COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 13th July, 2009.

PRESIDING: 
Cllr Nora Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G Barron

Cllr. L Brazil


Cllr. J Carey


Cllr. B Coffey


Cllr. J Conway

Cllr. T Cronin



Cllr. P Daly


Cllr. D Doocey



Cllr. P Fitzgerald

Cllr. D Geoghegan



Cllr. M Greene

Cllr. T Higgins



Cllr. B Kyne


Cllr. B Mansfield



Cllr. P Nugent

Cllr. P O’Callaghan


Cllr. J O’Leary

Cllr. M J O’Ryan



Cllr. L O’Sullivan

Cllr. AM Power



Cllr. J Pratt


Cllr. J Tobin

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

The Council passed a vote of Congratulations to the Waterford Minor Hurling Team & Management on winning the Munster Minor Hurling Championship.


 
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11th MAY, 2009

Proposed by Cllr. M Greene, seconded by Cllr. D Doocey and agreed.


(2)
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 19TH JUNE, 2009

Proposed by Cllr. G Barron, seconded by Cllr. D Geoghegan and agreed.


(3)
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 29th JUNE, 2009
Proposed by Cllr. D Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. D Doocey and agreed.

 (4)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of April, 2009, were noted.

(5) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of May & June, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
(6)
PRESENTATION ON NATIONAL BROADBAND SCHEME – 3 IRELAND
Mr Damien Gallagher, 3 Ireland made a Presentation on the National Broadband Scheme.  In response to queries raised by Council Members, Mr Gallagher advised the Council that co-location on existing masts is always the first option pursued by 3 Ireland, where this is not the case the areas are examined to locate a mast which will have as little impact as possible on communities.
(7)
NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEES/ORGANISATIONS
i. Nomination of Members to SOUTH WEST RIVER BASIN ADVISORY

On the proposal of Cllr. J Carey, seconded by Cllr. AM Power, Cllr. D Doocey was nominated.
ii. Nomination of Members to REGIONAL DRUGS TASK FORCE
On the proposal of Cllr. J Carey, seconded by, Cllr. D Doocey Cllr. AM Power was nominated.

iii. Nomination of Members to SPC’S

The following were nominated and duly elected;

Environment & Planning

Cllr. J Tobin, Cllr. B Kyne, Cllr. D Doocey, Cllr. M Greene. 
Transport & Infrastructure

Cllr. T Cronin, Cllr. P O’Callaghan, Cllr. T Higgins, Cllr. B Mansfield.
Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Cllr. J Conway, Cllr. J Pratt, Cllr. N Flynn.
Economic Development

Cllr. AM Power, Cllr D Geoghegan, Cllr L Brazil, Cllr MJ O’Ryan.
Culture & Heritage

Cllr. J O’Leary, Cllr. B Coffey, Cllr. P Fitzgerald.
iv. Nomination of balance of Members to JPC

The following were nominated and duly elected;

Cllr. T Higgins, Cllr. P Nugent, Cllr. M Greene, Cllr. B Coffey, Cllr. D Doocey,
Cllr. J Carey, Cllr G.Barron, Cllr N.Flynn.
(8)   
NOMINATION OF COMMITTEE TO DEAL WITH COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND & COMMUNITY CAPITAL GRANTS
The CPG was nominated as a Committee to deal with the Community Support Fund and Community Capital Grant.
(9)
CONSIDERATION OF SPC SCHEME 2009-2014

Proposed by Cllr. J Carey, seconded by Cllr. G Barron and agreed.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. G Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the SPC Scheme 2009-2014 as circulated.”

(10)
BRIEFING SESSION FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr F Curran, Director of Services informed the Council of a Briefing Session organized for Council Members on the 20th July 2009 which will deal with all aspects of the Council’s operations.
(11)
CONSIDERATION OF THE LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEME 

On the proposal of Cllr. J Carey, seconded by Cllr. AM Power, it was agreed to adopt the Local Improvements Scheme & Community Involvement Scheme, as circulated. 

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. AM Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Local Improvements Scheme & Community Involvement Scheme as circulated.”

(12)
CONSIDERATION  OF THE PROPOSAL TO DEMOLISH EXISTING PUBLIC TOILETS & CONSTRUCT NEW TOILETS  & LIFEGUARD STATION AT CLONEA STRAND, CO WATERFORD IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. D Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. T Higgins it was agreed to proceed with the proposed works at Clonea Strand, Co Waterford.


