COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 8th February 2010.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G Barron 

Cllr. L Brazil 



Cllr. J Carey


Cllr. J Conway


Cllr. T Cronin

Cllr. P Daly



Cllr. D Doocey

Cllr. P Fitzgerald


Cllr. D Geoghegan

Cllr. M Greene


Cllr. T Higgins 

Cllr. B Kyne



Cllr. B Mansfield

Cllr. P O’Callaghan


Cllr. J O’Leary

Cllr. M J O’Ryan


Cllr. L O’Sullivan

Cllr. AM Power


Cllr. J Tobin


Cllr. J Pratt

ATTENDING:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

APOLOGIES:  Cllr. P Nugent, Cllr. B Coffey.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following: Mrs Ann White (Mother of Mr. B White, DOS), Siobhan Fogarty, Sean Doocey.     One minute’s silence was observed.


(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9th NOVEMBER 2009

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th January 2010 were proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Higgins and agreed.
Pontoon at Passage East.

M. Quinn, Director of Services, confirmed to Cllr Carey that the Area Engineer would contact the Port Authority in Waterford regarding access to the pontoon for local fishermen.
(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of January, 2010, were noted.  

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of January, 2010, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

Sale of Sites
Cllr. Mansfield queried the fact that a housing need is not required where a new house is being constructed on the site of an old dwelling. B. White, Director of Services, stated that this issue was being addressed in the Draft Development Plan currently under consideration.
Tramore Area.
Cllr. Power raised concerns regarding unfavourable decisions being made in relation to retail development in Tramore and requested that a letter be sent to An Bord Pleanala requesting detailed reasons for the refusals.  Cllr. Daly referred to the recent TK Maxx decision and proposed that the National Retail Guidelines be re-examined by the Minister. This was seconded by Cllr Carey and agreed.

In reponse, Mr White stated that a letter would be sent to the Minister and copied to other local authorities.  

Temporary Treatment Plants
Cllr. Cronin queried the position regarding Temporary Treatment Plants for proposed developments.  Mr. White advised that these were not favoured under the Draft County Development Plan 2011-2017.  Cllr Tobin queried where responsibility lay with regard to temporary Treatment Plants in a development where the developer was in difficulty or liquidated.  In reply, Mr. White advised that responsibility lies with the residents in that estate until the estate is taken-in-charge by the Council.
 (4)
CONSIDER REVISED DRAFT COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011-2017

Mr. White advised that minor Draft amendments had been made to the County Development Plan 2011-2017.  The Draft will be on public display from Monday 22nd February to 3rd May, 2010 and this has been advertised in press and radio media.


Resolution:  
Proposed by Cllr. Daly 
Seconded by Cllr Doocey, and resolved;
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the revised Draft County Development Plan 2011-2017 as presented”.

(5) 
Consider Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD09/286, Woodstown, Killoteran 

On the proposal of Cllr. Daly, seconded by Cllr. Carey, it was agreed to approve the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, to grant permission as set out in Planning File Ref PD09/286, Woodstown, Killoteran.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the  Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, to grant permission as set out in Planning File Ref PD09/286, Woodstown, Killoteran.”

(6)
Consider Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, File Ref PD09/200, Fenor
The Material Contravention was proposed by Cllr. P. Daly and seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan.

Cllr O’ Callaghan and others expressed concerns that this development would have a negative impact on the existing infrastructure of the village of Fenor and that in the current economic climate it could become a ‘ghost’ development. Cllr O’Callaghan requested an adjournment of the meeting to allow members to consider this matter further. This was seconded by Cllr Carey and the Mayor adjourned the meeting for five minutes.  
Upon resumption of the meeting, Mr. White advised that a decision must be made on this matter before the 4th March.

The motion as proposed by Cllr Daly was then put to a vote.  Voting was cast as follows:

In Favour:
Cllrs. Barron, Brazil, Carey, Cronin, Daly, Doocey, Flynn, Geoghegan, Greene, Higgins, Kyne, O’Leary, O’Ryan, O’Sullivan, Power, Pratt, Tobin. 
Against:
Cllrs. Conway, Fitzgerald, Mansfield, O’Callaghan.
Absent:
Cllrs. Coffey, Nugent.

Accordingly, on a vote of 17 in favour, 4 against, the matter was resolved as follows:

Resolution:

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, to grant permission as set out in Planning File Ref PD09/200”.
(7)
Consider proposal to construct a 4-bed bungalow at Gates, Old Parish in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Mansfield,

Seconded by Cllr. Higgins, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to construct a 4-bed bungalow at Gates, Old Parish in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(8)
Consider proposal to construct of an extension, as a “Scheme-in-Lieu” at Kereen Lower, Cappoquin in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to construct of an extension, as a “Scheme-in-Lieu” at Kereen Lower, Cappoquin in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001”.
 (9)
Report on Road Damage- Mr M. Quinn, Director of Services

Cllr Tobin proposed that Roads be included as a separate Agenda Item at future meetings until road damage has been addressed. This was seconded by Cllr Daly and agreed.

