COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 12th January, 2009.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:


Cllr. Ger Barron


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey



Cllr. Tom Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly




Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn



Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene



Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Elaine Leahy



Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson







ABSENT:

Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Teresa Wright
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Former Bishop Michael Russell, Mr. Tom Devereux, Mr. Vincent Wall, Mr. Michael Walsh, Mr. Hugh Acheson.

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, the meeting was adjourned for 5 minutes as a mark of respect for the former Bishop Michael Russell.


On resumption, it was agreed at the request of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan that a letter issue to the Taoiseach seeking support for Waterford Crystal workers and requesting assistance in resolving the threatened closure of the Waterford plant.
 
(1)(a)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8h DECEMBER, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. L. Brazil, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and agreed.

Matters arising

In reply to Cllr. B. Coffey, Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager confirmed that provision was made in the Budget for the increase in insurance. 

(1)(b)
MINUTES OF BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 19h DECEMBER, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. L. Brazil, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and agreed.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of December, 2008 were noted.
(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of December, 2008, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters Arising:

Zoning of lands
Cllr. A.M. Power suggested that the following procedures be put in place 

(i) that Councillors should have option to walk sites proposed for rezoning 
(ii) that a Senior Planner would brief members on planning legislation and 
(iii) full plenary session of Council be held prior to any rezoning.  
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, confirmed that Cllr. Power’s recommendations will be taken on board, adding that full training will be provided for the Council following the local elections in 2009.   
Cliff Walk, Ardmore
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed Cllr. Kyne that the steps are no longer viable at this location but that an alternative route is available.  He added that the Council has sought legal advice in regard to maintenance of the steps and agreed to write to members setting out the current position.  Cllr. T. Cronin asked that it be noted on record that the hotel owners had not blocked access to the Cliff Walk at any stage.
(4)   
IMPLEMENTATION OF MINISTERIAL DIRECTION 2008 - VARIATION NO. 10 TO THE WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011, DUNGARVAN ENVIRONS

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, outlined details of the report circulated to the members on the Ministerial Direction in this case.  He clarified to Cllr. T. Cronin that this was brought before members as being of significant interest and in line with an earlier request by the Council that a summary report be presented when the matter was concluded. 
Mayor T. Higgins expressed his disappointment at the Ministers Direction, adding that Waterford County Council had no alternative but to accept this Directive.  Cllrs. P. Daly and Cllr. K. Wilkinson asked that the Council contact the Minister, as referred to the last paragraph of the Minister’s letter.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, agreed to arrange a meeting between the Minister and Councillors if required by members to do so.  
Cllr. J. Tobin referred to the Garda investigation and asked for update.  Mayor T. Higgins stated that Gardaí had confirmed that Councillors names have been cleared.

In reply to Cllrs. Cronin and Daly, Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, confirmed that he was legally bound to comply with the Directive by the Minister and had accordingly signed a Manager’s Order to implement this.
(5)
PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 AT NEWTOWN, KILMACTHOMAS, PD 08/185
On the proposal of Cllr. L. Brazil, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to proceed with the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at Newtown, Kilmacthomas, PD 08/185 – The Parish of Newtown and Kill.  
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. Brazil,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at Newtown, Kilmacthomas, PD 08/185 – The Parish of Newtown and Kill.”

(6)   
CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL TO DISPOSE OF 0.3673 HECTARES AT MONAMINTRA, BALLYNAKILL, CO. WATERFORD TO MR. THOMAS WIDGER, MONAMINTRA, KILLURE, CO. WATERFORD, FOR A SUM OF €1.00, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to dispose of .3673 hectares at Monamintra, Ballynakill, Co. Waterford to Mr. Thomas Widger, Monamintra, Killure, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and also as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 10/12/08, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, 

Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to dispose of .3673 hectares at Monamintra, Ballynakill, Co. Waterford to Mr. Thomas Widger, Monamintra, Killure, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €1.00, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and also as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 10/12/08, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(7)   
PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL UNDER SECTION 85 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 IN RESPECT OF THE MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF REGIONAL ROADS WITH THE              ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL

It was agreed to enter into an agreement with Dungarvan Town Council under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 in respect of the Management and Maintenance of Regional Roads with the administrative area of Dungarvan Town Council, on the proposal of Cllr. B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan. 


Resolution 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to enter into an agreement with Dungarvan Town Council under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 in respect of the Management and Maintenance of Regional Roads with the administrative area of Dungarvan Town Council.”

(8)   PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER 3 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME 

It was proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, it was agreed to defer this item until the February council meeting and agreed.
(9) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
  Sanitary Services 
(a)
Ring/Helvick Water Supply Scheme
Cllr. T. Cronin asked for an update on the water supply.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that the storage facilities had been increased and water was continuously being monitored in the area.   He added that the long term solution would be to connect to the Dungarvan supply and that the Department approval to this would be sought shortly.

