COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Tuesday 14th April, 2009.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:



Cllr. Ger Barron


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Tom Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn




Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright





IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Tom Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following: Garda Robbie McCallion, Mrs. Nellie  Power, Mr. Jim Whelan, Mr. Nicky Fewer, Mr. Harry Power, Fr Paddy Hallinan, Mrs. Biddy Waters, Mrs. Eileen Walsh, and Mr. Michael Dee.


One minute’s silence was observed.



VOTES OF BEST WISHES/CONGRATULATIONS
· John Kiely, Lisfennel on his success in the John Smith’s Mares’ Standard Open National Hunt Flat Race in Aintree.
· Comeragh Development Group on their successful Clean Up Campaign.

· Crawford Scaffolding Ltd on their support of the Tramore Tidy Up Campaign.

· John O’Shea, Stephen & Noel Hunt on representing Ireland in the World Cup Qualifiers against Italy.

 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9th MARCH, 2009

Proposed by Cllr. L O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. G Barron and agreed.

It was agreed at the request of Cllr. M Greene that the Minutes be amended to reflect that the letter re recent Bord Pleanala decisions be forwarded to the Taoiseach and Tánaiste.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of March, 2009, were noted.

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of March, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

Matters Arising

HOUSING ESTATES
Cllr. B Kyne asked that the database of unfinished Housing Estates be completed urgently and questioned where liability lies in the event of Developers going into liquidation.  In response, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed the meeting that there were over 100 Housing Estates at varying stages of completion.  Those Estates where the Developer has gone into liquidation have been prioritized and will be dealt with fairly and equitably.
VOLUME OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Cllr. Ciaran O’Riain queried the volume of Planning Applications in comparison with the same period last year.  Mr. B White, Director of Services, advised that there was a 50% reduction in volume of Planning Applications compared to the same period last year.
(4)   
PRESENTATION BY MR. DONALD BRADY, COUNTY LIBRARIAN ON LIBRARY PLAN

Mayor T. Higgins welcomed Mr. Donald Brady and Ms Jean Webster who gave an informative presentation on the Library Plan.  The Councillors then thanked Ms Jean Webster for her presentation.

Resolution:-

Proposed:  Cllr L O’Sullivan

Seconded: Clrr T Higgins and resolved that,
 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Library Plan 2009, as presented.”
(5)
ROAD WORKS PROGRAMME 2009
Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services informed the Council that due to recent budget cuts there would be a reduction in the Regional/Local Roads Grant allocation for Roads.  He requested that the Road Works Programme be approved as presented and he would advise the Council on the percentage of the budget reduction when this information became available from the Department.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J Carey
Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Road Works Scheme 2009, as presented.”
(6)
REPORT ON PART VIII PROCESS FOR THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE ‘SQUARE’, IN TALLOW AND ASSOCIATED OFF-STREET CAR PARK


This item was deferred to the May Meeting.
(7)   
Proposal to Lease the Fisheries in the Waters of the Ballyshunnock Reservoir, the Knockaderry Reservoir and the Carrigaventry Reservoir, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L O’Sullivan

Seconded by Cllr. L Brazil, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Lease of  the Fisheries in the Waters of the Ballyshunnock Reservoir, the Knockaderry Reservoir and the Carrigaventry Reservoir, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

 (8)
PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 AT THE BUTTERMILLS, LISMORE PD 08/1141
On the proposal of Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. P Daly, it was agreed on a 19:1 majority (Mayor T. Higgins opposed the proposed new apartment block) to proceed with the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at The Buttermills, Lismore, PD 08/1141.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. K Wilkinson

Seconded by Cllr. P Daly and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at The Buttermills, Lismore,  Co. Waterford, by Grant of Permission Ref  PD 08/1141 to Ms Ruth Fitzgerald & Mr. David Hollywood.”

(9)
APPROVAL OF  MASTERPLAN FOR LANDS ZONED FOR DEVELOPMENT AT BALLINATTIN, TRAMORE

On the proposal of Cllr. J Carey, seconded by Cllr. P Daly, it was agreed to approve the Masterplan for Lands Zoned for Development at Ballinattin, Tramore as presented.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. P Daly and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the approval of the Masterplan for lands zoned for development at Ballinattin, Tramore.

(10)
CORPORATE PLAN PROGRESS REPORT

Mr. F Curran, Director of Services, presented the Corporate Plan Progress Report for the period 2005-2009 to the Council.  Cllr T Higgins complimented the achievements of Management, Staff and Council over the last 5 years.
(11) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
Sanitary Services 

(a)
Time lag of Programmes

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. B. Kyne that meetings are held regularly with the Department to review progress of schemes.

Wayleave in Cappoquin

(b)
Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr N. Flynn that he was awaiting a date for a Circuit Court Hearing in relation to this matter.

