COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th March, 2009.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:


Cllr. Ger Barron


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey



Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Tom Cronin



Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright




IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Tom Gilligan, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

(1)   
PRESENTATION BY MR. DENIS HARRINGTON, HEAD OF GRADUATE BUSINESS, W.I.T. ON AUDIT COMMITTEE
Mayor T. Higgins welcomed Mr. Denis Harrington who gave an informative presentation on the operation of the Audit Committee. In reply to Cllr. A.M. Power, Mr. Harrington stated that input would be welcomed from Councillors not on the Committee. Councillors then thanked Mr. Harrington for his presentation.
(2)
PRESENTATION BY MS. ANN KIELY, SENIOR EXECUTIVE ENGINEER ON HOME ENERGY SAVING SCHEME & WARMER HOMES SCHEME
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, invited Ms. Ann Kiely, Senior Executive Engineer, Housing to provide Councillors with information on the Home Energy Saving Scheme & Warmer Homes Scheme.  Ms. Kiely outlined in detail the rules attached to the Scheme and informed Councillors that the Scheme will be administered by the SEI.  She stressed that no work should commence on any house until the grant application is approved.  

Cllr. J. Tobin asked if planning permission is required for solar panels.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to check this and revert.  
PRESENTATION BY MR. PAT MCCARTHY, SENIOR ENGINEER ON OIL SPILLAGE OFF SOUTH WEST COAST
Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer, presented members with a report on the recent oil spillage of 300 tonnes of fuel into the sea off the South West Coast.  Local Authorities were notified and the Coastguard co-coordinated the incident, for which the Russian Naval Fleet has taken full responsibility. As of 2nd March, 2009 most of the oil had disintegrated. 
 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. Seamus Grant, Mrs. Nellie Quinlan, Mr. John O’Gorman, Mr. Steven Wall, Mr. Tony Skehan, Mrs. Quinlan, Mr. Michael Wade, Ms. Anna Manahan, Mrs. Margaret Sutherland, Mr. Michael Shanahan.  

One minute’s silence was observed.



VOTES OF BEST WISHES/CONGRATULATIONS

· De La Salle Hurling Team on reaching the All Ireland Hurling Final to be played on St. Patrick’s Daly.
· Blackwater Community School on reaching the All Ireland Camogie B Final.

· Mr. David McCarthy on being the first Waterford athlete to break the 4 minute mile barrier in the

     Valentine Invitational in Boston.

· Coláiste Cathal Naofa on their official opening of the school.
 
(3)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9th FEBRUARY, 2009
Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly and agreed.

  (4)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of February, 2009, were noted.
(5) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of February, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters Arising
Rural Housing Guidelines.

Cllr. L. Brazil referred to an application for permission that had been refused on the basis that the applicant did not meet the housing need criteria set out in the Development Plan. He stated that the Planner involved had been satisfied as to housing need and had recommended grant of permission accordingly, but that the recommendation had been overturned by the Director of Service.

Mr. B. White, Director of Service, said that he had examined this application in full before making the decision. He stated that the housing need criteria, as set out in the Development Plan, were not met in this instance and that the decision was consistent with other decisions made throughout the county. He pointed out that, as with all planning decisions, the applicant has the right of appeal to Bord Pleanála. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, said that he had reviewed this file and agreed with the decision. Cllr. Brazil indicated his intention to submit a motion, under Sec. 140 of the Local Government Act, 2001, directing the Manager to grant permission in this case.

Following discussion, it was agreed that a meeting of the Planning SPC would be arranged to set out clarification on requirements under the local housing need criteria, for consideration by the Council.

Recent Bord Pleanála Decisions.

A discussion took place in regard to the number of recent permissions issued by the Council that were overturned on appeal by Bord Pleanála. Specific reference was made to the proposed Coolnamuck development and to developments at the Butlerstown Retail Centre, each of which had serious implications for employment in those areas. Mr. B. White, Director of Service, assured the members that the Council would support the enterprises involved and would work through the various options available.

Cllr. J. Carey then proposed that a letter be issued to Bord Pleanála indicating that the Council had lost confidence in the Bord, as a consequence of the recent decisions issued. This was agreed by a 22:1 majority, with Cllr. T. Wright dissenting. Copy of the letter to be forwarded to ……..
Report on Taking-in-Charge of Housing Estates
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed members that this report would be circulated to members prior to the April Council Meeting.
Affordable Housing Scheme
Cllr. J. Tobin asked about the position in regard to housing delivery under Part V where estates remain unfinished. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, said that developers have 5 years from grant of permission to complete developments and that Part V would have to be delivered within that period.
(6)
PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 AT DUCKSPOOL, ABBEYSIDE, DUNGARVAN, PD 08/1048, MR. TOM MOLONEY
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed proceed with the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at Duckspool, Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, PD 08/1048, Mr. Tom Moloney.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 at Duckspool, Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, PD 08/1048, Mr. Tom Moloney.”

