COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 10th May 2010.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G. Barron 

Cllr. L. Brazil 




Cllr. J. Carey


Cllr. B. Coffey

Cllr. J. Conway

Cllr. T. Cronin



Cllr. P. Daly


Cllr. D. Doocey



Cllr. P Fitzgerald

Cllr. T. Higgins



Cllr. B. Kyne 

Cllr. B. Mansfield




Cllr. P. O’Callaghan

Cllr. J. O’Leary
Cllr. M.J. O’Ryan

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan



Cllr. A.M. Power

Cllr. J. Tobin



Cllr. J. O’Leary



ATTENDING:

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Waterford County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport & Infrastructure

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

APOLOGIES:   Cllr. M. Greene, Cllr. J. Pratt and Cllr. P. Nugent.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the following:- Mr. Gerry Ryan and Mr. Tom O’Leary.     One minute’s silence was observed.

FESTIVAL OF FOOD
The Council expressed congratulations to the organizing committee of the recent Festival of Food which took place in Dungarvan.  The event was a tremendous success which brought a huge influx of visitors to Dungarvan and the surrounding areas.   
JOHN TREACY CLASSIC
The Mayor invited everyone to come along and take part in the forthcoming John Treacy Classic taking place in Villierstown on Sunday, 16th May, 2010.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12TH APRIL 2010

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th April 2010 were proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Geoghegan, and agreed.

The following matters were raised:-

Presentations
Cllr. Conway raised the issue of presentations being made at Council meetings, which he said was time consuming and leading to non-completion of agendas.  He acknowledged that some were necessary and informative, but suggested that the Council look at an alternative way of doing business. The Mayor indicated that the CPG would approve presentations in advance in future and that these would be kept to a minimum.
Lights at Riverstown, Tramore
Cllr. A.M. Power asked that pedestrian lights be located at Riverstown.

Replies from Vodafone & Eircom

Cllr. Kyne & Cllr. O’Ryan acknowledged responses received from Vodafone & Eircom in relation to their services.
Deputations at Area Meetings.
In response to queries raised on this, the Mayor confirmed that a policy on this would be considered at the next CPG meeting.

(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of April, 2010, were noted.  

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of April, 2010, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

The following queries were raised by Council Members:-

Unfinished Estates
Cllr. Mansfield raised the recent media attention regarding unfinished/ghost estates nationally and asked about the position in County Waterford. Mr. B. White, Director of Services, advised that there were no ghost estates of the type shown in the recent television programme in the county.  He confirmed that a report on unfinished estates would be discussed at Area Meetings before being brought to the July Council meeting.
In relation to the Draft County Development Plan, Mr. White advised that all submissions were being collated at present and that Area Meetings would be arranged to discuss the submissions received.  He also confirmed that the Manager’s Report on the submissions would be brought to the July Council meeting.
 (4)
EMERGING PREFERRED ROUTE CORRIDOR N25/E30 FOR DUNGARVAN OUTER BY-PASS

A presentation was made by Mr. J. Donovan, Tramore Regional Design Office in relation to the Emerging Preferred Route Corridor N25/E30 for the Dungarvan Outer By-Pass.  During the subsequent debate, Mr. Donovan answered all queries from Councillors.

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, thanked all staff involved in the preparation of the preferred routes.

Mayor, Cllr. N. Flynn expressed thanks on behalf of the Council for the informative presentation.
(5)
CONSIDERATION OF SOUTH EAST HOMELESS ACTION PLAN 2010-2013

A presentation was made by Ms. C. Hourigan, S.E.O., Housing Dept., on the South East Homeless Action Plan 2010-2013.  

Cllr. P. Daly and others thanked Ms. Hourigan for the presentation and further queries from Councillors were clarified by Ms. Hourigan.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the South East Homeless Action Plan, 2010 - 2013, as presented.” 

(6)
CONSIDERATION OF A LOAN FROM THE HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY TO FUND HOUSING PURCHASE.


Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree the approval of a loan of €6,250,000 from the Housing Finance Agency to fund housing purchase.”
(7)
ConsIDERATION OF GRANTING A LEASE OF PROPERTIES AT CUL NA CUILLE, KILMINION SOUTH, DUNGARVAN, FAN GLAS, KILMEADEN, RAILWAY GARDENS, LISMORE, THE MILLS, LISMORE AND CROOKE, PASSAGE EAST, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the granting of a lease of properties at outlined above, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”  

(8)
CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st December, 2009, in accordance with section 108 of the local government act, 2001.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, approve the Annual Financial Statement for the year ended 31st December, 2009, as presented.”
(9)
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY WATERFORD COUNTY COUNCIL IN THE PERFORMANCE OF ITS FUNCTIONS DURING 2009, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 108(4) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Ryan,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, approve the additional expenditure incurred by Waterford County Council in the performance of its functions during 2009, in accordance with the provisions of Section 108(4) of the Local Government Act, 2001, as presented.”
(10)
SET DATE FOR ANNUAL MEETING 
It was agreed that the Annual Meeting, 2010 would take place on Monday, 28th June, 2010 at 4pm.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Power,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to hold the Annual Meeting, 2010, on Monday, 28th June, 2010 at 4pm.
11.
CoMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION (PART VIII) RE ERECTION OF WIND TURBINE AT ADAMSTOWN, KILMEADEN, CO. WATERFORD.

