COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 8th March 2010.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G Barron 

Cllr. L Brazil 




Cllr. J Carey


Cllr. B Coffey
Cllr. J Conway

Cllr. T Cronin


Cllr. P Daly


Cllr. D Doocey


Cllr. P Fitzgerald

Cllr. D Geoghegan


Cllr. M Greene

Cllr. T Higgins 


Cllr. B Kyne


Cllr. B Mansfield


Cllr. P O’Callaghan

Cllr. J O’Leary


Cllr. M J O’Ryan

Cllr. L O’Sullivan


Cllr. AM Power

Cllr. J Tobin



Cllr. J Pratt

ATTENDING:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

APOLOGIES: Cllr. P Nugent
It was proposed by Cllr Tobin, seconded by Cllr Daly, that the Roads Report be included as a separate item on the Agenda due to the seriousness of the issue at the moment.  In response, An Mhéara advised that Standing Orders would be suspended to deal with the report on Roads.  

Mr. F.  Curran, Director of Services, advised that the Order of Business is set out in the Standing Orders and that the Roads Report would be listed as the first Progress Report for the immediate future to allow for adequate discussion.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the following:- Mr. Jack Tracey.     One minute’s silence was observed.
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
The Council passed votes of congratulations to the following:- 

· James Phelan, Ballymacarbry, who won the IFTA Special Irish Language Award for ‘Rásaí na Gaillimhe’. 

· Killian O’Connor, Cappoquin on his recent kickboxing success in Bristol.
· Blackwater Community School on reaching the All Ireland Camogie A Final.

· Waterford Institute of Technology on reaching the Fitzgibbon Cup Final.


(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8th FEBRUARY 2010
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th February 2010 were proposed by Cllr. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. Doocey, and agreed.
The following matters were raised:-

Double Yellow Lines

Cllr Tobin queried the legal standing of newly marked double yellow lines that are not supported by specific bylaws. Mr. Quinn, Director of Services, advised that the Road Traffic (Traffic &Parking) Regulations 1997 allow the Local Authority, in consultation with An Garda Síochana, to place double yellow lines where necessary for road safety or traffic management issues.  Double yellow lines carry full legal standing in Court and do not require specific approval by Council Members.

Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009
Cllr Tobin sought clarification on the process of notification of such activity as described in the above Regulations. Mr. White, Director of Services, advised that a landowner must notify both the Environment Department and the Fire Services before undertaking such activity.

(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of February, 2010, were noted.  

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of February, 2010, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
The following queries were raised by Council Members:-

· Unfinished Estates. Cllr Brazil queried whether the bond could be used to complete a housing development at Stradballymore and Cllr O’Leary raised the same question regarding a development at Comeragh Estate. Mr. White, Director of Services, advised that Waterford County Council is not responsible for estates until they are taken-in-charge but said that the Council is working with Residents Groups, Developers and Liquidators to deal with unfinished estates throughout the county.  He referred to legal issues encountered regarding drawdown of bonds, but confirmed that a written report would be prepared on this and circulated to the Council.
[Standing Orders were suspended to allow the Roads Progress Report to be discussed as a matter of priority].
A detailed Report was presented by Mr. Quinn, Director of Services.  The following points are noted:-

· Road Grants for 2010 have been announced, with a slight increase from 2009.  

· General Condition of roads has improved – two velocity patchers are in full time use to repair potholes and the full strengthening repair programme has commenced.  

· Some Roads remain closed due to extensive damage and work is planned to commence on these shortly.

· Some Roads are closed or restricted due to the collapse or risk of collapse of adjacent land – preliminary assessments have been made on all of these and a fuller assessment is pending along with estimates of cost of repair.

· Some Roads have had emergency repair work carried out and these roads will form the bulk of the 2010 Road Works Programme.