(7) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE  OVER DRAFT LIMIT OF €12,000.000 FOR YEAR ENDED

            31ST DECEMEBER, 2009

The over draft limit of €12,000,000 for 2009 was approved on the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to approve the overdraft limit of €12,000,000 for year ended 31st December, 2009.”

(8)   
REPORT ON IRRECOVERABLE RATES 2008

The Report on Irrecoverable Rates for 2008 was noted.
(9)
ARRANGE DATE FOR APRIL COUNCIL MEETING
On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly it was agreed to hold the April Council meeting on Friday 17th April, 2009.
(10) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
  Roads
  (a)
Road near Kilnafrehan Handball Alley

Cllr. T. Cronin requested that work be carried out as a matter of urgency.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to follow this up with the Area Engineer.
  (b)
Potholes in The Square, Dungarvan and outside Post Office
In reply to Cllr. T. Cronin, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services confirmed that remedial work will start later this week.
(c)
N72, Cappagh
Cllr. N. Flynn requested that the wall at this location be repaired and that the high kerbing on the way out of Cappoquin towards Dungarvan which could be dangerous be reexamined.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that work on the wall at Cappagh would commence shortly and agreed to discuss the high footpath with the Area Engineer.
(d)
Patching Machine for Potholes 
Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed members that a machine had been hired for 1 month and would be available to each Area for a one week trial period.

(e)
Knockane Cross


Cllr. B. Coffey stated that a long term solution was required to deal with recurrent flooding at this location and requested that traffic calming works be carried out. Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up on these issues.
(f)
Crehanagh National School


Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to arrange for repair of the pedestrian lights outside the school, at the request of Cllr. B. Coffey. 

(g)
Butlerstown National School


Cllr. P. Daly referred to a petition received from the parents of Butlerstown National School and expressed his disappointment that no work had been carried out by Waterford County Council.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, confirmed that he had contacted the Principal on the matter, but stated that the required works could cost in the region of €200,000. He agreed to reexamine the matter and contact Cllr. Daly as soon as possible.
(h) Speed Limits

Cllr. P. Nugent requested that the speed limit near Cruachán housing development should be reviewed.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services stated that a review takes place every two years and this had recently been carried out by Waterford County Council.  Mr. Quinn acknowledged that a few areas may need to be looked at before the next review and informed Cllr. Nugent that he would include this area.
 Housing

(a) Affordable housing, Crooke


In reply to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that these houses had now been released.

(b) Part V Houses

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, agreed to report to the April Council meeting on Part V agreements in hand at present.

(c)
Houses, Cappoquin
In response to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that keys had now been received for 2 houses and these would be allocated shortly.

(d)
Derelict house, Barrack Street


Cllr. N. Flynn asked what action was being taken with regard to the debris and rubbish around this house.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, agreed to follow this up with the Environment Department.  

On the proposal of Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to continue the meeting after 5:00p.m. to discuss the remaining items.

(e)
House at Whelans Bridge


Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, agreed to arrange for carrying out of re-letting repairs and cleaning up this site, at the request of Cllr. L. Brazil.
(f)
Housing for the Elderly, Ballymacarbry

Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to the turning of the sod this week and complimented Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, Ms. C. Hourigan, Senior Executive Officer, and all the staff of Waterford County Council involved in this project.   

  Sanitary Services 
(a)
Sewerage Scheme, Cappoquin
Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. N. Flynn that a dispute had arisen regarding access and a wayleave may have to be obtained in court.
Environment
(a)
Bottle collection service


Cllr. J. Tobin asked if Waterford County Council would be in a position to collect from businesses in County Waterford.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, said that he ha investigated the matter but that it was not viable for Waterford County Council to carry out this service.  
(b)
Waste Management Plan

In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that all aspects of waste will be discussed on a regional basis as part of the Waste Management Plan.
(c) Samshire

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed members that a court hearing on the 2nd March, 2009 regarding costs ruled in favour of Waterford County Council, and a further court case is scheduled for 30th March, 2009.
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Colligan Wood

Cllr. D. Geoghegan complimented those involved in carrying out the recent work at this location and welcomed the additional car parking spaces provided. 
Fire
(a)
Retained Firefighters

Cllr. B. Kyne referred to the pension levy and asked that this should not apply to retained firefighters.  It was agreed to forward a letter requesting this on his proposal, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, the Minister for Finance and Oireachtas members for the county. 
 (11)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members    

1. Letter from Limerick County Council, dated 4th March, 2009, regarding Pallaskenry Agricultural College.

2. Letter from Monaghan Town Council, dated 26th February, 2009, regarding Notices of Motion.

3. Acknowledge from Deputy B. O’Shea, T.D., dated 20th February, 2009, regarding St. Patricks Hospital.

4.
Letter from Deputy B. O’Shea, T.D., dated 25th February, 2009, regarding St. Patricks Hospital.

5.
Letter from Deputy B. Kenneally, T.D., dated 23rd February, 2009, regarding St. Patrick’s Hospital.

6. Letter from Deputy J. Deasy, T.D., dated 24th February, 2009, regarding St. Patrick’s Hospital.

7.
Letter from Min. Cullen, dated 24th February, 2009, regarding St. Patrick’s Hospital.

8.
Letter from FBD Insurance, dated 18th February, 2009, regarding closure of FBD office, Dungarvan.

9.
Letter from Dún Laoghaire County Council, dated 6th February, 2009, regarding Resolution.

Handed out on day:



Letter from Health Service Executive, dated 4th March, 2009, regarding St. Patrick’s Hospital.


