COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th February, 2009.
PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:


Cllr. Ger Barron


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey



Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Tom Cronin



Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright




ABSENT:

Cllr. Mary Greene

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Tom Gilligan, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

(4)   
PRESENTATION BY DR. PÁDRAIG FRENCH, MOOREPARK RESEARCH CENTRE ON LAGOONS AND REED BEDS
Mayor T. Higgins welcomed Dr. French, Moorepark Research Centre, and Mr. Michael Keane, Waterford Branch of the I.F.A., to the meeting.  Dr. French addressed members regarding lagoons and reed beds.  Councillors thanked Dr. French for attending the meeting and it was agreed, on the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, to discuss this at the next SPC meeting.  Mr. Keane thanked the members for allowing him to make the presentation and conveyed his best wishes to Mr. J. O’Flynn, former Director of Services and County Engineer, on his recent retirement.
 

VOTES OF SYMPATHY


The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. Seán Leahy, Mrs. Mary Kelly, Mrs. Mary Power, Mrs. Tríona Quinn, Mr. Thomas Ryan.  

One minute’s silence was observed.

· Cllr. B. Mansfield requested that Waterford County Council extend its support to the workers and  

             pensioners of Waterford Crystal.  Councillors agreed to this, expressing their disappointment

             at the proposed closure and the loss of tourism which it brought into the County for many a decade.
· Cllr. B. Coffey referred to the proposal to close St. Bridget’s Ward at St. Patrick’s Hospital, Waterford. It was agreed to contact the constituency Dáil Deputies and the Taoiseach and request that the closure be deferred until the new 50-bed ward is provided.  
· Cllr. B. Kyne condemned the proposed pension levy to be applied to public service employees               as inequitable, stating that it promoted a division between public and private sector workers and pointing out that a strong public service is vital to the country.
· Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, and Mayor T. Higgins welcomed Mr. Tom Gilligan as the Council’s new Head of Finance.
 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th JANUARY, 2009
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan and agreed.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of January, 2009, were noted.
(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of January, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters Arising:

Unfinished Housing Estates

Cllrs. B. Kyne, J. Tobin and N. Flynn referred to the issue of unfinished housing estates in the County and requested that a detailed report on the current position be presented to the Council. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, acknowledged observations made. He stated that a dedicated team has been established to deal with this matter and agreed to present a full report at the next meeting. 
Development Contributions
Cllr. P. Daly referred to difficulties faced by persons in paying development contributions and asked that a flexible approach be adopted when dealing with these.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that development contributions must be paid, but agreed to consider genuine cases as they arise and accept payment on a phased basis if appropriate.  
(5)
CONSIDEARATION TO DISPOSE OF THE FOLLOWING IN ACCORDANCE WITH 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001:
(a)
6 GORT AN CHLOCHAIR TO MR. SEÁN WHITE, SILVER BIRCH, OLD COURT, KILMEADEN, COUNTY WATERFORD FOR A SUM OF €150,000 AS PER NOTICE SERVED ON COUNCILLORS DATED 27TH JANUARY 2009
On the proposal of Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose 6 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford to Mr. Seán White, Silver Birch, Old Court, Kilmeaden, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €150,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09, served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose 6 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford to Mr. Seán White, Silver Birch, Old Court, Kilmeaden, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €150,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09, served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(b)
7 GORT AN CHLOCHAIR TO MR. JAKUB KOMPA, 12 BERKLEY ROAD, FERRYBANK, WATERFORD, FOR A SUM OF €125,000 AS PER NOTICE SERVED ON COUNCILLORS DATED 27TH JANUARY 2009
On the proposal of Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose 7 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, to Jakub Kompa, 12 Berkley Road, Ferrybank, Waterford, for a sum of €125,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09, served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose 7 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, to Jakub Kompa, 12 Berkley Road, Ferrybank, Waterford, for a sum of €125,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09, served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(c)   8 GORT AN CHLOCHAIR TO MS. BERNADETTE DUNNE, 24 RICHARDSON’S MEADOW, KILCOHAN, WATERFORD FOR A SUM OF €170,000 AS PER NOTICE SERVED ON COUNCILLORS DATED 27TH JANUARY 2009
On the proposal of Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose of 8 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, to Ms. Bernadette Dunne, 24 Richardson’s Meadow, Kilcohan, Waterford, for a sum of €170,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09, served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose 8 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, to Ms. Bernadette Dunne, 24 Richardson’s Meadow, Kilcohan, Waterford, for a sum of €170,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09 served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(d)  9 GORT AN CHLOCHAIR TO MS. EMMA MARTIN, 8 ASHFORD DRIVE, GRANGE MANOR, WATERFORD, FOR A SUM OF €150,000 AS PER NOTICE SERVED ON COUNCILLORS DATED 27TH JANUARY 2009
 On the proposal of Cllr. B. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose of 9 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, to Ms. Emma Martin, 8 Ashford Drive, Grange Manor, Waterford, for a sum of €150,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09, served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree, subject to formal exchange of contracts, to dispose of 9 Gort an Chlochair, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, to Ms. Emma Martin, 8 Ashford Drive, Grange Manor, Waterford, for a sum of €150,000.00, as set out in the notice dated 27/01/09, served on Councillors in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(6)   
CONSIDER ADOPTION OF DRAFT TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME
The programme as circulated was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly.