The following queries were raised by Council Members:-

· Water Mains.  Cllr O’Leary stated that the timeframe set out for works on the water mains from Station House, Kilmeadean to Five-Cross Roads was lengthy and not acceptable and asked that staff be redeployed to have the work completed sooner. In response, Mr. Quinn, Director of Services, agreed to ask the Area Engineer to complete these works in a shorter timeframe.

· Works by Members of Public. Cllr Geoghegan requested that members of the public should be dissuaded from carrying out road repair works, due to concerns for safety and insurance implications.  Mr. Quinn advised that those carrying out such works would be liable for any claims arising as a consequence.

· Old Parish Road. Cllr Cronin advised of damage on the Old Parish road. Mr. Quinn stated that potholes had been repaired on this road and asked the councilor to contact the Area Engineer regarding any other specific problems.

· Outdoor Staff. Cllr Tobin complimented the Outdoor Staff on the volume of work carried out in the past month to re-instate the roads.

· Pontoon in Passage East Cllr Fitzgerald quoted an extract of a letter from the Port of Waterford regarding access rights for local fishermen to the Pontoon in Passage East.  He claimed that these rights were not being honoured by the Port of Waterford and asked that the Council act to re-instate access immediately.  Mr. Quinn agreed to follow up on this.

· Staff Numbers. In response to Cllr Doocey, Mr. Quinn advised that the current national embargo on public service recruitment precluded the Council from employing additional employees to deal with roadworks.

· Local Improvement Scheme/Community Involvement Scheme. Cllr Flynn queried if the above Schemes would be rolled out in 2010.  Mr. Quinn advised that there was no specific provision within Road Grants for these Schemes but that some money would be assigned to carry out limited works in 2010.
· Weight Restriction at Fairybush, Dunmore East. Cllr Daly queried why a 3 tonne weight restriction had been imposed at Fairybush, Dunmore East.  In reply, Mr. Quinn stated that the weight restriction was imposed in consultation with An Garda Síochana following a number of complaints regarding the size of vehicles traversing the road.  As the matter was not resolved following numerous discussions, it was agreed to impose the weight restriction on the basis of the damage being caused to the road. Local access was not affected
 (4)
DRAFT REGIONAL PLANNING GUIDELINES 2010-2022


Mr. White, Director of Services advised that the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines 2010-2022 were on public display and that submissions could be made up to the 7th May, 2010.  He advised that the South East Regional Authority would make a presentation to Council at the next meeting regarding same.

(5)
PRESENTATION ON THE HOME ENERGY SAVING SCHEME & WARMER HOMES SCHEME
Ms Ann Kiely, SEE Housing, gave a presentation on the Home Energy Saving Scheme & the Warmer Homes Scheme.


The following points are noted:-

· Cllr Daly requested that the list of SEI approved providers be circulated.

· Cllr O’Ryan complimented Mr. Curran, Director of Services, and the Housing Department on being to the fore in the use of energy efficient technologies in its housing developments and encouraged the possibility of making the use of such technologies compulsory in private one-off dwellings.  Mr. Curran stated that this was a matter which could be considered in the Draft County Development Plan and Mr. O’Dwyer, County Manager, stated that any such proposals would be welcome.
(6)
PRESENTATION AND CONSIDERATION OF FIRE & EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN, SECTION 26, FIRE SERVICES ACT 1981 

Mr. Michael Hession, Chief Fire Officer presented the Fire & Emergency Operations Plan, prepared in accordance with Section 26 of the Fire Services Act 1981, to the Council for consideration.  


Cllr Kyne raised concern for the morale of the retained Fire Fighters in the county and stated that a silent but significant attack was being made on Fire Fighters income and pension.  He claimed that the number of calls being attended to by the Fire Services had been curtailed by Management in conjunction with An Garda Síochana and requested that this be reversed.  
In response, Mr. Curran, Director of Services advised that Fire Fighters income and pension is dealt with at a national level and assured Council that the Fire Service was operating at optimum efficiency within the county.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Power,

Seconded by Cllr. Coffey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Fire and Emergency Operations Plan, under Section 26, Fire Services Act 1981, as presented.” 
(7)
Consider 3 YEar capital plan 2010-2012


Mr. T Gilligan, Head of Finance, presented the 3 Year Capital Plan 2010-2012 to Council.  He stated that it was an aspirational plan, with proposed expenditure of €103.5m for the 2010 to 2012 period.  The reduction of €49.5m on the Capital Plan presented in 2009 reflected the decline in the level of development in the county and the deterioration of public finances.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adoption of the 3-year Capital Plan 2010-2012.”