Resolution 
Proposed by Cllr. D Geoghegan,

Seconded by Cllr. T Higgins, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to demolish existing Public Toilets and construct New Toilets & Lifeguard Station at Clonea Strand, Co Waterford in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(13) 
CONSIDERATION  OF THE PROPOSAL TO DEMOLISH EXISTING HOUSE & CONSTRUCT A SINGLE BUNGALOW AT COOLROE, CARRICK-ON-SUIR, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001


On the proposal of Cllr. M Greene, seconded by Cllr. B Coffey it was agreed to proceed with the proposed works at Coolroe, Carrick-on-Suir, Co Waterford.


Resolution 

Proposed by Cllr. M Greene,

Seconded by Cllr. B Coffey, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to demolish existing house and construct a single bungalow at Coolroe, Carrick-on-Suir, Co Waterford in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(14)
CONSIDERATION  OF MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 2005-2011, FILE REF PD08/1220
On the proposal of Cllr. J Carey, seconded by Cllr. D Doocey, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005–2011: PD08/1220.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. D Doocey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD 08/1220.” 
(15)
CONSIDERATION  OF AUDIT REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31st  DECEMBER 2008 IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 121 (1) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. J Carey, seconded by Cllr. AM Power it was agreed to adopt the Audit Report for the Financial Year ended 31st December 2008 in accordance with Section 121(1) of the Local Government Act 2001.

Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. J Carey


Seconded by Cllr. AM Power, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Audit Report for the Financial Year ended 31st December 2008 in accordance with Section 121(1) of the Local Government Act 2001.”
 (16)
CONSIDERATION  OF AMENDMENT TO AUTHORISED USERNAMES OF WCC’S INTERNET BANKING

On the proposal of Cllr. G Barron, seconded by Cllr.  D Doocey it was agreed to amend the authorised usernames of WCC’s Internet Banking to include Mr T Gilligan, Head of Finance and Mr D Murphy, Accountant.

Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. G Barron


Seconded by Cllr. D Doocey, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to amend the authorised usernames of WCC’s Internet Banking to include Mr T Gilligan, Head of Finance and Mr D Murphy, Accountant”.
(17)
CONSIDERATION  OF FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR 2009 FROM HEAD OF FINANCE


Mr T Gilligan, Head of Finance advised the Council of Budget Cuts and Reduction in the Local Government Fund.
(18)
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 2009


Mr B White, Director of Services highlighted the main sections of the Explanatory & Financial Memorandum to the Planning & Development (Amendment) Bill, 2009 which impact on Waterford County Council and the preparation of the County Development Plan.

(19)
REPORT OF THE COUNTY MANAGER ON PRE-DRAFT SUBMISSIONS & OBSERVATIONS


Mr R O’Dwyer, County Manger outlined the report on the Pre-Draft Submissions received on the Waterford County Development Plan 2011-2017, in accordance with Section 11 of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2007 (as amended).  He advised the Council that 112 Pre-Draft Submissions had been received and requested members to consider the contents of the Report and revert before 21st September 2009 with any comments.
(20)
PROGRESS REPORTS
SANITARY SERVICES
Boil Water Notice at Feddans

Cllr M Greene queried the Boil Water Notice issued at Feddans and wondering if it were likely to happen again.  In response Mr M Quinn, Director of Services, advised that a new well and water supply are needed as the problem is likely to occur again in the future.

COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE
Cycling Routes

Cllr B Mansfield queried if there are any plans to develop Cycling Routes in Coillte forests.  In response, Mr D McCarthy, Director of Services advised that discussions are taking place with Coillte and the National Trails Office, however, availability of funding is an issue.  Cllr D Geoghegan suggested that perhaps there is too much use of signage on the Sean Kelly Cycling Routes, Mr D McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that routes cross over in some areas and additional signage was necessary.

Closure of Glanbia Branch at Grange
Cllr D Doocey expressed concern at the closure of Glanbias branch at Grange and requested that Management write to Glanbia to revert this decision.  Mr D McCarthy, Director of Services advised that discussions had taken place with Glanbia, however, their decision to close Grange was final.

