DRAFT

Emergency Services Report 

Meeting of 9th November 2009

Fire & Rescue Service

Staff:
Senior Fire, Building Control and Civil Defence staff at full strength. The position of Station Officer, Dungarvan has been filled to coincide with the retirement on 31st October 2009 of Station Officer Dunne. Sub-Officer Dunmore East has also been filled in October 2009. Interviews to fill Fire fighter vacancies in Dungarvan, Tramore, Dunmore East and Ardmore took place on 3rd and 4th November.
Stations:
Approval conveyed to proceed to Planning (Section 8) for a new station at Kilmacthomas. Further DoEHLG query (22nd October 2009) on site selection being addressed. 
Vehicles:
Order placed on 26th October 2009 with Browne’s Coachworks, Lisburn, for one new Class B Water Tender in the sum of €301k for delivery in mid 2010.
Operational activity: The Incident Command System is operating effectively to date since its implementation in Waterford County Fire and Rescue Service on 1st September 2009.

Forty (40) retained staff have been trained in October on Compartment Fire Behaviour. Two Junior Officers (Sub-Officers from Lismore and Dunmore East) proceed on two weeks of training (Fire Services Council) for Sub-Officers on 2nd November 2009.

Call Statistics for 2008/2009:

	
	2009 to 02 Nov
	2008 All

	Dungarvan
	224
	306

	Tramore
	159
	215

	Dunmore East
	107
	93

	Cappoquin
	117
	153

	Portlaw
	60
	74

	Kilmacthomas
	83
	108

	Lismore
	72
	108

	Tallow
	43
	61

	Ardmore
	31
	37

	Youghal
	
	

	Clonmel
	
	

	Carrick-on-Suir
	
	

	Waterford City
	
	

	
	896
	1155


The volume of calls overall is slightly lower than this stage of 2008 and seems likely to reach 1070-1100, an overall decrease of 5%-10% on last year by years end.

Fire Safety:
The usual annual programme of activity at Station level was rolled out for Fire Safety Week during October.

Building Control (To end September 2009)

	
	 To 31/010/2009
	To 31/10/2008

	Fire Safety Certificates
	46
	68

	Value of FSC
	€52,490
	€104,789

	Commencement Notices
	289
	483

	Value of CN’s
	€10,590
	€19,320

	Relaxations
	2
	0

	Value of Relaxations
	€250
	€0

	Inspections
	64
	96

	Buildings inspected 
	258
	437



Note:
32% drop in Fire Cert applications

50% reduction in value of Fire Certs

41% reduction in Commencement notices

45% reduction in value of Commencement Notices

Major Emergency Management:

A refresher training seminar is planned for key staff on 18th November 2009 as follows:

· Crisis Management Team/WCC Representative(s) to the Local Coordination Centre

· Controller of Operations and/or WCC representative(s) at the On-site Coordination Center

Civil Defence:
The recruitment drive that is presently under way focused particularly on the Kilmacthomas area. Has so far been successful. A new Occupational First Aid class of 8 volunteers (full capacity) commences in Kilmacthomas on 2nd November 2009. 
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