(8)
REPORT ON IRRECOVERABLE RATES FOR 2009
Mr. T Gilligan, Head of Finance, reported on Irrecoverable Rates for 2009 as follows:-

	Premises used for Community Purposes
	59,143.45

	Premises closed for Re-development
	64,212.11

	Premises available for Letting

	191,362.01

	Premises unfit or unsuitable for Commercial activity
	11,199.67

	Other

	93,840.32

	TOTAL
	419,757.56


The following points were raised:

· Cllr Mansfield queried if the number of premises available for letting was consistent or had increased due to the current state of the economy and what the position was where a property was advertised for letting. Mr Gilligan advised that written confirmation was required from an estate agent in regard to proposed lettings. 

· Cllr Tobin queried what efforts were being made to collect unpaid rates. Mr. Gilligan advised that Revenue Collectors were employed to deal with rates across the County and that, where a short-term difficulty arises, a practical and pragmatic approach is used to solve the situation.
(9).
Progress Reports 

(A) Environment 
There were no issues raised for discussion.
(B) Community & Enterprise
Libraries
Cllr O’Sullivan expressed thanks to Mr McCarthy, Director of Services, and Ms. J Webster, Acting County Librarian for reinstating former opening hours of Libraries.  

Cllr O’Sullivan advised Council of a free e-learning facility available via the Tramore and Dungarvan Library which is a collaboration between FAS, public library service and An Chomhairle Leabharlanna.  In addition, Mr. McCarthy, Director of Services, advised that annual membership to the Library was only €10 and encouraged the use of the facilities available within libraries.  

Harley Davidson Motor Cycle Club Super Rally 2013

Cllr Coffey requested that the possibility of Waterford being included in the 2013 Harley Davidson Motor Cycle Club Super Rally should be investigated, as site selection is due to commence.  Mr. McCarthy agreed to deal directly with the councilor on this.

Mountain Bike Trails/Railway Walk
Cllr Mansfield requested these items be included in the Progress Report on a monthly basis.  Mr. McCarthy advised that discussions ares ongoing in relation to both of these matters.  
Librarian.

Cllr Barron queried if the position of County Librarian had been advertised.  Mr. McCarthy advised that this was not possible at the moment due to the embargo on public service recruitment.
Mercyhurst College
Cllr Geoghegan referred to the hosting of students from Mercyhurst College in Dungarvan and stated that the value of such a connection could not be overstated.

Provision of Services by Semi-State Bodies

Cllr O’Ryan expressed his concern on the reduction of services by semi-state bodies such as RTE/Post Bank/Bus Eireann/Eircom in some rural areas and queried what could be done to improve the situation.  Mr. McCarthy advised that he was aware of the situation and was working at national level to alleviate the problems caused.

(C) Fire 

Kilmacthomas Fire Station
Cllr Brazil requested an update on the Fire Station in Kilmacthomas.  Mr. Curran, Director of Services, stated that he was awaiting announcement in April of the Department’s Capital Programme for 2010.

(D) Roads 

This matter was dealt with previously.
(E) Housing 
There were no issues raised for discussion.
(F) Sanitary Services 

Public Toilets in Passage East

Cllr Carey queried when the public toilets in Passage East would be re-opened.  In reply, Mr. Quinn, Director of Services, advised that it was necessary to carry out refurbishment works prior to the re-opening of this facility.

