



ROADS PROGRESS REPORT FOR MAY MEETING


General


The 2009 Works Programme was presented to the Members at the April Council Meeting and was adopted. Subsequently, cuts have been made by the NRA and the DOT in budget allocations. A revised Works Programme has been prepared and is presented to the members at the May meeting.


N25 National Primary and National Secondary Roads 

A programme of large scale patching work has been submitted to the National Roads Authority and we are awaiting approval. The recent reduction in the routine maintenance allocation combined with an insufficient allocation for Winter Maintenance has resulted in a substantial reduction in routine maintenance on the N25 and the complete cessation of same on the N72. The NRA has been informed. While the cuts in allocations have been severe, the principal problem is under-provision for Winter Maintenance and the need to maintain same in the October-November period of 2009. 


Non-National Roads Specific Improvement Grant

Grant allocations have been reduced from €2.53m to €1.3m. A subsequent allocation has been obtained for €0.25m. Including the approved overspend from 2008, the MRG budget is now exhausted. Construction of the link through Sommerville will continue until completion at which point all construction work on these schemes will cease for the remainder of 2009. Design work will continue to CPO stage on the Gold Coast Road scheme.

Local Improvement Schemes and Community Involvement Schemes

Grant Allocation has been received which is the same as the 2008 allocation. Applications have been received following public advertisement and the proposals will be finalised and presented to the June Meeting. There was no cut in this allocation in the recent communications.


Annual Road Restoration (Strengthening) Programme 

The budget for this was cut from €5.89m to €3.93m in the recent cuts. The program has been revised to match the reduction in funding and the revised programme will now be sent to the DOT for re-approval, in line with the terms of the recent correspondence. The revised programme is included in the programme presented to the Members at this meeting.


Surface Dressing 

Surface Dressing schemes for 2009, as previously circulated, have not been affected by the recent cuts.


Discretionary Schemes

These grants have been halved and the discretionary work programme has consequently been reduced in number to the same extent.


Regional Road Maintenance

This grant was maintained at 2008 levels. However because of the severe winter, the expenditure on winter maintenance has had a significant impact on the funds available for Regional Road Maintenance, in the order of 12.5%. 


Coastal Protection Works

No allocation has been provided for this work in 2009. An application has been made to the Dept. of Marine for works on Helvic Pier where we would hope to get matching funding from the RNLI. No notification has yet been received from the Deptof the Marine and, consequently, short-term emergency works, to overcome a problem encountered by the lifeboat crew, which hinders the launch of the lifeboat, have been undertaken.


CLAR funding for Local Secondary/Tertiary Roads

No notification has been received.