Community & Enterprise

(a)
Kilmacthomas Library

In response to Cllr L Brazil, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that it was intended to relocate Kilmacthomas Library to the vacant Courthouse when funds become available.
(b)

Bus Service - Tallow to Dungarvan

In response to Cllr D Doocey, Mr. D McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that this service was the least used in the area and was withdrawn due to financial constraints.  

(c)
County Childcare Committee

At the request of Cllr L O’Sullivan, it was agreed to issue a letter acknowledging the work of the County Childcare Committee at Run-a-Muck, Tramore.

(d)
John Pallister Memorial


Cllr L Brazil asked why the unveiling of the Memorial to John Pallister was taking place in Kilmacthomas and not in his birthplace of Kilrossanty.  Mr. D McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that the unveiling was being held in Kilmacthomas as it was the centre of the Comeragh Electoral Area, but that the plaque would be located later in Kilrossanty.  


Following discussion and adjournment of meeting for 10 minutes, the Council agreed to uphold the decision of the Protocol Committee to hold the unveiling of the John Pallister Memorial in Kilmacthomas as planned.

Environment

(a)
Licensed Waste Collectors

Cllr. J. Tobin asked how many Licensed Waste Collectors were operating in County Waterford and whether these would threaten those employed by Waterford County Council on refuse collection.   Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to provide figures at the next meeting and stated that no jobs were currently under threat in this section.  
(b)
Waste Management Plan

In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that all aspects of waste would be discussed on a regional basis as part of the Waste Management Plan.
(c)
Samshire

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed members that a High Court hearing was scheduled for 27th April, 2009 and agreed to update the members following this.  
(d)
Farm Inspections

Mr. R O’Dwyer, County Manager, in response to Cllr P Nugent, stated that Local Authorities are required to conduct Farm Inspections in line with various water supply directives and these have been done on a risk-based approach.  He advised that no new requirements have been set apart from keeping a Register and advising the EPA of any findings.

[At this stage of the meeting it was Proposed by Cllr D Doocey, Seconded by Cllr N  Flynn, and agreed  that the time of the meeting be extended to discuss remaining items on the Agenda]

Roads

(a) Tramore Roads

At the request of Cllr L O’Sullivan, M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up on issues regarding Lady’s Slip, Doneraile Walk and lighting on the Fenor / Tramore Road. 
(b) 
Blackwater Housing Estate, Aglish
Cllr N Flynn requested that a barrier be erected as a matter of urgency between the Blackwater Housing Estate, Aglish and the adjoining road.  In reply Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, advised that he had requested the Developer to put a Pedestrian Management System in place and agreed to follow this up for the next meeting.

(c)
Whiting Bay – Monatrae/Springfield Slip Way

Cllr T Cronin requested that the Slip Way at Whiting Bay be completed as it is causing flooding on to the adjoining road.  Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to refer the matter to the Area Engineer.
(d)
Flooding in Comeragh Area

Cllr M Greene referred to serious flooding  arising in the Comeragh Area in and around Colonel.  She proposed that the Area Engineer would liaise with Clonmel Town Council regarding Flood Relief.  Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services, stated that the Council would proceed in line with recommendations of the commissioned report.
(e)
Boatstrand
Cllr T Wright expressed concern at the 5-year duration of a Lease Agreement submitted to Waterford Leader Partnership Ltd. as part of an  application for funding to construct a Car Park adjoining the slipway at Boatstrand.  Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up on the matter.
(f)
Community Involvement Schemes  


Cllr M Greene queried if the Community Involvement Schemes proposals could be brought to the May meeting.  Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services, advised that this would not be possible as funding allocations would not be available in time.
 Housing

(a)
Rath, Kinsalebeg

Cllr T Cronin requested that the Sewerage System at Rath, Kinsalebeg be upgraded and that repairs be made to the Playground at Kinsalebeg following works by Waterford County Council.  Mr. F Curran, Director of Services, agreed to investigate the matter.

(b)
Clodagh Drive, Portlaw

In response to Cllr M Greene, Mr. F Curran, Director of Services advised that there was a works programme in place for this estate, with some works already completed. He agreed to keep the Councillor informed of progress.
(c)
Disabled Persons Adaptation Grants

Cllr D Doocey requested that the Council would review prioritisation of Category 2 applicants. Mr. F Curran, Director of Services, advised that applicants are categorised by the Area Medical Officer and that he would review individual cases on appeal. 

 (12)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members    

1. Email from St. Luke’s Hospital, Clonmel, dated 24th March, 2009, regarding Four Mile Water Health Centre. 

2. Email from New Ross Town Council, dated 18th March, 2009, regarding the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006, Section 42(3)(b). 

3. Letter from the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, dated 11th March, 2009, regarding the Young Farmers’ Installation Scheme and Early Retirement Scheme.