Seven Villages Sewerage Scheme – Stradbally
Cllr Brazil requested an update on the Stradbally Sewerage Scheme.  Mr. Quinn, Director of Services, advised that final approval from the Department on this scheme was expected imminently.
(16)
Correspondence 


Correspondence as circulated was noted.
(17)
Conferences


Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. Doocey,  
Seconded by Cllr. Greene, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences.”

	Conferences Attended 

February 2010 
	Conf No
	Dates
	Location
	Attended by…

	21st Colmcille Winter School
	8
	26th-28th Feb 
	Letterkenny, Co Donegal
	John Carey

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Tom Cronin 

	Flood Mgt & Local Government
	6
	5th - 6th Feb
	Ennistymon, Co Clare
	Nora Flynn

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ger Barron

	Environmental Designations - Barriers or Opportunities
	9
	4th - 5th Feb
	Green Hills Hotel, Ennis Road, Limerick
	Damien Geoghegan

	Assoc of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	116
	12th -13th Feb
	Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo
	Mary Greene

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Anne-Marie Power

	 
	 
	 
	 
	John Carey

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Damien Geoghegan

	Managing Stress & Promoting 
	11
	16-18 Feb 
	Kingsvalley Hotel, Galway
	Lola O'Sullivan

	 
	 
	 
	 
	John O'Leary

	 
	 
	 
	 
	James Tobin

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Pat Daly

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ger Barron 

	Change Management in Local Government
	12
	19-21 Feb 
	Westport
	Lola O'Sullivan

	 
	 
	 
	 
	John O'Leary

	 
	 
	 
	 
	James Tobin

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Pat Daly

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Joe Conway 


Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly. 

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the attendances at the below Conferences from 8th February 2010 to 8th March 2010 as follows.”
	No
	Conference Title
	Conference Date
	Venue
	Registration Fee
	Aprox Cost 

	 
	2010
	 
	 
	 
	from Cllrs Allowance

	 
	for approval at March meeting 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	18
	Clonakilty Tourism Conference - Driving Sustainable Tourism in a stagnant Global Economy
	12th - 14th March 2010
	Celtic Ross Hotel, Rosscarbery, West Cork
	€199
	€521.52

	19
	Time Management Media & IT Skills Conference - The Guide for the busy Cllr
	26th - 28th March 2010
	Quality Hotel, Clonakilty, Co Cork
	€195
	€503.85

	20
	Local Authority Anti-Poverty - Local  Gov Participation in the European Year of Social Inclusion'
	22nd February 2010
	Tullamore Court hotel, Tullamore
	€80
	€370.36

	21
	Developing Arts & Cultural Initiatives through Town Twinning
	25th & 26th March 2010
	Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre, Listowel, Co Kerry
	€180
	€443.20

	22
	Local Democracy - In Changing Times'
	1st - 3rd October 2010
	Greystones, Co Wicklow
	€195
	€555.48

	23
	A Guide to Child Protection
	16th - 18th April 2010
	Round Tower Hotel, Ardmore, Co Waterford 
	€225
	€359.87


(18)
NOTICES OF MOTION

Cllr. Mansfield moved on the following motion:-

''That Waterford County Council creates a new forum where by Waterford County Council, Udarás na Gaeltachta, Comhairle Pobail na Rinne agus Comhairle an tSean Phobail would meet on a regular basis to develop a plan for the future of the Gaeltacht.'' 

This was proposed by Cllr Mansfield and seconded by Cllr Geoghegan. It was agreed to refer this to the relevant SPC.
(19)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

New York
Cllr O’Leary expressed disappointment at the decision not to send a delegation from County Waterford to New York for St Patrick’s Day as it would have afforded the opportunity to sell Waterford and promote job creation.  Cllr Mansfield welcomed the decision.  In reply, An Mhéara stated that in light of the current economic climate she decided not to travel to New York and was not sending a deputy in her place.  Cllr Doocey, Deputy Mayor, advised that he was travelling to New York at his own expense and not in his official capacity as Deputy Mayor. 
 This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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