Cllr. B. Mansfield recommended that illegal encampments should be dealt with promptly by the Local Authority, the Gardaí and Customs. It was agreed, at the request of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, to circulate the document to Dungarvan Town Councillors. 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, 

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Traveller Accommodation Programme, 2009 – 2013 – Section 11 Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, as presented.”

(7)   
CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT DRAFT ARTS SCHEME 2009
Councillors L. O’Sullivan and G. Barron complimented The Arts Officer for the Scheme as presented.  It was then proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and adopted.   
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,  

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Arts Scheme, 2009, as presented.”

(8)
CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN
· Cllr. L. O’Sullivan requested assistance from Waterford County Council to establish a Tidy Towns   

     Committee in Tramore.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to ask the Town Clerk to progress this and Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager, confirmed that the Council would provide every support in this regard.

· In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that it was not viable for Waterford
     County Council to collect glass from businesses at present, but agreed to liaise with other Local

     Authorities in regard to possibly providing a regional service.
· Cllr. N. Flynn expressed her concern regarding chewing gum on the streets.  Mr. B. White, Director of
     Services acknowledged the problem and said that attempts are being made to deal with this by provision of a biodegradable gum.
Cllr. P. Daly expressed his thanks to all those involved in the preparation of the Litter Management Plan, 2008-2011, and to persons that made submissions. The plan was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Daly, Chairperson of the SPC, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Litter Management Plan, 2008-2011, as presented.”

(9)
CONSIDERATION OF 3 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME

Cllrs. B. Coffey and A.M. Power suggested that wider consultation with members should take place in advance of preparing future programmes. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager confirmed that the Area Meetings would be used for consultation purposes in future.

The 3 Year Capital Programme was then proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and adopted.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, 

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the 3 Year Capital Programme, as presented.”

(10) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
  Housing

  (a)
Insulation Programme

Cllr. B. Mansfield requested information on the recently announced Insulation Programme.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that no information has yet been received by Waterford County Council, but agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting. 

  (b)
Housing Grants 
In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that applications were being accepted since January, but no allocation had yet been received from the Department.
  Sanitary Services 
(a)
7 Villages Sewerage Scheme
Cllr. G. Barron requested update on progress.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to present a detailed report at the next meeting.
(b)
Crooke Sewerage Scheme

Cllr. J. Carey asked about delays on this scheme.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to liaise with the Area Engineer and revert.

Environment
(a)
Samshire

In response to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that a court case was pending and agreed to keep members informed of outcome.  Upon request from Cllr. K. Wilkinson, he agreed to provide a breakdown of legal costs incurred to date by Waterford County Council.
(b)
Waste Collection 
Mr. B. White, Director of Services agreed to provide Cllr. B. Coffey with collection figures for 2009.
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Áisitheoir Pobail

Cllr. B. Mansfield requested Waterford County Council to contact Aire E. Ó Cuiv regarding his Department’s proposal to discontinue the post of Áisitheoir Pobail in the Gaeltacht, stating that this position is vital to the Area.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to contact E. Ó Cuiv on the matter. 
(b)
Kilmacthomas Courthouse


In response to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that plans are being prepared at present.
Fire
(a)
Fire Charges

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, confirmed to Cllr. T. Wright that charges are levied for chimney fires, but not for house fires and that charges have been waived in hardship cases.  
Mr.Curran agreed to forward details of the waiver scheme to Cllr. D. Geoghegan.  
Roads
  (a)
Potholes

