COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 11th May, 2009.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Tom Higgins, Méara

PRESENT:



Cllr. Ger Barron


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey

Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Tom Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Billy Kyne


Cllr. Elaine Leahy


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield

Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan 

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Damien Geoghegan
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Michael Quinn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Brian White, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Tom Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following: Ms Hannah Prendergast, Mrs Betty Grant, Mr Johnny Fitzgerald. 

One minute’s silence was observed.

 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th APRIL, 2009

Proposed by Cllr.  P Daly, seconded by Cllr. G Barron and agreed.

Cllr. M Greene requested that a correction be made to the Minutes to reflect that Clodagh Drive is in Clonea Power not Portlaw as indicated in the Minutes.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of April, 2009, were noted.

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of April, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(4)
REVISED ROAD WORKS PROGRAMME 2009
Mr M Quinn, Director of Services advised the Council that there is over 25% cut in the overall grant, varying between 0% and 63% on various programmes.  The Road Works Programme for 2009 has been revised in line with resources available to get the maximum benefit from improvement works in the County.
Resolution:

Proposed by, Cllr.P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Revised Road Works Scheme 2009, as presented.”
(5)
CONSIDERATION OF PART VIII PROCESS FOR THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE ‘SQUARE’, IN TALLOW AND ASSOCIATED OFF-STREET CAR PARK

Mr M Quinn, Director of Services advised the Council that a significant level of consultation with the local community in Tallow had been carried out, concerns had been taken on board and he recommended that the plan be adopted for the improvement works in Tallow.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J Tobin

Seconded by Cllr. K Wilkinson, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, to proceed with the Refurbishment of ‘The Square’ in Tallow and associated off-street Car Park”

(6)   
CONSIDERATION OF ISSUING POLLING CARDS FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS

Mr M Walsh, County Secretary, advised the meeting that polling cards would be issued by the European Returning Officer to persons entitled to vote in the European Elections on 5th June, 2009 and recommended that polling cards be issued by the Council to approx. 780 persons recorded on the Register of Electors as entitled to a Local Election vote only.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. G Barron
Seconded by Cllr. M Greene, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to issue Polling Cards to the 780 Local Voters on the Register of Electors 2009/2010, plus any others that may be added to the Supplement to the Register of Electors, in respect of the Local Elections on 5th June 2009.”

 (7)
CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL REPORT 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. T Cronin, seconded by Cllr. L Brazil, it was agreed to adopt the Annual Report for 2008 as presented.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. T Cronin
Seconded by Cllr. L Brazil and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Draft Annual Report, 2008, as presented.”

(8)
CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2008 IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 108 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001
On the proposal of Cllr. M Greene, seconded by Cllr. P Daly,  it was agreed to adopt the Annual Finacial Statement for year ended 31st December 2009 in accordance with Section 108 of the Local Government Act 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. M Greene
Seconded by Cllr. P Daly and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Annual Financial Statement for year ended 31st December 2008 in accordance with Section 108 of the Local Government Act 2001, as presented.”

(9)
CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY WATERFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

Mr T Gilligan, Head of Finance, asked the Council to consider the approval of additional expenditure incurred by Waterford County Council in the performance of its functions during 2008, in accordance with the provisions of Section 108(4) of the Local Government Act 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G Barron

Seconded by Cllr. J Carey and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council approve of additional expenditure incurred by Waterford County Council in the performance of its functions during 2008, in accordance with the provisions of Section 108(4) of the Local Government Act 2001”. 

(10)
CONSIDERATION  OF THE DISPOSAL OF 0.77HA  AT DUNGARVAN ENTERPRISE CENTRE LIMITED, SHANDON DUNGARVAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH NOTICE ISSUED ON 1/5/2009 UNDER SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G Barron

Seconded by Cllr. B Mansfield and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to lease 0.77ha of land at Shandon, Dungarvan to Dungarvan Enterprise Centre Ltd, to develop a Community Enterprise Centre, for a sum of €5.00, subject to formal exchange of Contracts and also as set out in the notice served on Councillors dated 1/05/2009 in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(11) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
Sanitary Services 
(a) Water Charges
Cllr B Coffey queried the charges to Cotton Mill Public House which were excessive due to an undetected water leak.  In reponse, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services advised that it is the responsibility of the customer to identify a water leak and address it immediately.

(b)
Sewerage in Dunmore East

Cllr J Carey expressed concern regarding raw sewerage in Dunmore East and asked that those responsible be fined.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services advised that he and the Director of Environment & Planning would investigate the matter.


Community & Enterprise

(a)
Kilmacthomas Library

Cllr G Barron asked when the Kilmacthomas Library would re-open and what could be done in the future to prevent closure of the library due to staffing issues.  In response, Mr D McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that the staffing structure of the Library is currently being reviewed to ensure that all library branches will be open at least one day per week.
(b)
Mirco Management of Economy


Cllr AM Power outlined suggestions with regard to an Economic Plan of Recovery for Waterford.  Mr R O’Dwyer, County Manager, welcomed Cllr Power’s suggestions and advised that the new Council will have an opportunity to focus on and address these issues in the preparation of the next Corporate Plan.
Environment

(a)
Ballinroad Estate

Cllr T Wright expressed concern that an Estate in Ballinroad has not yet been taken in charge and that sewage has become backed up and is emitting foul odours in the vicinity.

(b)
Grass Cutting

Cllr P Nugent queried the cutting of grass in An Grianán and Páirc na mBláth Estates.  


