was now on display and would be before the Council for decision in February 2010.
Green Schools
Cllr. Conway requested that Schools be encouraged to continue with the Green Schools Programme despite current staffing issues being faced by schools in the County.
(C) Fire 
Fire Station at Kilmacthomas
Cllr. Brazil requested and update on the Fire Station at Kilmacthomas.  In reply, Mr F. Curran, Director of Services, advised that funding approval is still awaited from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.  
(D) Roads 
Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, acknowledged the impact of reduced grant funding on road maintenance, but stated that the overall quality of the county’s road network was good. He said that resources were targeted at the most travelled roads and that funding had been sought to address recent flood damage.

Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to revert on the following matters to the relevant Members either directly or via the Area Engineer:
Relief Road to Riverstown
Cllr. Power requested a status up-date on the works on the Riverstown Relief Road.

Portlaw
Cllr. Coffey requested that Priest Lane, Mayfield, Portlaw be included in the Road Works Programme for 2010 to alleviate flooding in the area.  He appealed to the Director of Services to complete remediation works on the Footpaths in Portlaw as a matter of urgency.

Garrarus, Tramore
Cllr. O’Sullivan asked that the road at Garrurus be repaired to allow access to the beach for the Christmas Day Swim.
Tramore Traffic Management Plan 

Cllr. O’Sullivan requested that the Traffic Management Plan for Tramore be in place for February 2010.
The Square, Tallow
Cllrs. Tobin and Pratt expressed disappointment that the Square in Tallow had not been re-surfaced and asked that this be done in 2010.
Tallow Hill

Cllr. Tobin expressed concern at the closure of the road at Tallow Hill.
Sir Thomas’ Bridge, Kilgainey
Cllr. O’Ryan expressed concern that that Sir Thomas’ Bridge was being used by rigid lorries in excess of the 2 tonne weight limit of the bridge during the recent flooding in Clonmel. Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to liaise with Clonmel Town Council on this matter.
Suir Drainage Committee
Cllr. O’Ryan stated that despite having being nominated to the Suir Drainage Committee he had not yet been notified of any meetings.  Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to raise this matter with Clonmel Town Council and revert to Cllr. O’Ryan.
Russelstown
Cllr. O’Ryan requested that gulleys be cleared at Russelstown to allow water run-off the road.

Junction at Fleming’s Bar, Grange
Cllr. Cronin expressed concern at the realignment of the junction at Fleming’s Bar, Grange with the N25.  He stated that vehicles entering on to the N25 were now coming straight out on to the road into oncoming traffic and requested that it be re-examined.  He also requested that the junction be lit up.

Footpaths in Dunmore East

Cllr. Fitzgerald requested that, in the interest of safety for the pupils, a section of footpath be placed along the roadway to join existing footpaths between the Girls School in Dunmore East and the Housing Estate.
Dungarvan Outer By-Pass
Cllr. Nugent requested an update on the Dungarvan Outer By-Pass.

Industrial Estate at Cappoquin
An Méara thanked Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, and Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services for their assistance on the recent road closure at the IDA Industrial Estate in Cappoquin following flood damage.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, advised that the IDA was due to commence repair works this week.
(E) Housing 
Social & Affordable Housing at Ardmore
Cllr. Cronin requested an update on the provision of Social & Affordable houses in Ardmore.  In reply, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, advised that the developer had a period of 5 years to complete the Planning Permission and that the issue of water connection to the development has not been solved. He agreed to contact the Councillor directly with an update when available.

(F) Sanitary Services 
There were no matters raised for discussion.
(11)
Correspondence 


Correspondence as circulated was noted.
(12)
Conferences


Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,  
Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences.”
	Conference Title
	Conference Date
	Venue
	Reg Fee

	2009
	 
	 
	 

	Equality & Diversity in Modern Day Ireland
	18th - 20th December 2009
	Manor West Hotel, Killarney Rd, Tralee, Co Kerry
	€230

	Planning for New Renewables
	Thurs 10th December 2009 
	Lyrath Est Hotel, Kilkenny
	 

	Representatives Entitlements - The Legal Basis
	8th - 9th December 2009 
	Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Bushypark, Co Galway
	€160

	2010
	 
	 
	 

	Assoc of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	12th & 13th February 2010
	Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo
	€200

	Antrim Tourism Conference - Tourism in 21st Century - a challenge for all
	Fri 29th to Sat 30th Jan 2010
	Dunadry Hotel, Dunadry, Co Antrim
	€249

	Planning Seminar for Councillors
	Fri 29th - Sat 30th Jan 2010
	Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick
	€150

	Training Seminary on the Welfare of Children
	Friday 15th - 17th Jan 2010
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co Donegal
	€225

	 
	 
	 
	 


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly. 

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conferences from 14th July to 14th September 2009 as follows.”

	Conferences Attended November 2009
	Dates
	Location
	Attended by…

	Local Gov Planning & Environment
	20- 22nd Nov 2009
	Kingsvalley Hotel Galway
	Michael J O'Ryan

	
	
	
	John Pratt

	
	
	
	John O'Leary

	Council Budgets 2010
	20 - 22 Nov 2009
	Letterkenny
	Joe Conway

	
	
	
	

	Promoting Partnership in Tourism - 21 Years of Progress
	27th - 28th November
	Ennistymon
	Mary Greene

	
	
	
	Tom Cronin

	
	
	
	Pat Daly

	
	
	
	John O'Leary

	
	
	
	James Tobin

	
	
	
	Lola O'Sullivan

	
	
	
	Nora Flynn

	
	
	
	John Pratt

	
	
	
	Liam Brazil

	
	
	
	Paddy O'Callaghan

	
	
	
	Pat Nugent

	LAMA Winter Conference
	6th - 7th Nov 2009
	Limerick
	Liam Brazil

	
	
	
	Lola O'Sullivan

	
	
	
	John Carey

	
	
	
	Anne Marie Power

	
	
	
	Mary Greene

	
	
	
	Brendán Coffey


 (13)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tallow Horse Fair

Cllr. Tobin expressed disappointment that the Joint Policing Committee had questioned the holding of the Tallow Horse Fair in The Square, Tallow. An Méara advised that issues raised by the JPC related to organization and insurance of the event.

Health Service Executive

An Méara expressed concern for the lack of transportation being provided by the H.S.E. to patients attending at Waterford Regional Hospital, quoting instances where patients had to pay for taxi services for their journey home following appointments at the hospital.  She requested that a letter be written to the H.S.E. to clarify its current policy in this regard.
School Transport
Cllr. Greene advised the Council that an appeal has been lodged to the Ombudsman regarding the issue of School Transport for a number of children in the Brownstown Head/Corbally area.  The matter will be followed up in January 2010.

Presentation to Michael Quinn, Journalist
An Méara, on behalf of the Council, made a presentation to Michael Quinn in recognition of his 50 years reporting on Council activities in local and regional press. 
 This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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