4.
Letter from Longford Town Council, dated 3rd March, 2009, regarding the Rural Development Programme 2009-2013. 

5.
Letter from Deputy J. Deasy, T.D., dated 9th March, 2009, regarding St. Brigid’s Ward of St. Patrick’s Hospital. 

6. Letter from the Minister for Education and Science, dated 23rd March, 2009.

7.
Letter from Monaghan Town Council, dated 25th March, 2009, regarding Seachtain na Gaeilge. 

8. Letters regarding An Bord Pleanala from;

a. An Tanaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, dated 30th March, 2009 

b. An Bord Pleanala, dated 3rd April, 2009 

c. Office of the Taoiseach, dated 31st March, 2009 

d. Office of the Taoiseach, dated 16th March, 2009 

9. Letters regarding the Pension Levy on Retained Firefighters from;

a. Deputy Brian O’Shea, T.D., dated 31st March, 2009 

b. Deputy Brian O’Shea, T.D., dated 7th April, 2009 

c. Email from Brian O’Shea, T.D., dated 7th April, 2009 

d. Deputy Brendan Kenneally, T.D., dated 30th March, 2009 

e. Deputy John Deasy, T.D., dated 30th March, 2009 

f. Minister for Finance, Brian Lenihan, T.D., dated 6th April, 2009 

10.       Letter from Eircom, dated 7th April, 2009, regarding the removal of public payphones at locations in Co. Waterford. 

11.
Letter from the Minister of State, dated 6th April, 2009 regarding School Transport Increases. 

Handed out on day:



Library Plan 2009


Road Works Programme 2009


Masterplan for Lands Zoned for development at Ballinattin, Tramore

(13)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr.T Cronin ,    

Seconded by Cllr. K Wilkinson., and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following

upcoming conferences: 
	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	DATE OF CONFERENCE
	VENUE
	TOTAL FEE

	IPI National Planning Conference 2009 - Planning for a sustainable future
	April 23rd & 24th, 2009.
	Whites Hotel, Wexford Town.
	€430mem €690non

	How to run a winning campaign 
	April 17th & 18th, 2009
	City North Hotel, Dublin.
	€210

	Ireland at the Crossroads - Third Sector Forum
	April 30th - May 2nd, 2009.
	The Kingsley Hotel, Cork. 
	€225

	Regeneration & Renewal - National Association of Councillors 
	April 17th - 19th, 2009 
	Crown Spa Hotel, Scarborough, U.K.
	£350

	25th Annual Environmental Conference - Sherkin Island
	May 7th & 8th, 2009
	Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork. 
	 €260

	2009 La Touche Legacy Seminar - Greystones Town Council 
	October 2nd - 4th, 2009.
	Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones.
	€210

	The Conference of the Isles 2009
	May 7th & 8th, 2009
	Slieve Donard Resort & Spa, Newcastle, Co. Down.
	£395

	Tipperary International Peace Convention 
	April 30th - May 3rd, 2009.
	Tipperary Town
	€150

	Stakeholder Management Seminar
	June 17th, 2009.
	Crowne Plaza Hotel, Santry, Dublin.
	€295


It was agreed that the LAMA Conference be included on the list of Upcoming Conferences.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr P. Nugent.,

Seconded by Cllr N . Flynn., and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

      approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 2nd March to              7th April, 2009, as follows:
	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	DATE OF CONFERENCE
	ATTENDEES

	Kerry Environmental Conference (Rattoo) 

Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry.


	March 4th – 8th 


	· Dan Cowman

· James Tobin

· Elaine Leahy

· Liam Brazil 

· Lola O’Sullivan

· Paddy O’Callaghan

· Pat Daly   

· Kevin Wilkinson

· Damien Geoghegan

	The Irish National War Memorial 1919 - 2009 Green Isle Hotel, Dublin. 
	February 27th & 28th

	· Damien Geoghegan  

· Kevin Wilkinson

	Ireland And Its People 2010 - 2015

Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo.
	March 6th

	· Gerard Barron 

	Environmental Management – The Challenges For Councillors Killashee House Hotel, Killashee, Naas, Co. Kildare.
	April 1st – 3rd

	· Mary Greene 

	ACCC Annual Conference Ormonde Hotel, Kilkenny.
	April 2nd & 3rd 
	· Nora Flynn

· James Tobin  

· Damien Geoghegan

	Sustaining Rural Development – Mitchelstown Forum Fir Grove Hotel, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork.
	March 27th & 28th

	· Mary Greene

· Damien Geoghegan

	Civic Leadership & Local Government

Park House Hotel, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford.
	March 27th & 28th
	· Paddy O’Callaghan


(14)   NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr J Carey moved on the following Notice of Motion:-
“That Waterford County Council put a Compulsory Purchase Order on land at Ballydavid, Woodstown at the junction of the Cooltegin and Waterford/Woodstown Road to allow for the removal of a dangerous bend.” 
     It was proposed by Cllr. J Carey, seconded by Cllr. P Daly and agreed that Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services, would ask the Area Engineer for a report on the matter.
(15)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

     Farm Families

Cllr M Greene advised of a protest being organized by Farm Families being held  in Dungarvan at 7pm on 14th April to protest against the cut in Milk Prices to 20c per litre.

        This concluded the business of the meeting.

   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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