
ROADS PROGRESS REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER MEETING
General

Area Committees have been briefed by the Director of Services, Transport & Infrastructure on the implications of budgetary cuts in 2009 and beyond.
N25 National Primary and National Secondary Roads 

A programme of large scale patching work has commenced on the National Roads. This is aimed at maintaining a reasonable surface on the roads for the time being.
The reduction in the routine maintenance allocation in April combined with an insufficient allocation for Winter Maintenance has resulted in a substantial reduction in routine maintenance on the N25 and the complete cessation of same on the N72. The NRA has been informed. While the cuts in allocations have been severe, the principal problem is under-provision for Winter Maintenance and the need to maintain same in the October-November period of 2009. Indications are that cost savings on the Patching Contracts will be passed back to the local authority as a contribution towards the winter maintenance shortfall.

Non-National Roads Specific Improvement Grant

Grant allocations were reduced from €2.53m to €1.3m in the April cuts. Including the approved overspend from 2008, the budget for Specific Improvement Schemes such as Tallow Link Road, Gold Coast Road and Riverstown Road is now exhausted. Construction of the link from the Riverstown Road through Sommerville will continue until completion at which point all construction work on these schemes will cease for the remainder of 2009. 

Preliminary design on the Gold Coast Road Scheme is complete and the Part VIII process will be advertised for public comment before the next meeting of the Council.

Progress has been made on the Part VIII process for the Glen Road realignment in Tramore. Modifications to the advertised scheme have been made as a result of submissions received during the Part VIII process. A report on the Process to date is presented to the members. The report concludes that the modifications are deemed to be sufficiently significant to warrant the abandonment of the current Part VIII process and the commencement of a new Part VIII process on the revised project design. This is the only fair option available to the local authority to enable the public to view a scheme where significant alterations to the original design are planned as a result of public submissions on a Part VIII scheme. The new Part VIII for the Glen Road Scheme will be advertised before the end of September.

Local Improvement Schemes and Community Involvement Schemes

The Local Improvement and Community Involvement Schemes were approved at the July meeting. Details of local contributions have been completed in most cases and some of the schemes have been completed. The remainder will be completed before the end of November.
Annual Road Restoration (Strengthening) Programme 

The budget for this was cut from €5.89m to €3.93m in the April cuts. The Programme commenced on March 23rd and is 80% complete. The programme is now suspended while the Surface Dressing Programme is underway and will re-commence in late September.

Surface Dressing 

Surface Dressing commenced on June 15th but progress has been disappointingly slow due to the unusually wet summer. Surface Dressing has just been completed in the Lismore and Tramore Areas and has commenced in the Comeragh Area. It is unlikely that the Comeragh or Dungarvan Areas will be able to complete their Surface Dressing programme this year. Discussions are taking place with the Department of Transport with regard to the possible transfer of unused Surface Dressing grants to carry out strengthening, bridge maintenance and regional road maintenance.

Discretionary Schemes

Works on the discretionary schemes are underway.

Regional Road Maintenance

This grant was maintained at 2008 levels. However because of the severe winter, the expenditure on winter maintenance has had a significant impact on the funds available for Regional Road Maintenance, which has been effectively reduced by approximately 12.5%. T&I are pursuing the option of a possible transfer of unused funding from Surface Dressing Grants to this operation.
CLAR funding for Local Secondary/Tertiary Roads

No CLAR funding was available in 2009.

Tramore Traffic Management 

A Public Consultation process has been completed on the proposed traffic management system for Tramore. The report on the process is presented to the members at this meeting.