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed members of a Part VIII proposal for the erection of a Wind Turbine at Adamstown, Kilmeaden, Co. Waterford.  He confirmedthat details of the proposal will be on public display until the 2nd July, 2010 and welcomed all views / observations on same.
12.
Progress Reports 

(A) Roads 

In response to maintenance issues raised by various Council Members, Mr. M Quinn, Director of Services agreed to bring these directly to the attention of the appropriate staff.  The following issues were noted for particular attention:-

· Operation of amber flashing lights at Old Parish / Glenbeg school.

· Need for audit of pedestrian crossings in Tramore.

· Need for pedestrian crossing at Shanbally.

· Cork Co. Co. to be contacted re road from Tallow to Youghal.

(B) ENVIRONMENT

Litter Management.

Cllr. M. O’Ryan advised the meeting that a clean-up of the Nire Valley Area would take place on Saturday, 29th May, 2010. The meeting noted that 17 tonnes of litter were removed during the recent Comeragh Cleanup organised by the Council.
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, agreed to contact individual members in regard to specific instances of littering raised at the meeting.
Mayor, Cllr. N. Flynn raised concerns in relation to illegal dumping on the Glenshelane Drive / Affane church car park and stated that the Council should operate a “Name and Shame” policy to prosecute any offenders.
(C) COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE
Cllr. A.M. Power expressed her congratulations at the very successful Dunhill Enterprise Day which took place recently. In reply, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services expressed his gratitude to all staff involved in making the event such a success.

(D) Housing.

Cllr. M. O’Ryan highlighted the recent media coverage regarding radon levels in houses.
In reply, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services stated that there is a radon barrier present all houses.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager reiterated that Waterford County Council is seen as a leader in this area.
(E) SANITARY SERVICES
Weir in Portlaw

Cllr. B. Coffey asked if Waterford County Council had participated in the investigation into the recent deaths at the weir in Portlaw. Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services stated that he wished to sympathise with the families involved and that Waterford County Council would co-operate fully with any investigation and would carry out its own investigation also.

Public toilets

Cllr. G. Barron raised concerns at the closure of the public toilets in Kilmacthomas.

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, stated that due to recent budget cuts, it was difficult to keep all existing services and a priority had to be given to certain areas.
Seven Villages Sewerage Scheme

In reply to Cllr. L. Brazil regarding Stradbally, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, advised that the approval from the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, to proceed with the contract is expected shortly.
13.
NOTICE OF MOTION
(1)
Proposed by :  Cllr. P. Fitzgerald;

Seconded by : Cllr. B. Mansfield,

Cllr. P. Fitzgerald moved on the following motion :

“That Waterford County Council agrees that eliminating voter fraud is a legitimate aim, and that appropriate procedures should be adopted to ensure that every eligible voter is on the electoral register and that their details are accurate. However this council is of the view that the Governments enumeration procedures introduced in 2006 do not achieve this, and instead represent an unreasonable restriction on the right to vote, that has had the effect of disenfranchising eligible voters, with a disproportionate discriminatory impact on certain groups of voters, including and in particular those who reside in rented accommodation. This Council therefore believes that the Government should abandon these procedures, replacing them with procedures including affirmative action measures that guarantee that every person with the right to vote is able to freely exercise that vote.

A number of Councillors raised concerns regarding this Notice of Motion Cllr. Fitzgerald agreed to re-word same and bring the Motion back to a later meeting. Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary, advised members that he would be available to advise on the matter, if required.
(2), (3), (4).
The following notices were withdrawn as the substantive matter had been addressed by the Minister’s recent decision on the Search and Rescue Service:
“That Waterford County Council deplore the suggestion of funding cuts for the Search & Rescue Helicopter that covers the South East region, these proposed cuts by the current Government could result in the rescue service out of Waterford Airport not operating during the hours of darkness.”

 “That Waterford County Council calls on the Minister of Transport Noel Dempsey to immediately reverse the decision to cut Waterford’s Coast Guard Search & Rescue Service from 24 hour service to 12 hour service (day light operation only).”

“That Waterford County Council calls on the Minister for Transport not to reduce the Search and Rescue Helicopter hours from 24hrs to 12hrs.”
(5)
It was proposed by Cllr. Carey, seconded by Cllr Daly, and agreed:
“This Council notes the Resolution passed in the Council of Europe on 18th March 2010 and contained in the document Minority languages – an asset for regional development and will give due consideration to it in planning the County's economic future.”
(6)
It was proposed by Cllr. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr Fitzgerald, and agreed:

“That this Council opposes any reduction in the National Minimum Wage, recognising that :                                        
· The National Minimum Wage is an important instrument designed to prevent worker exploitation. 

· Low paid workers and those on the minimum wage are struggling to get by and cannot afford to take any reduction in their incomes. 

· Any reduction in the minimum wage or in the incomes of low paid workers would force more families to rely on supplementary welfare assistance from the state. 

· Economic recovery will not be achieved by driving down wages or by becoming a low wage economy.

(7)
It was proposed by Cllr. Coffey, seconded by Cllr power, and agreed:

“That Waterford County Council will continue to devise & implement individual Local Area Plans under the new County Development Plan for all towns covered currently covered under the Waterford County Development Plan 2005- 2011 so as to ensure the progression & sustainability of these towns and villages into the future”.   The discretion to do this rests with the individual local Authority.   

(8)
It was proposed by Cllr. Coffey, seconded by Cllr Kyne, and agreed:

“That Waterford County Council shows its opposition to the proposed closure of the Waterford to Rosslare Rail Line.”
This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________
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