Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise  - February 2009
	A.      Economic & Tourism Development 


Economic 
· The County Development Board is preparing a review of the County Strategy.  This commenced on 4th December and is scheduled for completion in April 2009. 

· Planning Application for Dungarvan Enterprise Centre submitted.  Plans for Enterprise Centre in An Rinn advancing. 

· Advancing the establishment of a Skills Association with FAS 

· Waterford County Council, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Waterford Institute of Technology advancing terms of reference for masterplan for the Waterford Knowledge Campus. 

· Ongoing work with IDA and Enterprise Ireland to target sectors. Promotional material will be prepared illustrating the strengths of the County and the region, particularly relating to education and sub-suppliers. 

· Working with businesses in Riverstown Business Park to raise the profile and establish a business association. 

· Promote Dungarvan to Mercyhurst College for Spring 2010 semester. 

Walking Routes

· Draft trails plan due to be completed in early 2009 followed by a consultation process. Will provide a rationale for future development priorities and will form the basis for future funding applications.

· Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line to be heard in February.
· Upgrading walks and signage in Dunmore East Woods and Tramore.
· Improving Comeraghs tourism infrastructure:

· Resurfaced car parks in the Nire

· Mahon Falls car park improved

· Work commenced on extending pathway to Mahon Falls
· Continuing to work with local groups regarding recreational walking trails

Tourism 

· Tourism section of Council website has undergone substantial changes. Successfully launched by Sean Kelly and John Treacy on Friday 23rd January at Holiday Show, RDS.
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
NDP 2007-2013 –Tourism Product Development

· Work being carried out at various locations countywide.

· Major project under way with the erection of the permanent Sean Kelly Tour signage. 
· Work has commenced on looped walks in Tramore and Dunmore East.

Seán Kelly Tour

· The date for the 2009 tour is now set for 30th August 2009
· Launch, online and postal entry due to take place in early March. 
John Treacy 10 Mile Classic

· Preparation for the John Treacy 10 mile Calssic and 5k fun run which will take place on 17th May 2009 is now well underway.

· Web page currently being developed for info/online entry at www.johntreacyclassic.com (online & postal entries currently being accepted)

· The event will be officially launched in February with the announcement of entry details, charity, route, prizes etc.

· This event will start and finish in Villierstown.

Food Tourism

· Planning for 2009 festival is well advanced. 
· 2009 event will take place on 18th & 19th April 2009.
· Expansion planned for 2009 including elements of the Festival in Dunmore East and Lismore.
County Development Board

· Facilitated meeting as part of review of CDB and strategy took place on 29th January.
	B.      Social and Community Development


WCC Capital Funding Scheme (Community and Recreational Projects)

· Scheme is being revised at present and will go out for advertising shortly. 
Social Inclusion 

· 2009 Social Inclusion Grant scheme. Will be advertised in March. 

· 250 Houses to be supplied with smoke alarms under the Community Fire Safety Project funded by DoEHLG under pilot scheme. To date 121 smoke alarms have been fitted in the Suir, Lismore and Tramore areas. 

Pride of Place
· It is planned to support two areas for Pride of Place this year one East and one West.  

Community & Voluntary Awards
· Corporate sponsors are being approached for 2009.
Audit of Arts, Sports and Community Facilities

· Comprehensive audit of Community, Arts and Sports Facilities nearing completion. 
· Approx data base of 200 facilities surveyed. 
· Work on mapping for website to be finalized.
Dail na nOg

· Comhairle na nOg took place in the Park Hotel, Dungarvan on 16th January with students representing all 9 secondary schools in the County present.
· 5 Delegates were nominated to represent Co. Waterford at Dail na nOg 2009 which will take place in Croke Park on 20th February.

· The 5 delegates also attended delegate training day in Kilkenny on 29th January.
Playgrounds
· Playground scheduled to begin in Passage East in 2009, subject to the availability of suitable sites and locally raised match funding. 
· Suitable site being actively sought for Clashmore playground.
Rural Transport Initiative
· In 2008 Rural Transport Initiative ran over 4,000 services. Passenger numbers are in the region of 46,500 which is an increase on 2007 numbers.
· Working in collaboration with Community Forum to offer services to socially excluded groups.

	C.      Arts and Cultural Development 


Libraries
· The draft library development plan has been prepared and will be reviewed by the Culture and Heritage SPC on the 20th February.

· Specialist Conservation work on Lismore Library is underway. 
· In the first of a series of Author Reading Events planned for 2009, the Library Service hosted acclaimed short story writer Claire Keegan in Dungarvan Library on the 15th January. 
· The second event will take  place at 7pm on the 20th  February when Tramore Library will host  Waterford born author,  columnist and member of Aosdána, Peter Cunningham who will read from his latest book “ The Sea and the Silence” 

Arts
· Artlinks (partnership project with Kilkenny, Wexford, Carlow and Wicklow Co. Co.). Artists directory for South East unveiled. Bursaries to support artists in all art forms announced worth almost €40,000 between the 5 counties.
· Waterford Co. Council’s Annual Arts Grants Scheme-recommendations to go before February Council Meeting.
· Molly Keane Memorial Creative Writing Award 2009 advertised. Winner to be announced at Immrama 2009.

· Public Art Commission announced for the Plaza, Dungarvan, Dungarvan Town Coucil.

· Tramore SS: Artistic feature due for completion May 2009.

Heritage

· Golden Mile Prizes will be presented to Ballylaneen Community Group and Cappoquin Civic Link Heritage Group as winners of the 2008 Golden Mile Competition on Monday February 9th following the Council Meeting.
· Awareness initiatives-  Launch of Bend in the River – The archaeology of the N25 Kilmacthomas realignment hosted in the Central Librray on Thursday 22nd January
· Talk given to PROBIS on Biodiversity on Our Doorstep

· Talk on Heritage Grant Schemes in Central Library Wednesday 28th January

Biodiversity
· Funding application submitted to Heritage Council by January 27th for 2 projects as follows;

· Fish Start – programme initiative of Sports Partnership aiming to encourage participation by schoolchildren in fishing with an associated educated programme on rivers, their habitats and conservation. 

· Training on Invasive species for outdoor staff- This follows on from last year’s training programme and aims to train other staff who were unable to attend previous training on control and identification of Invasive Species.
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