COMHAIRLE CHONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE

WATERFORD COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Budget Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Council Chamber, Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Friday 17th December 2010, at 2:30p.m. 
PRESIDING: 
Cllr. P. O’Callaghan 

PRESENT:
Cllr. G. Barron


Cllr. L. Brazil


Cllr. J. Carey


Cllr. B. Coffey


Cllr. J. Conway


Cllr. T. Cronin


Cllr. P. Daly


Cllr. D. Doocey


Cllr. P. Fitzgerald

Cllr. N. Flynn

Cllr. D. Geoghegan

Cllr. M. Greene 


Cllr. T. Higgins


Cllr. B. Kyne



Cllr. B. Mansfield

Cllr. P. Nugent


Cllr. J. O’Leary


Cllr. M.J. O’Ryan


Cllr. L. O’Sullivan

Cllr. A.M. Power


Cllr. J. Pratt


Cllr. J. Tobin
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

VOTE OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the late Mrs. Reddy. 

Budget 2011
Mr R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, outlined the rationale involved in drafting the proposed Budget as circulated, stating that no increase had been applied to Rates or Water Charges. Subsequent to circulation of the Draft Budget, notification had been received from the DEHLG of a higher than expected grant from the Local Government Fund and confirmation that income received from NPPR can be retained by the Council. Details of proposed changes to the Draft Budget arising from the increased Local Government Fund were circulated to the meeting by the Head of Finance.
Mr R. O’Dwyer thanked those involved in the preparation of the Budget and complimented staff for maintaining a high level of service in the face of greatly reduced resources.

Mr T. Gilligan, Head of Finance, made a presentation on the individual programmes within the overall Draft Budget and set out the details of the proposed amendments arising from the availability of the increased Local Government Fund grant to the value of €1,141,879.
The Draft Budget for 2011, as amended by the changes set out on the attached document, was proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey.

An amendment as follows was proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzgerald:

“Reduce Mayor’s Allowance by €10,000
Reduce Conference Expenses by €57,500

Reduce contribution to Members Association reduced by €7,200

Eliminate allowances for Chairs of SPCs, saving €26,000

Eliminate New York trip, saving €2,000

This amounts to a total saving of €102,700. I wish to propose that:

· €40,000 of this figure is set aside to either create an employed position to aid the business/community sector or to reduce their water charges
· €62,700 is put aside to create a fund to continue to aid and support current business and proposed business and employment within the county.”

The amendment was defeated, following a recorded vote, with 3 for and 20 against.
FOR:  

Cllrs. B. Mansfield. P. Fitzgerald and J. Conway.

AGAINST: 
Cllrs. G. Barron, L. Brazil, J. Carey, B. Coffey, T. Cronin, P. Daly, D. Doocey, N. Flynn, D. Geoghegan, M. Greene, T. Higgins, B. Kyne, P. Nugent, P. O’Callaghan, J. O’Leary, M.J. O’Ryan, L. O’Sullivan, A.M. Power, J. Pratt, J. Tobin.  
Cllr. G. Barron’s proposal, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, was then adopted following a recorded vote, with 20 for and 3 against.

FOR:
Cllrs. G. Barron, L. Brazil, J. Carey, B. Coffey, T. Cronin, P. Daly, D. Doocey, N. Flynn, D. Geoghegan, M. Greene, T. Higgins, B. Kyne, P. Nugent, P. O’Callaghan, J. O’Leary, M.J. O’Ryan, L. O’Sullivan, A.M. Power, J. Pratt, J. Tobin.  

AGAINST:
Cllrs. B. Mansfield. P. Fitzgerald and J. Conway.
ADOPTION OF BUDGET

Proposed by Cllr.  G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“that we, the members of Waterford County Council, having considered the Budget of Expenditure and Income for the year ending on 31st December, 2011, for the County Health District of Waterford, do hereby determine that the proposed Draft Budget, as amended by changes as set out in the document circulated to the meeting by the Head of Finance,  for the Financial Year ending 31st December 2011, be and is hereby adopted.”

ANNUAL RATE ON VALUATION

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,         

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved 

“that we, the members of Waterford County Council, having considered the Budget of Expenditure and Income for the year ending on 31st December, 2011, for the County Health District of Waterford, do hereby determine that the rate for the ordinary expenditure for the service of the financial year ending on 31st  December, 2011, to be levied by means of the annual rate on valuation be €69.9239 and we further determine that the annual rate on valuation for the Town Councils of Lismore  and Tramore be €2.1350 and €2.0000 respectively.”

Mayor P. O’Callaghan thanked the members for their co-operation in adopting the Budget and offered Season’s Greetings to Councillors and Staff.

The meeting then concluded. 
 ____________________________________

  MÉARA

  ____________________________________

   
  RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 