(b)
Sewerage, Kilmacthomas


Cllr. B. Coffey referred to a number of planning conditions which weren’t adhered to in relation to sewerage at a housing estate in Kilmacthomas.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to contact Cllr. Coffey on the matter.   
(c)
Sewerage Collection System, Cappoquin


In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated results of assessment should be available in February, 2009.
Environment
(a)
Bottle Collection

Cllr. J. Tobin referred to the excellent waste collection service provided by Waterford County Council but suggested that an customers are being lost due to the fact that bottles/glass was not being collected from public houses/hotels.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, acknowledged this and agreed to have the matter investigated. 
(b)
Bellelake
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to have dumping at this area examined at the request of Cllr. J. Carey. 
(c)
Samshire


In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, confirmed that a meeting was due shortly on this and agreed to keep members informed of progress.
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Kilmacthomas Courthouse

Cllr. L. Brazil asked when work would commence on the Courthouse.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that drawings were being prepared but no start date was yet agreed.
Fire
(a)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station

Cllr. L. Brazil asked when construction of the Fire Station in Kilmacthomas would start.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that the decision lay with the DEHLG.
(b)
Firefighters, Dunmore East
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that discussions are ongoing with the Chief Fire Officer and the unions at present and agreed to contact Cllr. Carey when a decision has been reached.
Roads
  (a)
Signage at Master McGrath Monument

Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to the large signage erected at this junction and recommended removal as soon as possible, as the project referred to is now complete.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan suggested using the poles for promotional purposes.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up.
  
(b) Coast Road, near Fenor
Cllr. L. O’Sullivan recommended that road works should be carried out near Fenor on the Coast Road.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow this up with Area Engineer.

(c) Gritting of road during frost

Cllr. M. Greene suggested that the areas outside schools should be gritted during frosty weather in the interest of safety.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that a review of the gritting programme is underway and noted Cllr. Greene’s comments.  Cllr. D. Doocey also suggested that signage should be erected in very frosty areas.
(d) Junction at Mahon Bridge

Cllr. G. Barron stated that a number of accidents had occurred at this location and requested upgrading of the junction.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to consider this within the Low Cost Safety Scheme and include it if possible.
(e) Tramore Relief Road

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. P. O’Callaghan that he had requested a copy of the plans from Waterford City Council and would circulate to members as soon as available.  
(f) Brownswood Area, R680

In response to Cllr. B. Coffey, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that the issue re access had been resolved and works should commence in March.

(g) Whelan’s Bridge/road into Mount Congreve

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. B. Coffey that negotiations were underway with the landowner but that a delay had been encountered.
(h) Outer Dungarvan By-pas

In reply to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that a response was expected from the NRA on route selection by the end of January.  

(i) Ballylemon Cross
Cllr. P. Nugent raised concern re safety at this location.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed  to investigate and revert.

Housing

  (a)
Lighting in Crooke & Dunmore East housing estates

In reply to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that the E.S.B. had already been asked to connect the lights but agreed to contact them again.
  (b)
Housing Grants

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. D. Doocey that notification had not yet been received from the Department but housing staff had started the prioritisation process. 
  (c)
Clodagh Drive, Portlaw


Cllr. M. Greene asked that an unoccupied house in Clodagh Drive, which was becoming derelict, be repaired and allocated. F. Curran, Director of Services agreed to investigate.
 (10)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members    

1. Letter from Office of the Minister for Social & Family Affairs, dated 16th December, 2008, regarding

        waiver scheme.

2. Letter from the Minister for Arts, Sports & Tourism, dated 17th December, 2008, regarding Sports

        Capital Programme.  Cllr. M. Greene welcomed this correspondence.
3. Letter from South Tipperary County Council, dated 10th December, 2008.


     Handed out on day of meeting:


     Waterford County Council Newsletter

                     South East Regional Authority Annual Report 2007

(11)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, 
Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan and resolved,
“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of attendees at the following

upcoming conferences: 

	Conference Title
	Conference Date
	Venue
	Registration Fee

	2009
	 
	 
	 

	4th Annual All Island Infrastructure Investment Conference 2009
	11th - 12th March, 2009
	Waterfront Hall, Belfast. 
	 

	TJK Conferences Ltd - Freedom Of Information Seminar 
	20th & 21st February 2009
	Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick.
	€150.00

	Antrim Tourism Conference - Activities Tourism
	23rd & 24th January 2009
	Dunadry Hotel, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim.
	€245.00

	Effective Communications for councillors
	30th Jan - 1st Feb 2009
	Clonea Strand Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford
	€245.00

	4th IRDA Planning Conference
	22nd & 23rd April 2009
	Brehon Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry
	€270.00

	Understanding Public Private Partnerships
	3rd March 2009
	London
	£684.25


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,
Seconded by Cllr. Geoghegan, and resolved,
“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

      approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 5th December 2008, to 12th January 2009, as follows:
	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Homelessness in Ireland
	City West, Dublin
	5th & 6th Dec
	D. Doocey

	Effective Communication for Councillors
	Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo
	12th – 14th Dec
	D. Doocey
T. Cronin


(12) NOTICES OF MOTION
           Cllr. L. Brazil moved on the following Notice of Motion:
           “That Waterford County Council contact the Department of Agriculture with concern about the recent budget 
           cuts on farm payments and to re-instate the Young Farmers Installation Aid and also the Early Retirement   

           Scheme.”
           Proposed by Cllr. L. Brazil, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to forward letter to the Department    

           of Agriculture.

(13)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(a)     Rural School Bus Programme
               Cllr. M. Greene expressed her disappointment at the proposal to discontinue this service and requested that Waterford County Council contact Mr. Chris Andrews and Mr. Seán Haughey opposing this proposal.
     This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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