Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
September 2009
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

 Economic 

· Construction of Dungarvan Enterprise Centre to be completed in Summer 2010.  

· Plans for Údarás Enterprise Centre in An Rinn on hold due to lack of funding. 

· Promotional material has been prepared for former Glanbia site in Kilmeaden. 

· Waterford County Council, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Waterford Institute of Technology advancing terms of reference for masterplan for the Waterford Knowledge Campus.  Memorandum of Understanding agreed between IDA Ireland, WIT, WCC and Whitfield Clinic. 

· Economic Plan being prepared. Due for completion by end of September / early October 2009.

Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· Very successful event held on 30th August. Target of 2,000 cyclists exceeded by 700. 300 volunteers ensured well-run event. Substantial numbers of participants from outside the county.

· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes.

· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Park concept advancing - public consultation commencing September
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· Planning to commence shortly on John Treacy Classic 2010
Food Tourism

· Planning is underway for the 2010 event which will take place 16th to 18th April 2010.
B.
Social and Community Development

Social Inclusion 

· 2009 Social Inclusion Grant scheme: recommendations being made to September round of area meetings 

· Contracts signed for Passage East and Clashmore playgrounds

Pride of Place

· Community of Rathgormack is Waterford’s entrant for Pride of Place this year.

· Judging took place on 28th July in Rathgormack hiking Centre. Great commitment and enthusiasm shown by  community
Community & Voluntary Awards

· Launch took place on 2nd July.
· Nomination forms have been sent to community groups countywide.
· Award ceremony on 13th November
Rural Transport Initiative

· In 2008 Rural Transport Initiative ran over 4,000 services. Passenger numbers are in the region of 46,500 which is an increase on 2007 numbers.

· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries

· Reduction in opening hours in the smaller Branches has been imposed but it is hoped that restoration of hours can be managed in the future.
· The Library Service hosted a number of events for Immrama in 2009 including the launch of Alan

Murphy’s (Lismore) first collection of Poetry in Lismore Library, launch of Mary Branley’s latest collection of Poetry in Lismore Library, poetry and music evening for the Immrama festival club for established and emerging poet, multi-media presentation and lecture on film and film making in Co. Waterford by County Librarian Donal Brady, combined attendance at these events was 230.

· Conservation work on the exterior of Lismore Library is now complete.  Restoration of the interior of

the building is now urgently required and quotations will be sought over the next few weeks. 

· Funding has been granted for disability works to the exterior of Lismore Library [provision of hand

rails] and the replacement of doors in Dungarvan by automatic ones.

· 2000 children participated in this year’s summer reading scheme which commenced on 1st July. 

· The Library Service has produced a brief guide to the wide range of books, workbooks reference

material and online databases available in our libraries for those who are starting their own business. The guide lists books on entrepreneurship, marketing, leadership and small business start ups and includes a list of recommended agencies, websites and useful electronic resources. It will be available in all branches over the next two weeks. 

· SMS notifications to the public are being rolled out and are proving not only more successful than post

but will save considerable costs. 

County Arts Office

· Good response to Writing Bursaries for Co. Waterford writers – recipients to be announced mid September. 

· Artlinks – Winter programme due to be announced late September. 

· Arts Education – support given to Jenny Fennessy, Lismore to attend prestigious Guildhall School of Music & Drama, London & Joanne Nugent, Passage East for Art Therapy in Crawford College of Art. Both recipients will give community based arts workshops as part of the conditions of their support. 

· Artist in Schools – project development with Tramore school underway. 

· Music project in Portlaw in planning stages to commence by end of September in assoc. with Housing department WCC 

· Arts Council funding applications for local authorities – forms being made available on 7th September – closing date for receipt of applications 8th October 2009.

Heritage

· Work is ongoing by housing technical staff on review of Tree Preservation Orders in the county and collation of information for County Habitat Map.  

· Work has also commenced on reviewing sites for biodiversity enhancement including the Dungarvan Landfill wetlands area.  

· Work is ongoing on preparing the Care and Conservation of Graveyards Publication for printing and publication. And launch planned for first week in November.
· Seminar on Heritage of Waterford will take place on November 5th in the Dungarvan Park Hotel.

· Heritage Week ran from August 22nd-30th with a good attendance at events organised by the County Council

Biodiversity

· Funding was made available for biodiversity training by the Heritage Council and a schedule of  training of outdoor staff on control and management of invasive species is being planed for mid September. 
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