Mr Quinn advised that it was proposed to schedule the repair work required following recent storm damage as follows:

	                  
	
	Period

	
	Emergency works
	mid Jan – start Feb

	
	Closed or severely damaged roads.
	start Feb – end March

	
	Roads requiring some reconstruction.
	end March – mid June

end August – end October

	
	Edge repair and Re-Surface
	mid June – end August

	
	Clusters of Pot holes
	start February – end May

	
	Isolated Pot Holes
	end May – end November


Background details and work prioritization is to be circulated to members in each engineering area and member were asked to bring any areas of concern to the attention of the relevant Area Engineer. The extent of the programme will be determined by available funding. 

The current estimate of costs for the major damage to the network is as follows:

	Engineering Area
	Damage Costs
	Length of Non National Road
	Cost/m

	Lismore
	€1,368,000
	   645,108 metres
	€2.12

	Comeragh
	€3,359,225
	   857,529 metres
	€3.91

	Dungarvan
	€2,401,223
	   652,309 metres
	€3.68

	Total
	€7,128,448
	2,154,946 metres
	€3.31

	
	
	
	

	T’more
	€1,086,590 (estimated)
	    328,275 metres
	€3.31

	Total (estimated)
	€8,215,038
	
	


In addition, there is an estimated pot-hole repair bill of €1.2m and damage to the National roads will amount to approximately €140,000.  So far additional funding has been secured for the damage to the national network and it is proposed to use €200,000 of the reallocated Local Road Maintenance Budget to address the Category 4 pot-hole work.


Many Council Members expressed urgency in dealing with the road damage which in some areas has been significantly inhibiting daily activities for residents and businesses.  Concern was expressed due to the falling numbers of Outdoor Staff and increased workloads and appeals were made for the Government to lift the recruitment embargo and provide substantial funding for the repair of damaged roads in the County.


A number of issues raised were addressed by Mr Quinn, Director of Services, as follows:

· Staffing  Mr Quinn advised that the Work Programme set out takes into consideration the staff available at this time and pointed out that the recruitment embargo was beyond the control of the local authority.

· Water Run-Off  Mr Quinn stated that run off from land is the responsibility of the land owner.

· Prioritisation of Roads  Mr Quinn requested that Members should report any roads which were inhibiting the daily transport of goods and services, to the Area Engineer, so that they may be prioritised.
· Salting Programme Mr Quinn advised that there is a limit on salt stocks and on occasion the Ice Cast System will not predict frost in some areas resulting in the road not being salted.  Any particular blackspots are addressed on a continual basis.
· Road Closure at Dunmore East  Mr Quinn advised that an Engineers Report is awaited in relation to the re-opening of the Cliff Road in Dunmore East following a rock-fall.

· Double Yellow Lines  Mr Quinn agreed to revert on the matter of Byelaws relating to double yellow lines.

· Velocity Patcher  Mr Quinn advised that funding has been sought from the DEHLG for purchase of these units, but that in the interim two Velocity Patchers have been hired to carry out works.

(10)
Consider adoption of the Policy for the implementation of Traffic Calming Measures


Mr Quinn, Director of Services, advised that the Policy for the implementation of Traffic Calming Measures is being updated from the 2005 version. He outlined the main points involved. The proposed policy as circulated was noted.
(11)
Consider sale of Land at King Street, Abbeyside, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. Mansfield, it was agreed to proceed with the sale of land at King Street, Abbeyside, in accordance with the notice circulated under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001. 
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. Mansfield, and resolved, 

Resolution:


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the sale of land at King Street, Abbeyside, in accordance with the notice circulated under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(12)
Consider sale of Land at Ballinard, Ballinacourty, Dungarvan, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001

Cllr. Kyne queried the Section 47 condition included in the contract for sale on this land. Mr. Curran, Director of Services, advised that this was to protect the high visual amenity of the site and that the purchaser had been made aware of this matter.
On the proposal of Cllr. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. Mansfield, it was agreed to proceed with the sale of land at Ballinard, Ballinacourty, Dungarvan in accordance with the notice circulated under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. Mansfield, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the sale of land at Ballinard, Ballinacourty, Dungarvan in accordance with the notice circulated under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
(13)
Consider Nominations to the VEC 

The following were nominated to the VEC, on the proposal of Cllr Greene, seconded by Cllr Daly:- Oliver Coffey, Anna Long, Caroline Haran, Liam Suipéil, in accordance with the Composition of VEC Regulations 2004.  It was requested by Cllr Greene that public notices would be placed in local media for the filling of these places in future.
(14) 
Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009 and Waste Management (Food Waste) Regulations 2009 


Mr White, Director of Services, gave an outline of the Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009 and Waste Management (Food Waste) Regulations 2009 which come into effect on 1st July 2010. Cllr Tobin queried the responsibility to pay Fire Service charges in the event where the Environment Department has been duly notified of the intention to burn waste and the Fire Service is then called out by a third party.  Mr. B White. Director of Services agreed to discuss this with the Chief Fire Officer.
15.
Progress Reports 

