COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 11th January, 2010.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G Barron 

Cllr. L Brazil 



Cllr. J Carey


Cllr. B Coffey



Cllr. J Conway

Cllr. P Daly



Cllr. D Doocey

Cllr. P Fitzgerald


Cllr. D Geoghegan

Cllr. T Higgins 


Cllr. B Mansfield 

Cllr. P Nugent


Cllr. P O’Callaghan

Cllr. J O’Leary


Cllr. M J O’Ryan

Cllr. L O’Sullivan


Cllr. AM Power

Cllr. J Tobin



Cllr. J Pratt

ATTENDING:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

APOLOGIES:  Cllr. M Greene      ABSENT:  Cllr. T Cronin, Cllr. B Kyne
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following: Kathleen Walsh, Flor Crowley, James Barron, Brian Griffin, Michael O’Sullivan, Claire Winkle, Nora McCarthy, Michael Walsh, Bridget Hogan, Helen Buckley, Jim Nolan.     One minute’s silence was observed.

On the proposal of Cllr Doocey, seconded by Cllr Carey, Standing Orders were suspended to allow Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services, to  report on the impact of recent  severe weather on Council services.
TRANSPORT & INFRASTRUCTURE – SEVERE WEATHER UPDATE
Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services advised Council of the following:-

· Water Services – Supplies are running to dangerously low levels resulting in schemes being shut-off by night in some areas, in part due to residents running taps to prevent freezing, burst/frozen pipes.  Water tanks are providing water in areas with reduced water/no water i.e. Tramore/Lismore/Cappoquin.  The public is being updated via local radio and website feeds.
· Roads – In relation to severe road conditions, Mr M. Quinn advised that stockpiles of grit were located at 35 locations across the county to be spread by local IFA members.  Meetings were held with An Garda Siochana and the HSE to discuss emergency planning in the event of severe deterioration of weather.  He advised that potholes would not be repaired until the temperature has improved. He cautioned that it might take some considerable time before repairs could be completed due to the severity of damage caused.
In conclusion, he advised Council that staff had gone above and beyond their area of responsibility over the duration of the severe weather.  In response, Council Members paid tribute to the Council Staff and commended them for their hard work over such severely difficult conditions.
(5)
Presentation on Major Emergency Management – Mr Michael Hession, Chief Fire Officer
A presentation on Major Emergency Management was made by Mr M. Hession, Chief Fire Officer. 
In response to Cllr Conway, Mr Hession advised that a Major Emergency Management Exercise Programme was held in 2005 on Youghal By-Pass and that simulated exercises, coordinated regionally, are typically scheduled every three years. He confirmed that sea-based emergencies would involve the Coastguard Service.
(1) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th DECEMBER 2009
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th December 2009, were proposed by Cllr. Daly, seconded by Cllr. Carey and agreed.

(2)
MINUTES OF BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 18th DECEMBER 2009

The Minutes of Budget Meeting held on 18th December, 2009, were proposed by Cllr Daly, seconded by Cllr. Carey and agreed.
(3)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of December, 2009, were noted.  

(4)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of November, 2009, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Planning Workshop
Mr B. White, Director of Services, advised Council that a Workshop on the Draft County Development Plan had been organised at the request of CPG to deal with changes in policies in relation to the Development Plan.  The Workshop will be held on Friday, 22nd January at 3.30pm.  
Pre-Planning Meetings
B. White, Director of Services, outlined further improvements in pre-planning services, implemented following discussion on pre-planning policy at the recent SPC meeting. 

Cllr. Brazil expressed continued dissatisfaction with the proposals.  In reply, the Mayor stated that this matter was deemed an executive function under the Local Government Act 2001 Section 131, Paragraph 5 
“for the purposes of this section “function” does not include a function relating to the employees of a local authority or joint body or the direction, supervision, service, remuneration or discipline of such employees or any of them, other than a function referred to in Section 145” 
and was therefore not for further discussion by the Council.
The Mayor agreed to adjourn the meeting for 10 minutes, on the proposal of Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr. Carey, to allow Members additional time to review the revised procedures,

On resumption, Mr. White clarified the revised procedures to Council Members, stating that the procedures would streamline the pre-planning process and provide consistency in decision-making. He confirmed that applicants unhappy with the outcome of pre-planning meetings could have the matter reviewed by either senior technical staff within the Planning Section or by the Director of Services and that site meetings would be available if required.  He stated that planning staff can only offer advice on proposed applications, as applications may not be pre-judged, and that the new procedures would be reviewed in a number of months.  
The Mayor then ruled that the Council proceed to the next business set out at Item 6 on the agenda. Following several disruptions from the floor, the Mayor called for order to allow the meeting to continue. Disorder continued and the Mayor then formally adjourned the meeting.
 This concluded the business of the meeting.
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