Deise Link

Cllr M Green advised the Council of the availability of funding for the Deise Link Service under the ‘Travel Smarter Fund’, Mr D McCarthy, Director of Services advised that he is in discussions with Mr M Quinn and Mr J O’Donoghue with regard to funding options for the Deise Link Service.

ENVIRONMENT
Hedgecutting

Cllr M Greene requested a letter to be written to Coillte requesting them to continue the cutting of hedges in wooded areas.

Littering

Cllr J Tobin suggested the putting a portable video camera at troublesome littered areas, in reponse An Meara stated for the record that the message should go out from the meeting that littering is not acceptable.

FIRE
Fire Stations

Cllr J Tobin queried when will work commence on the Fire Station in Tallow.  In response, Mr F Curran, Director of Services stated that, work will commence as soon as possible and WCC are liasing with the Department on the matter, the building of a new Fire Station in Kilmacthomas was given priority.

ROADS
Pier at Baile na nGall

Cllr P Nugent questioned when works would commence on the railing at the Pier at Baile na nGall.  In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services advised that this work is in hand and orders have been placed for materials.

Double Yellow Lines in Ardmore

Cllr P Nugent questioned why Double Lines had been put down in Ardmore without consultation with the residents.  It was agreed that this would be discussed at Area Committee level.
Road to GAA Field in An Rinn

Cllr B Mansfield raised concerns with regard to a dangerous bend on the road leading to the GAA Field in An Rinn.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated that these works would be considered under the Road Works Programme for 2010.

Minaun Road, Cheekpoint

Cllr P Fitzgerald requested that the repair of this road would be made a priority.  In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated he would refer the matter to the Area Engineer.

Whelan’s Bridge

Cllr J O’Leary requested an update on Whelan’s Bridge.  In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated that discussions with the landowner has significantly delayed progress.

Hedgecutting on Junctions & Bends

Cllr L Brazil queried what hedgecutting works has been planned.  In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated that there are restrictions with regard to the timing of the cutting of hedges, however, if there is an issue of safety works will be carried out if necessary.

Pothole at Garranbane

Cllr L Brazil queried when works would commence on Pothole at Garranbane.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services will revert on the matter.  

Lights at Crehanagh NS

Cllr M Green requested an update on the School lights at Crehanagh NS.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated that it seems the lights are at fault and the supplier has been contacted.

Clashmore/Aglish Area

Cllr D Doocey queried who is the Engineer responsible for the new Clashmore/Aglish Area.

Main Street, Tallow

Cllr J Tobin queried when works would commence on the resurfacing of the Main Street in Tallow.  Mr M Quinn, Director of Services will revert on this matter.

Glendine Road

Cllr J Tobin requested that Cork County Council should be pursued with regard to repairing the section of the Glendine Road which is under their remit. In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated that WCC has been in touch with Cork County Council and are working at a solution to the matter.

Patching Machine

Cllr J Tobin proposed to hire a patching machine for 20 days per annum for the repair of potholes. In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated that the Velocity Patcher has been used very successfully and that a grant is available for the purchase of this machine.  

Blacks Cross

Cllr M J O’Ryan requested an update on the status of works at Blacks Cross.  In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services will refer this to the Area Engineer and revert.

Resurfacing of R675/Tramore to Dunmore East Coast Road/Bellelake to Fenor

Cllr J Conway queried when works would commence on the resurfacing of the R675, Coast Road from Tramore to Dunmore East, Bellelake to Fenor.  In response, Mr M Quinn, Director of Services stated that the Machines are in-situ and awaiting on suitable weather conditions to proceed, the Resurfacing of R675 is a priority.

Queries to Area Meetings

Due to the large volume of queries raised, An Meara suggested that in future any local queries should be put in writing and discussed at Area Meetings.

At this stage of the meeting it was proposed by Cllr D Geoghegan and seconded by Cllr D Doocey that extra time be allowed to conduct the meeting in order to cover all the items on the Agenda.