(A) Community & Enterprise

Waterford Airport Company
Cllr O’Sullivan acknowledge the work done by Waterford Airport Company in developing the Airport and praised the dedicated staff at the Coastguard Base located there.
(B) Fire 

Fire Station at Dunmore East
Cllr Fitzgerald requested an update on the yellow lines at the Fire Station in Dunmore East.  In reply, Mr Curran, Director of Services, advised that both the Chief Fire Officer and Gardai were satisfied that adequate road markings are in place.
(C) Roads 

This matter was dealt with separately at item 9.
(D) Housing 

Warmer Homes Scheme & Home Energy Saving Scheme
Cllr Tobin requested a report on the Warmer Homes Scheme and Home Energy Saving Scheme. Mr Curran, Director of Services, stated that a presentation on these Schemes would be given to Council at the next meeting.

Cllr Daly raised complaints he had received regarding some contractors involved in these Schemes.  Mr Curran agreed to contact SEI directly in relation to these complaints.

(E) Sanitary Services 

Temporary Treatment Plan – Ardmore

Cllr Cronin requested an update on the progress of the temporary Treatment Plant in Ardmore. Mr Quinn, Director of Services, advised that the contract for these works was due to be signed on 15th February, that work should commence in April.

(F) Environment 

OLD TANNERY, PORTLAW

Cllr O’Leary expressed concern regarding the condition of the Old Tannery, Portlaw.   Mr. White, Director of Services. advised that this property had been assessed previously but agreed to re-examine it immediately.
(16)
Correspondence 


Correspondence as circulated was noted.

(17)
Conferences


Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Doocey,  
Seconded by Cllr. Greene, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences.”

	
	
	
	

	Conference Title

Conference Date

Venue

Reg Fee

Aprox Cost 

2010

 

 

 

from Cllrs Allowance

for approval at February meeting 

 

 

 

 

21st Colmcille Winter School - Role of small enterpries in overcoming the recession 

26th - 28th February 2010

Colmcille Heritage Centre, Letterkenny

€195

€802.07

Environmental Designations - Barriers or Opportunities

4th - 5th Feb 2010

Green Hills Hotel, Ennis Road, Limerick

€180

€478.41

Waste Management & The Law

22nd - 24th January 2010

Kingsvalley Hotel, Dublin Rd, Galway

€210

€626.93

Managing Stress & Promoting Positive Mental Health
16th - 18th February 2010 

Kingsvalley Hotel, Dublin Rd, Galway

€220

€631.93

Cange Management in Local Government

19th - 21st February 2010

Westport Plaza Hotel, Westport, Co Mayo

€220

€744.57

Local Government Housing Service
18th - 20th March 2010

Killarney Plaza Hotel, Killarney

€220

€550.63

Merriman Winter School 2010

29th - 31 January 2010 

Hotel Meyrick, Eyre Square, Galway

€60

 

LAMA - 'Cllrs Role in Changing Climate'

9th - 10th April 2010

Sligo Park Hotel, Peares Road, Sligo
€195

€726.20

Climate Change - Impacts & Strategies - Going Forward

26th -28th March 2010 

Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co Donegal

to follow

€927.07

Association of County & City Council's

4th 5th March 2010

Ballykisteen Hotel, Limerick Junction, Co Tipperary
€200

€425.73


	
	
	


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly. 

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conferences from 11th January to 8th February 2010 as follows.”

	Conferences Atteneded 
	Dates
	Location
	Attended by…

	Planning Seminar for Cllrs
	29 -30 Jan
	Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick
	Ger Barron 

	
	
	
	Damien Geoghegan

	Northern Tourism Conference
	29th - 30th Jan 2010
	Dunadry Hotel, Dunadry, Co Antrim
	Paddy O'Callaghan

	
	
	
	Pat Daly

	
	
	
	James Tobin

	
	
	
	John O'Leary

	Waste Management & The Law
	22nd - 24th January 2010
	Kings Valley Hotel, Galway
	Pat Daly

	
	
	
	James Tobin

	
	
	
	John O'Leary


 (18)
NOTICES OF MOTION

Cllr. O’Ryan moved on the following motion:-

“That Waterford County Council requests the services of the Irish Army during future periods of severe inclement weather, in order to cater for people in the more secluded upland areas of rural County Waterford.”


This was proposed by Cllr O’Ryan, seconded by Cllr Tobin and agreed.
Cllr. O’Ryan moved on the following motion:-

“That Waterford County Council write to all other local authorities seeking support in a request to the Minister for Transport, to allocate NRA sanctioned finance set aside for National Primary roads to be reallocated to Local Authorities, in order to redress, the current state of county roads as a once off measure and as a matter of urgency.”


This was proposed by Cllr O’Ryan, seconded by Cllr Tobin and agreed.
(19)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Waterford Crystal
Cllr Fitzgerald complimented those involved in securing agreement between Waterford City Council and WWRD to open a brand new Waterford Crystal manufacturing facility, retail outlet and visitor centre in the city.
 This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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