


Environment Department–
Monthly Report for May Council Meeting


Former Landfill Sites: 

	Dungarvan Landfill

	Licence Review   
The application for the licence review for Dungarvan has been submitted to, and acknowledged by, the EPA. A decision in respect of the application is awaited.


	ICW’s   
Constructed wetland planting has been completed and plants appear to be establishing well. Ponds ready to accept effluent subject to completion of necessary infrastructure. Discussions are ongoing with the EPA on methods of providing nutrients to the plants pending completion of leachate infrastructure.


	Gas & Leachate   
Overall remediation works are now substantially complete. Leachate tanks have now been sized and have been designed and  ordered. Delivery of  glass lined steel tanks is expected by 15/5/09.

	Landscaping
Seeding is to take place during the summer as soon as the main contractor has demobilised from the site



	Tramore Landfill

	Capping & Lining   
All capping and lining works are complete. 

	Seeding   
Seeding contract complete A further rolling of the site will be carried out in the spring at no extra cost. Some additional stone picking still remains to be carried out prior to final rolling. Tenders for this work have been submitted and are currently being assessed.


	Erosion Control    
Erosion control works have been completed .


	Flare   
Permanent flare has been installed and has been commissioned. This is now operational and flaring landfill gases is ongoing.

	





Waste Collection Service 2009

Renewal applications for the All Star & Choice service are currently being processed.
A Radio advertising campaign has been conducted to inform householders of the opportunity to join the service.


Enforcement: 

1. Routine inspections under the RMCEI Plan for 2009 continue to be undertaken.  Non routine inspections, on foot of complaints received, are dealt with as a priority and so far all complaints submitted in 2009 have been or are currently under investigation. 
1. Litter Monitoring & Quantification Surveys allocated and ready for commencement in May 2009. This year, all surveys have been allocated to one EI who also has responsibility to update information on the litter database. 
1. A media piece has prepared in relation to ‘Littering & the Law’ sent to local media to run local newspapers and local radio over coming weeks. 
1. Programme for Litter Patrolling to launch over Summer Months in main touristic areas of Tramore, Dunmore East, Dungarvan and Ardmore including all beach areas. All 3 Environmental Inspectors will be detailed to patrol problem areas on a rota basis covering the weeks over the summer.
1. Waterford County Council v Mr Jim Connolly, 28th April, Clonmel District Court. Waterford County Council successfully secured prosecution for four offences under Section 32(1) of the Waste Management Act resulting in fines being handed down for each offence of €1,000 together with the Councils costs totalling €7,194.00 and Councils legal costs totalling  €4,496.07 with 6 months to pay and 90 days in prison if the fine is not paid.   (Total fines and costs = €15,690)
1. Preparation of surveillance programme for problem bring centres in the county to include placement of clear signage and increased patrols. Bring centre at An Rinn to be used as a pilot prior to rolling out county wide. 
· 8no. Section 55 Notices have been issued under the Waste Management Acts in relation to the holding, recovery or disposal of waste year to date 
· 1 no legal proceedings initiated under Section 55 of the Waste Management Act
· 1 no legal proceeding imitated under Section 39 of the Waste Management Act
· 1 no legal proceedings initiated under Section 3(1) of the Litter Pollution Act
· 49 litter fines have been issued for period Jan – Apr
· 15 litter fines have been paid for period Jan – Apr






Environment Education & Awareness
Anti-litter and Anti-graffiti Grants:

· One of the educational initiatives being funded under the 2008 Anti-litter and Anti-graffiti Grant Scheme, called Recycling Magic (promoted recycling, anti-litter and waste agenda) has been booked with the service provider and took place on April 28th and 29th. Five schools received this program over the 2 days. Schools for this program have been identified in the east of county. Program has been extremely well received by all schools. 
· The next program entitled ‘The Story of the Rubbish Monster’ will run from April 21st to May 8th and will take in 10 schools in west of county. Initial feedback from schools has been very positive
· Funding received under this grants scheme provided for new Dog Fouling signage (in English and Irish ) be installed across the county. This is now greater than 70% complete. The official launch will take place over the coming weeks in the media. 


Green Schools:

Assessments for Flag Renewals is complete. The work load being broken out between K. Moynihan Environmental Awareness Officer and rep of An Taisce. Sixteen Flags in total to be renewed in 2009. On Thursday February 26th 4 schools received their renewal flags and 1 school (Carraiglea N.S.) received its first flag at the Awards Ceremony in the Lifetime Lab in Cork. The remainder of flags to be presented at ceremony in Cork on May 29th.

National Spring Clean:

Taking place during months of April and May. Due to funding received from Anti-Litter Grants, a sufficient amount of gloves and bags have been distributed to all interest groups this year. Notices regarding same have appeared in the 4 regional newspapers. Groups that have registered with An Taisce have been in contact with Environment Section detailing clean ups being completed and materials are being supplied on request. Large amounts of litter/waste/refuse have already been collected by Waterford Co. Co. as a result of same.