Cllr. J. Tobin referred to the large quantity of potholes in the County and suggested buying or hiring a patching machine.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that one was currently on trial on trial with the Council and options to purchase one in the near future are being examined.  
Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager, confirmed to Cllr. D. Doocey that he had contacted FÁS in regard to the possibility of using Community Employment Schemes for basic road works.   
(b) Surfacing of Tramore Roads
In reply to Cllrs. A.M. Power and L. O’Sullivan, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that a lab analysis report is awaited before a decision can be made on action needed to address the road surfacing problems at these locations. He confirmed that safety measures would be put in place in the meantime and that the roads involved would be monitored daily. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager apologised for the problems that arose and confirmed that the road would be repaired as soon as soon as possible.
(c) Mahon Bridge
Cllr. G. Barron asked for an update regarding Mahon Bridge.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, confirmed that funding was received under the Low Cost Safety Scheme and work would be carried out during 2009.
(d) Kilmacthomas onto N25

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, confirmed that the NRA had responded to his request but further detail is awaited.  He agreed to liaise with Cllr. Barron when this further information is received.
(e)
Flooding, Knocklofty Bridge to Sir Thomas Bridge


Cllr. C. Ó Riain complimented the Council’s road workers on their work during the recent flooding.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, thanked Cllr. Ó Riain, adding that significant investment into flood relief for this area should resolve the matter in due course.
(f)
Whelan’s Bridge

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. B. Coffey that discussions were ongoing with the landowner involved.  

(g)
Suir Area

Cllr. B. Coffey welcomed Mr. C. O’Neill, Area Engineer, to the Comeragh Area and thanked Mr. K. Walsh for his contribution to the Area as Area Engineer.  
(h)
Castle Road, Dunhill

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. L. Brazil that funding was available to carry out these works in 2009.
(i)
Ballymacmague

Cllr. D. Geoghegan requested safety measures at Ballymacmague, adding that 21 incidents have been recorded there in recent times.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to follow this up as a high priority.

(j)
Butlerstown National School


Cllr. P. Daly referred to the need for parking at the national school in the interest of road safety.     Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to follow up with Area Engineer and revert to Cllr. Daly.

(k)
Signage re Frosty Roads


In response to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that some warning signage had already been erected and more would be added shortly.

(l)
Ballylemon Cross

Cllr. P. Nugent asked if funding is available to carry out works at this location.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that no funding had been allocated for 2009 but agreed to re-examine the matter and contact Cllr. Nugent directly.
(m)
Dungarvan Outer By-pass


Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. P. Nugent that a decision on route selection was expected shortly and agreed to keep members informed.
 (11)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members    

1. Letter from Eircom regarding removal of public telephone kiosks.

2. Letter from Office of the Minister for Education & Science dated 28th January, 2009 regarding

     Rural Bus School Programme.

3. Letter from Athlone Town Council, dated 27th January, 2009 regarding energy costs.

4. Letter from FBD, dated 15th December, 2008, regarding closure of Dungarvan Branch.  

     Cllr. N. Flynn asked that the Council again requests FBD not to close the Dungarvan Branch.  
5. Acknowledgement from Office of the Taoiseach, dated 22nd January, 2009.

6. Acknowledgement from Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, dated 19th January, 2009,

       regarding Installation Aid and Early Retirement Scheme.

7. Acknowledge from Minister B. O’Keeffe, received on 12th January, 2009.

8. Letter from Lismore Town Council, dated 6th January, 2009, regarding Section 3.12 Waterford

       County Development Plan 2005-2011.
     Cllrs. N. Flynn and T. Higgins spoke in support. It was agreed that the matter would be 

     considered during the review of the County Development Plan.

9. Notice of advertisement for proposed Material Contravention at Duckspool, Dungarvan, PD

       08/1048.

