Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
October 2009
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

 Economic 

· Construction of Dungarvan Enterprise Centre to be completed in Summer 2010.  

· Plans for Údarás Enterprise Centre in An Rinn on hold due to lack of funding. 

· Promotional material has been prepared for former Glanbia site in Kilmeaden. 

· Waterford County Council, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Waterford Institute of Technology advancing terms of reference for masterplan for the Waterford Knowledge Campus.  Memorandum of Understanding agreed between IDA Ireland, WIT, WCC and Whitfield Clinic. 

· Economic Plan being presented to Council at October meeting. 
Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· Very successful event held on 30th August. Target of 2,000 cyclists exceeded by 700. 300 volunteers ensured well-run event. 1830 participants from outside the county.

· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes.

· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Public submissions invited closing date 31st October 2009.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· Planning to commence shortly on John Treacy Classic 2010
Food Tourism

· Planning is underway for the 2010 event which will take place 16th to 18th April 2010.
· Fundraising cookery demonstration will be held in the  Park Hotel, Dungarvan on 12th November.
B.
Social and Community Development

Social Inclusion 

· 2009 Social Inclusion Grant scheme: recommendations approved at the September round of area meetings 

· 57 successful groups from a total of 77 applications received county wide.
Playgrounds
· Clashmore and Passage East Playgrounds due for completion before the end of October.
Pride of Place

· Community of Rathgormack is Waterford’s entrant for Pride of Place this year.

· Judging took place on 28th July in Rathgormack hiking Centre. Great commitment and enthusiasm shown by  community
· All Island award ceremony will take place on 21st November at Slieve Donard Hotel, Co. Down with representatives of WCC and Rathgormack attending.

Comhairle na nOg

· Comhairle na nOg will take place on Friday 27th November 2009
Community & Voluntary Awards

· Community & Voluntary awards night will take place on Friday 13th November in Clonea Strand Hotel.
Rural Transport Initiative

· In 2008 Rural Transport Initiative ran over 4,000 services. Passenger numbers are in the region of 46,500 which is an increase on 2007 numbers.

· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries

· Reduction in opening hours in the smaller Branches has been imposed but it is hoped that restoration of hours can be managed in the future.
· Conservation work on the exterior of Lismore Library is now complete.  

· Funding has been granted for disability works to the exterior of Lismore Library [provision of hand

rails] and work has commenced. 
· Funding granted for replacement of doors in Dungarvan with automatic ones.

· 2000 children participated in this year’s summer reading scheme which commenced on 1st July. 

· The Library Service has produced a brief guide to the wide range of books, workbooks reference

material and online databases available in our libraries for those who are starting their own business. The guide lists books on entrepreneurship, marketing, leadership and small business start ups and includes a list of recommended agencies, websites and useful electronic resources. It will be available in all branches over the next two weeks. 

· SMS notifications to the public are being rolled out and are proving not only more successful than post

but will save considerable costs. 

County Arts Office

· Artlinks courses planned for autumn in Co. Waterford are: Building a Business of Your Art (day course), Perfecting Poetry- Knowing How to Start and Where to Stop (4 week course for writers).

· ArtLinks.ie is nominated for Best Arts Website in the 2009 Irish Realex Web Awards.
· Gosia Lawnicki, Dungarvan is awarded Co. Waterford Artlinks bursary for further study in Art Therapy.

· Five Co. Waterford writers to attend specialist Writing courses.

· Male Voice Choir in Tramore supported to upskill their choral element.

· Support given to Lismore singer songwriter for performance with 2 internationally recognised musicians.

· Funding allocated to Riverstown Music Club for their autumn/winter music classes and drama modules. 

· Funding application to Arts Council for 2010 submitted (closing date 8/10/09).

Heritage

· Work is almost complete by technical staff on review of Tree Preservation Orders in the county and collation of information for County Habitat Map.  

· Work is almost complete on the Care and Conservation of Graveyards Publication due for printing and publication in November with planned launch in December/January 2010. 
· Seminar on Heritage of Waterford will take place on November 5th in the Dungarvan Park Hotel.

· Application has been submitted to Heritage Council for funding of  Heritage Plan Projects 2010 including;

1. Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage guiding, Signage & Map boards, Facilitation Comeragh Forum meetings,  Comeragh Mountaisn Website.

2. Signage on industrial heritage of Portlaw and Exhibityion Panel on Freshwater Pearl Mussel for Portlaw Heritage Centre.

3. Training on Graveyard Recording 

4. Seminar on Demsene Landscapes

5. Events for Biodiversity and Heritage Week

Biodiversity
· Application has been submitted to National Parks and Wildlife Service for funding for 4 signs informing public on Biodiversity Value of Tramore Dunes  and Dunes Restoration Works.
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