Information leaflet from Home Energy Saving Scheme


Annual Report on Audit Committee

Letter from Shannon Town Council, dated 6th March, 2009, regarding the Governments investment in primary education.

(12)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,    
Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,
“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following

upcoming conferences: 

	Conference Title
	Conference Date
	Venue
	Registration Fee

	 Annual Conference of the ACCC
	2nd & 3rd April, 2009
	Kilkenny Ormonde Hotel, Kilkenny.
	€225.00

	Planning And Development Control Seminar For Councillors 
	March 20th - 22nd, 2009
	The Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Bushypark, Co. Galway. 
	€245.00

	Building Energy Regulations Seminar For Councillors 
	March 13th - 15th, 2009
	The Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Bushypark, Co. Galway. 
	€245.00

	Annual Spring Seminar 2009 – LAMA
	16th – 17th April, 2009
	The Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
	€250.00

	Public Relations and the Media Training Seminar
	April 3rd - 5th, 2009 
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
	€

	Alcohol and Drug Abuse Training Seminar
	May 15th - May 17th, 2009
	Eccles Hotel, Glengarriff, Co. Cork. 
	€

	Supporting Family Carers - Local Government Role
	May 29th - 31st, 2009
	Bellingham Castle Hotel, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.
	 

	Sustaining Rural Development - Mitchelstown Forum Annual Conference 09
	March 27th & 28th, 2009
	Fir Grove Hotel, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork.
	€200.00

	Developing The Dublin-Belfast City Region Economy 
	May 14th, 2009
	Fairways Hotel Conference Centre, Dundalk.
	€236.92

	Civic Leadership & Local Government
	March 27th & 28th, 2009
	Park House Hotel, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford
	€195.00


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,
Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

      approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 8th February to              1st March, 2009, as follows:
	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	AMAI Conference
	Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
	13th-15th February
	N. Flynn
P. Daly

J. Tobin

D. Doocey

G. Barron

E. Leahy

J. Carey 

P. Nugent

D. Cowman

	20th Colmcille Winter School
	Colmcille Heritage Centre, Letterkenny.
	27th February – 1st March
	P. O’Callaghan
D. Doocey

P. Nugent

	Mid West Regional Authority
	Adare, Co. Limerick.
	19th & 20th February
	M. Greene

	North South Confederation of Councillors
	Bellingham, Co. Louth.
	20th-21st February
	P. O’Callaghan

	Information & Communication Technologies for Councillors
	Glendalough, Co. Wicklow.
	6th-8th February
	G. Barron

	L.G. & Renewable Energy Seminar
	Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo.
	15th-17th February
	T. Higgins 

	Maximising Your Vote
	Red Cow Moran’s Hotel, Dublin
	26th-28th February
	T. Cronin

G. Barron

T. Higgins


(13)   NOTICES OF MOTION
          Cllr. P. O’Callaghan moved on the following Notice of Motion:
          “That Waterford County Council calls on the Government to maintain investment in Primary 

         Education, to avoid increasing class sizes at primary level, and to ensure that the educational  

         opportunities of our children are protected in these economically challenging times.  Waterford   

        County Council further asks the County Secretary to inform An Taoiseach of this Resolution.”
     It was proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and agreed to forward a letter requesting this to the Minister for Education and Science and also to the Taoiseach.


       Cllr. M. Greene agreed to liaise directly with Directors of Services re the following Notices of Motion:
       “That Waterford County Council provides a written report on the flooding in January in Clonmel in the 
       Waterford County Council area, outlining the impact on property and infrastructure, the involvement of  

       Waterford County Council personnel, the liaison/communication by WCC with residents, Clonmel Borough    

       Council, South Tipperary County Council, OPW, Gardai and other relevant bodies and recommendations
       for the future.”
       “That Waterford County Council provides a written update and review of the works agreed by Housing, in  

       conjunction with the Area and others, to be carried out in Clodagh Drive, Clonea Power.”
      Cllr. M. Greene moved on the following Notice of Motion:
     “That Waterford County Council requests the Health Services Executive to make a permanent

     General Practitioner appointment to the Four-Mile-Water Health Centre as a matter of    

     urgency."
     It was agreed to contact the H.S.E. regarding the matter, on the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr.

     C. Ó Riain.

(14)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

     School Bus Charges
               Cllr. N. Flynn expressed her concern that school bus charges had increased recently and recommended that a letter issue to the relevant Minister.  Agreed.
        This concluded the business of the meeting.

   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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