Mr. B White, Director of Services, stated that resources were not available to cut grass in estates that were taken over. The estates in question had not been taken over and responsibility rests with the developer to remedy the sewerage problems.
Roads

(a) 
Helvic Pier
Cllr B Mansfield requested that the Director of Services contact the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government with regard to proposed works for Helvick Pier.  In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, stated that a submission has been made to the Department and a decision is awaited.
(b)   Traffic Calming at The Burgery
Cllr B Mansfield requested an update on plans for Traffic Calming at The Burgery, Dungarvan.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to report back on this matter.
(c) 
Ladyslip, Tramore
Cllr L O’Sullivan queried when works would commence at Ladyslip, Tramore.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, advised that works would commence on 18th May.
(d) 
Outdoor Staff
Cllr M Greene expressed concern that the age profile of the outdoor staff is increasing and in light of the embargo on recruitment questioned if this will mean a reduction in Outdoor Staff.
  In his reply, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, expressed his concerns with this matter and stated that the situation would have to be dealt with as it evolved.
(e) 
Traffic Management at Portlaw NS
Cllr B Coffey requested an update on the status of works at Portlaw NS.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, stated that a proposal would be put to the next Area Meeting.
(f) 
Pedestrian Lights at Crehanagh NS
Cllr B Coffey asked when Pedestrian Lights at Crehanagh NS would be repaired.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, stated that new control units have been ordered and would be installed as soon as possible.
(g)       Whelan’s Bridge, Kilmeaden
In response to Cllr B Coffey, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, reported that there was an ongoing issue with the landowner and no acceptable solution had been reached. Negotiations will be continued and he agreed to report back to Council at the next meeting.

(h)       Pier at Passage East
Cllr J Carey requested an update on proposed works at the Pier in Passage East.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to report on this matter at the next meeting.
(i) 
Road  from Ballyneal to Clonea Power to Mothel
Cllr M Greene requested an update on the closure of this road.
Housing
(a)
Vacated Houses
Cllr B Coffey requested that vacated houses be let as quickly as possible to alleviate vandalism.  In reply Mr F Curran, Director of Services, said that at the moment there are 25 houses vacant and these would be re-let as quickly as possible.

(b) Housing Estate at Kill
Cllr G Barron questioned if work could be done to cut grass and furze at this estate.  Mr F Curan, Director of Services, agreed to examine the possibility of cleaning up the green area involved.
 (12)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members: 
1. Letter from Office of the Minister of Education & Science, dated 4th March 2009, re:  School Bus Charges.

2. Letter from Office of the Minister of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 6th April 2009, acknowledging receipt of letter in relation with the Members resolution on An Bord Pleanála.

3. Letter from Killarney Town Council, dated 14th April 2009, regarding Notice of Motion on National Carer’s Day.

4. E-Mail from Galway County Council, dated 16th April 2009, regarding Notice of Motion on Bog Owner’s Rights.

5. Letter from Brian O’Shea, T.D., dated 22nd April 2009, regarding New 50 bed Unit at St Patrick’s Hospital.

6. Letter from Monaghan Town Council, dated 22nd April 2009, regarding Notice of Motion regarding NCT notification to vehicle owners.

(13)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D Doocey ,    

Seconded by Cllr. T Cronin, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences: 
	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	DATE OF CONFERENCE
	VENUE
	TOTAL FEE

	Plantation Of Ulster - Dungannon & South Tyrone Council
	May 22nd & 23rd
	The Valley Hotel, Fivemiletown, Co. Tyrone
	£25.00

	William Carlton Summer School 
	August 3rd - 7th
	Corick House Hotel, Clogher, Co. Tyrone.
	£200.00

	Byrne Perry Summer School 
	June 26th - 28th
	Gorey, Co. Wexford. 
	€130.00

	A Vision Of The World in 2020
	June 11th & 12th
	Manchester, United Kingdom.
	              €130.00


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr T Cronin,

Seconded by Cllr P Daly, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 8th April to 11th May, 2009, as follows:

LAMA Annual Spring Seminar on 16th & 17th April, 2009  at The Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

· Nora Flynn

· Mary Greene 

· Lola O’Sullivan

· Damien Geoghegan 

· Ann Marie Power

· John Carey       

· Dan Cowman 

4th IRDA Planning Conference on 22nd & 23rd April, 2009 at Brehon Hotel, Kilarney.  

· Declan Doocey     

· Dan Cowman 

(14)   NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr P O’Callaghan moved on the following Notice of Motion:-
“That Waterford County Council explore the possibility of making land available for allotments.”
D. McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that this is in hand currently. Following advertisement, approx. 50 expressions of interest had been received and allotments would be provided in Tramore and Dungarvan areas initially. 
Cllr B Coffey moved on the following Notice of Motion:-

“That Waterford County Council will liaise with the NRA & provide filter lane for traffic turning off the N25 onto the Kill Road at Carroll’s Cross Junction (east to west direction).”
M. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to follow this up with the NRA.

Cllr B Coffey moved on the following Notice of Motion:-

 “That Waterford County Council will without delay implement the direction from the EPA on the 17th September 2008 to Kill/Bonmahon, Ballyduff/Kilmeaden & Kilmacthomas PWS”
M. Quinn, Director of Services, said that no funds were currently available for this work.

Cllr G Barron moved on the following Notice of Motion, which was agreed:- 
“That Waterford County Council will request the NRA to provide a turning off lane at Carroll’s Cross on the N25 to facilitate traffic turning onto the Kill Road.”
(15)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Presentations and Tributes were paid to Cllr C. O’Riain, Cllr D. Cowman and Cllr E. Leahy, on their retirement from Waterford County Council.
Best wishes were offered to Tony McCarthy, Chief Fire Officer, on his retirement.
        This concluded the business of the meeting.

   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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