Environment Department–

Monthly Report for October Council Meeting

Remediation of Former Landfill Sites: 
	Dungarvan Landfill

	Licence Review
The application for the licence review for Dungarvan has been submitted to, and acknowledged by, the EPA. A decision in respect of the application is due shortly.

	ICW’s
Constructed wetland planting has been completed and plants appear to be establishing well. Ponds ready to accept effluent subject to completion of necessary infrastructure. Discussions are ongoing with the EPA on methods of providing nutrients to the plants pending completion of leachate infrastructure.



	Gas & Leachate
Overall remediation works are now substantially complete. Leachate tanks are now on site. The tenders for the computerised SCADA system to operate and monitor leachate treatment have now been received and a report has been prepared by our consultants RPS. Award of contract is subject to departmental approval for expenditure in 2010



	Landscaping
Seeding is to take place as soon as work recommences



	Finance

All claims to the department to the end of August have been submitted


	Tramore Landfill

	Capping & Lining   

All capping and lining works are complete. 

	Seeding   

Seeding contract complete. Stone picking has been completed. A final rolling of the site has now been completed 

	Other Works

All that remains to be carried out are some minor snagging and drainage works

	Flare   

Flaring landfill gases is ongoing.

	Leachate Treatment

No decision has yet been taken regarding final disposal of leachate. Various options are now under consideration. A meeting with the EPA took place to discuss various options for leachate disposal as a result of which leachate is now being tinkered to the Dungarvan Wastewater treatment plant in the short term.

	Finance

All claims to the department to the end of August have been submitted


EPA Returns
RBME (Methodology for Determining Enforcement Category of Licences) have been submitted to the EPA in respect of both Dungarvan and Tramore Landfill sites. This is now an annual requirement and it is expected that the annual fees payable to the EPA for monitoring these sites will be significantly reduced as a result.
Tour of Remediated Dungarvan Landfill.
A tour of the Dungarvan Landfill has been organised on the morning of the 12th October prior to the scheduled Council Meeting. This tour will show progress to date on site. 
Enforcement: 

· Routine inspections under the RMCEI Plan for 2009 continue to be undertaken. In addition, non routine inspections, on foot of complaints received, are dealt with as a priority and so far all complaints submitted in 2009 have been or are currently under investigation. 

· Litter Monitoring & Quantification Surveys for 2009 are on target. 

· Litter Patrolling Programme commenced on June Bank Holiday weekend in Tramore, Clonea & Ardmore and continued throughout the summer months. Both Environmental Enforcement Officers were rostered to provide inspection coverage at the busiest holiday weekends through the summer in addition to week day patrols.
· 1 Waste Permit Application granted for an Anaerobic Digester  in  September 2009

· 11 Section 55 Notices issued to date in 2009 under Waste Management Act 1996

· 4 legal Proceedings indicated to date in 2009 under Waste Management Act 1996

· 127 litter fines have been issued for period Jan – Sept
· 60  litter fines have been paid for period Jan –Sept

· 1 no. legal proceedings have been instituted under Section 3(1) of the Litter Pollution Act.
· Signage - 20 applications for the erection of temporary roadside signage have been approved year to date.
Waste Packaging Regulations

Inspections are currently being carried (as part of RMCEI Plan) out under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 which came into effect on 31st March 2008 and which impose obligations on all producers, including manufacturers, importers, distributors, wholesaler and retailers of packaging waste.  A summary of the main obligations is provided hereunder.
 Volatile Organic Compounds

Site visits (as part of RMCEI Plan) to each facility using Volatile Organic Compounds will be performed through out Waterford County Council’s functional area during October & November. These iinspections are currently being organized in relation to compliance with the Limitation of Emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds due to the use of Organic Solvents in Certain Paints, Varnishes and Vehicle Refinishing Products Regulations 2007 S.I. 199 of 2007.
Waste Collection Service 2009

Reminders have been issued to householders to inform them that they can join either the “All Star” or the “Choice” service for the period up to 31st December.

Waterford County Council & Dungarvan Town Council have commenced a programme of bin inspections to identify households who have not properly segregated their waste. Radio advertising campaigns have been undertaken to inform householders of the inspections.

Environment Education & Awareness

Anti Litter Grant:
Remaining funds from the anti-litter grant are funding an Awareness Campaign on WLF FM for a period of 6 weeks beginning Sept 7th. Issues being addressed include dog fouling, water conservation, litter awareness and chewing gum initiatives. This initiative is still ongoing.
Dog Fouling Project:

Additional poopers scoopers were ordered due to the high demand and uptake from the general public in response to our advertising, awareness and education campaigns. These have now arrived and the uptake has continued to be strong. Environmental inspectors and Dog Warden have been instrumental in getting these out to the dog owning public over the summer months and continue to promote their use. These new poopers scoopers will remain available from all council offices free of charge for the foreseeable future.

Green Schools:

The Green Schools program is up and running for the coming academic year. There is a record number of schools due for re-assessment this year with a number of new schools expected to receive their first flag in 2009/2010. Meeting are ongoing with a number of schools offering advise, help and any required assistance. 
Schools Educational Programs:

The 2009 Energy Awareness Program, sponsored by GSK Ltd. And in association with the Tipperary Energy Agency, is currently being delivered. Ten schools from across the county (5 from the east and 5 from the west) were selected and the program will be complete by October 9th. The program is being extremely well received to date by all schools. Feedback forms will completed by these schools and returned to the Environment Section for analysis before end October 

Packaging Regulations – Your Obligations

The Main Points

All PRODUCERS

The Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 apply to ALL businesses that handle packaging in whatever form it arises in the course of their business.

· Whether you manufacture, import, buy or sell packaged goods, whether you operate a factory, corner shop, hotel, take-away, pub or restaurant, these Regulations apply to you.

· ALL producers must ensure that all specified packaging waste (means waste aluminium, fibreboard, glass, plastic sheeting, steel and wood) does not go to landfill and is either segregated at source by material type and collected for the purpose of recovery/recycling, or transferred back to the supplier of the packaging.

MAJOR PRODUCERS

There are additional obligations on major producers, i.e. businesses which annually place more than 10 tonnes of packaging (other than packaging for reuse or export) on the Irish market and have an annual turnover of more than €1million.

In addition to meeting the obligations placed on all producers (Part II of Regulations), a major producer can avail of two options in order to comply with the Regulations: - 

· Become a Self-Complier by registering with your local authority and adhering to all relevant requirements of the Packaging Regulations, e.g. requirements relate to reporting, facilities, take back and notices.  Annual registration / re-registration fees apply.

· Join Repak Limited - Repak is the only Approved Body established under article 17 of the Regulations - and adhering to all relevant requirements, e.g. notices, statistical returns and annual fees.  There no obligation to take back packaging for Repak members.

It should be noted that each local authority is responsible for enforcement of the Regulations within its functional area and to ensure that every business is in compliance.  Under the Waste Management Acts 1996 – 2008 failure to comply with any requirement of the Regulations is an OFFENCE.
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