HOUSING
Housing Aid Grants for People with a Disability

Cllr M Greene queried the status of the Housing Aid Grants for People with a Disability.  In reply, Mr F Curran, Director of Services stated that all Priority I applications have been dealt with and that Housing Staff were working through Priority 2 applications in date order.
Land behind Fire Station in Ardmore
Cllr T Cronin queried the possibility of developing the lands behind the Fire Station in Ardmore for Housing.  In reply, Mr F Curran, Director of Housing stated that the zoning of these lands would form part of the County Development Plan.

Unfinished Housing Estates
Cllr T Cronin requested a Committee to be established to deal with unfinished Housing Estates in the Dungarvan Area.  Mr B White, Director of Services to revert on the matter.
 (21)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members: Letter from Mr Brian Lenhian, TD, Department of Finance re: recommendation that the pension related deduction not apply to retained fire fighters dated 30th  June 2009.

1. Letter from Macroom Town Council re: Motion of Natural Resources dated 10th June 2009.

2. Letter from Commissioner Fachtna Murphy, An Garda Síochána, acknowledging letter of sympathy from Council dated 5th May 2009.

(22)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D Doocey ,    

Seconded by Cllr. T Cronin, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences: 
	
	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	DATE OF CONFERENCE
	TOTAL FEE

	55
	29th Annual MacGill Summer School And Arts Week
	July 19th - 24th, 2009.
	 

	56
	Transforming Public Services Conference 
	September 15th, 2009.
	€358.42

	57
	Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend 2009
	September 10th - 15th, 2009.
	€80.00

	58
	Clare Tourism Conference
	November 26th - 28th, 2009.
	€249.00

	59
	Percy French Summer School
	July 15th - 21st, 2009.
	

	60
	96th Annual Conference 2009
	September 10th - 12th, 2009.
	€200.00

	61
	Traveller Enterprise & Employment Seminar
	July 22nd, 2009.
	€75.00

	62
	Planning & Building Energy Regulations
	July 24th - 26th, 2009.
	€245.00

	63
	Effective Communications
	July 31st - August 2nd, 2009.
	€245.00

	64
	The Role Of Local Government In Protecting Our Water Resources
	August 14th - 16th, 2009.
	€245.00

	65
	Planning & The European Law
	August 4th - 6th, 2009.
	€245.00

	66
	Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation
	August 7th - 9th, 2009.
	€245.00

	67
	Voluntary Housing and Sheltered Housing for the Elderly
	September 11th - 13th, 2009.
	€245.00

	68
	Environment Ireland 2009
	September 23rd - 24th, 2009.
	€479.93

	69
	Richard Cantillon Summer School
	July 15th-17th, 2009
	€150.00


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr M Greene,

Seconded by Cllr J Carey, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conference from 12th May to 13th July, 2009, as follows:
Alcohol & Drug Abuse 15th - 17th May, 2009 - Eccles Hotel, Glengarriff, Co. Cork.
· Tom Cronin        

· Dan Cowman

Supporting Family Carers 29th – 31st May, 2009 - Castlebellingham, Co. Louth.

· Tom Cronin     

(23)   NOTICES OF MOTION


Cllr B Mansfield moved on the following motion:-

“That Waterford County Council calls on the Government to immediately redeploy the naval services so as to combat drug smuggling criminals, not communities trying to make a living.”

Proposed by Cllr B Mansfied, Seconded by Cllr P Fitzgerald.
Cllr M Greene withdrew the following motion and requested to be furnished with a written report on the matter.
“That Waterford County Council take over the estate of ten houses at Poulnagunoge, Clonmel as originally agreed in the planning conditions.” 

Cllr J Tobin moved on the following motion:-

“That Waterford County Council calls on Bus Eireann to retain all bus routes in Waterford.” 

Proposed by Cllr J Tobin, Seconded by Cllr T Cronin.

Cllr J Tobin moved on the following motion and welcomed the fact that the Minister had now extended the duration of a Planning Permission to 7 years:-

“That Waterford County Council calls on the Minister for the Environment to extend to seven years the period before Planning Permission lapses” 

(24)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(i) Attendance of Party Whips at CPG Meetings

Cllr P Daly requested that Party Whips should be allowed to attend CPG Meetings as previously practiced.  However, Meara N Flynn advised the Council that the Standing Orders stated that “The Mayor of the Council and the Cathaoirligh of the SPC Committees shall form the Corporate Policy Group” and that this order would be observed by Council.

  This concluded the business of the meeting.

   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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