(12)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,    
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,
“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following

upcoming conferences: 

	Conference Title
	Conference Date
	Venue
	Registration Fee

	Rattoo Heritage Society - 17th Annual 2009 Kerry Environmental Conf. 
	4th - 8th March, 2009
	Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry.
	€265.00

	Women of 1916 - Enniscorthy Town Council
	February 21st, 2009
	Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
	€100.00

	The Irish National War Memorial 1919 - 2009
	27th & 28th February 2009
	Green Isle Hotel, Dublin
	€195.00

	North South Confederation of Councillors - Review and reform of LG
	20th & 21st February 2009
	Bellingham Castle Hotel, Co. Louth.
	€195.00

	Climate Change, alternative energies & the nuclear experience Seminar
	6th - 8th March, 2009
	Raheen House Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.
	€245.00

	Information and Communication Technologies for Councillors 
	6th - 8th February, 2009
	The Glendalough Hotel, Glendalough, Co. Wicklow.
	€245.00

	Renewable Energy - Planning the Future 
	15th - 17th February, 2009
	Sligo Park Hotel, Pierce Road, Sligo.
	€245.00

	International Local Government Convention 
	March 3rd - 6th, 2009
	INEC Conference Centre, Killarney, Co. Kerry.
	€265 early booking

	The Economic & Social Benefits Of Preserving Our Cultural Heritage
	March 5th & 6th, 2009
	The Listowel Arms Hotel, Listowel, Co. Kerry.
	€200.00

	Maximising Your Vote - Third Sector Forum
	26th - 28th February, 2009
	Red Cow Moran's Hotel, Naas Road, Dublin.
	€245.00

	Local Government Tourism Management In a Global Economic Slowdown
	6th - 8th March, 2009
	Clonakity, Co. Cork. 
	 

	BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference - The National Spatial Strat
	April 2nd, 2009
	Abbey Hotel, Roscommon. 
	€100.00

	Ireland and its people 2010-2015 (jobs, economics and skills for the future)
	March 6th, 2009.
	Sligo Park Hotel, Pierce Road, Sligo.
	€195.00

	Election 2009 - The Challenges 
	25th - 27th February, 2009
	Ballsbridge Inn, Ballsbridge, Dublin.
	€245.00

	Environmental Management: The Challenges For Councillors 
	1st - 3rd April, 2009
	Killashee House Hotel, Killashee, Naas, Co. Kildare. 
	€245.00

	Energy Ireland Conference 2009
	10th & 11th June, 2009
	Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin.
	€1,075.27

	Centre For Non Profit Management Communication 
	June 17th, 2009
	IMI, Sandyford, Dublin 16. 
	€250.00

	Clonakility Tourism Conference – Local Sustainable Tourism
	March 6th – 8th, 2009
	Celtic Ross Hotel, Rosscarbery, Co. Cork.
	€245.00


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the

      approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 9th January to 8th February, 2009, as follows:
	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	 Effective Communication for Councillors
	Days Hotel, Waterford.
	16th – 18th January
	Nora Flynn

	 Local Government Planning Service
	Granville Hotel, Waterford.
	23rd – 25th January
	Nora Flynn

	Local Government Planning Service
	Hotel Westport, Westport, Co. Mayo
	9th – 11th January
	Pat Nugent

Brendán Coffey

Declan Doocey

Dan Cowman

Tom Cronin

Kevin Wilkinson

Pat Daly

	Antrim Tourism Conference
	Dunadry Hotel, Dunadry, Co. Antrim.
	23rd & 24th January
	James Tobin

Pat Daly

Elaine Leahy

Lola O’Sullivan

Kevin Wilkinson


(13)   NOTICES OF MOTION
           Cllr. J. Tobin moved on the following Notice of Motion:
“That Waterford County Council calls on Eircom not to remove any of the payphone kiosks in County Waterford.”

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly and unanimously agreed to write to Eircom requesting reversal of the decision to remove payphone kiosks in County Waterford.

        Cllr. G. Barron moved on the following Notice of Motion:
“That Waterford County Council undertakes to repair and surface the slipway at Bonmahon Beach.”           
This was proposed by Cllr. G. Barron and seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to carry out the work, subject to clarification of ownership.

(14)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)     Golden Mile Competition
               Mayor T. Higgins stated that a presentation would be made to two groups following the meeting and invited members to attend.
     (b)
Warning light at Crehanagh national school
               Cllr. B. Coffey stated that the light is out of order at present.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services agreed to follow up on this.

(c) Public Toilets, Bunmahon/Stradbally

Cllr. L. Brazil asked about proposals for opening public toilets at Stradbally and Bonmahon in 2009. M. Quinn, Director of Services, said that the budget for public toilet maintenance had decreased by 20% from 2008 and agreed to write to the members on the impact of this reduction.
        This concluded the business of the meeting.

   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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