COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 13th September 2010.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. P. O’Callaghan
PRESENT:
Cllr. G. Barron 

Cllr. L. Brazil 




Cllr. J. Carey


Cllr. B. Coffey

Cllr. J. Conway

Cllr. T. Cronin

Cllr. P. Daly


Cllr. D. Doocey


Cllr. P. Fitzgerald

Cllr. N. Flynn





Cllr. D. Geoghegan

Cllr. M. Greene

Cllr. T. Higgins 

Cllr. B. Mansfield


Cllr. P. Nugent

Cllr. M.J. O’Ryan


Cllr. L. O’Sullivan

Cllr. J. Tobin

APOLOGIES:
Cllr. B. Kyne


Cllr. J. O’Leary



Cllr. A.M. Power 

Cllr. J. Pratt

ATTENDING:
Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Waterford County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency 
Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Transport and Infrastructure
Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

  
Mr. J. Lillis, A/County Secretary
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the late 

Ms. Bernie Houlihan.
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES

Under 14 Waterford Hurling Team who won the All Ireland Tony Forristal Hurling Tournament.
Kate Veale who finished in 4th place in the World Youth Olympics in Singapore.

John Cronin who won a gold medal in the European Angling Competition.

Ciara O’Brien and Jessica Gleeson who participated in the Women’s U-17 Soccer World Cup.

Niamh Briggs and Kate O’Loughlin who participated in the 2010 Rugby World Cup.

Dan Shanahan on his recent retirement from hurling.

Intermediate Ladies Football Team on reaching the All Ireland Intermediate Final.

Junior Camogie Team on reaching the All Ireland Camogie Junior Final.

Tidy Towns success

Councillors unanimously congratulated all who participated from County Waterford in the 2010 National Tidy Towns Awards and added that it was a major achievement to win the following:

Lismore Tidy Towns - Gold Medal for Ireland’s Tidiest Small Town and the Climate Change Award.

Stradbally Tidy Towns - Silver Medal and Dungarvan Tidy Towns - Bronze Medal.  
Work carried out by volunteers in all areas of the  County was complimented, as was the strong degree of cooperation between statutory and voluntary bodies.
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to take the Presentations before dealing with the Agenda.  

Presentation on Location Publisher and Website Update
The ICT section presented an update to the meeting on recent developments with the Councils web sites. These included the addition of Location Publisher enabling searchers to identify and locate a range of services within the county and developments in relation to facebook, twitter and RSS feeds.

Presentation on 2010 Seán Kelly Tour

Mr. D. Tuohy, S.E.O. stated that 4,500 participated in this year’s event, with people from all Counties and also from overseas.  He added that it was an excellent event for County Waterford, drawing great support from within the county and contributing to the local economy.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12TH JULY 2010

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th July 2010 were proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly and agreed.  

(1)(a)
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 28TH JUNE 2010

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th June 2010 were proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil and agreed.

(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of July, 2010, were noted.  

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the months of July and August, 2010, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.
Matters arising:

· PD 10/286 - housing development at Baile na nGall – Cllr. B. Mansfield made observations on this application, referring to the number of vacant houses and properties for sale in the area.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services noted Cllr. Mansfield’s observations.

· Cllr. Greene asked if members could be circulated with a monthly report on decisions received from An Bord Pleanála.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services to revert.

· In response to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that currently all preplanning meeting requests were being responded to within 4 weeks, other than in exceptional circumstances and that there were presently only 5 requests on-hand.
 (4)
CONSIDERATION OF PART VIII – REPORT ON REPAIR, RE-ALIGNMENT & EXTENSION OF SLIPWAY AT HEILBHIC

On the proposal of Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed to proceed with re-alignment, repair and extension of slipway at Heilbhic, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield,
Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with re-alignment, repair and extension of slipway at Heilbhic, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(5)
CONSIDERATION TO EXTEND EXISTING GRAVEYARD AT GARRYNAGERAGH WEST, BALLINROAD, DUNGARVAN, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 

It was agreed to extend existing graveyard at Garrynageragh West, Ballinroad, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001, on the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,
Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to extend existing graveyard at Garrynageragh West, Ballinroad, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(6)
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011, GILLIAN DWYER, CLIFF ROAD, DYSERT, ARDMORE, CO. WATERFORD PD 09/611
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to proceed with the material contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, Gillian Dwyer, Cliff Road, Dysert, Ardmore, County Waterford, PD 09/611.  A vote was taken on a show of hands and carried:

FOR:
18

ABSTAIN:    1

ABSENT: 4

FOR:
Cllr. G. Barron, Cllr. L. Brazil, Cllr. J. Carey, Cllr. B. Coffey, Cllr. T. Cronin, Cllr. P. Daly, Cllr. D. Doocey, Cllr. P. Fitzgerald, Cllr. N. Flynn, Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Cllr. M. Greene, Cllr. T. Higgins, Cllr. B. Mansfield, Cllr. P. Nugent, Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Cllr. M.J. O’Ryan, Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Cllr. J. Tobin

ABSTAIN:
Cllr. Joe Conway

ABSENT:
Cllr. B. Kyne, Cllr. J. O’Leary, Cllr. A.M. Power, Cllr. J. Pratt

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the material contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011, Gillian Dwyer, Cliff Road, Dysert, Ardmore, County Waterford, PD 09/611.”

(7)
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2010


Mr. B. White, Director of Services referred to his report as circulated, adding that the Act is now available on the Department’s website. He referred particularly to new provisions in relation to consistency with Regional Planning guidelines, quarry developments, extensions of permission periods where no works have been carried out and obligations under the Birds and Habitats Directives.
In reply to Councillors he clarified that any new Development Charges Scheme would not have retrospective affect to charges levied on permissions already granted.

In reply to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. White stated that he would be happy to examine the circumstances in relation to an alleged error in correspondence to a customer in relation to development charges if the councillor would provide necessary details.
(8)
PROGress Reports
(A) Roads 

In response to maintenance issues raised by various Council Members, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, clarified various items raised by members and agreed to bring matters needing attention to relevant personnel.  The following issues were noted for particular attention:-

· Road reinstatement in Ballymacarbry – Cllr. M.J. O’Ryan requested that a

   section through Ballymacarbry should be examined and the relevant contractor   

   be requested to carry out any necessary improvements to bring the road up to 
   its earlier standard.
· Sommerville, Link Road – Cllr. P. Fitzgerald expressed concern for safety in the

Sommerville Estate-Riverstown Road area of Tramore and was supported by   

Cllr. Conway. Mr. M. Quinn,Director of Services acknowledged the members 
concerns and agreed to have a safety audit carried out.
· Chapel Street, Portlaw – Cllr. B. Coffey stated this street is in need of urgent repair.

· Crehana – Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services informed Cllr. Coffey that it is hoped to carry out works before the end of November.

·   Roads in Aglish/Cappoquin/Ballinameela area - Cllr. N. Flynn requested  

  immediate repair works in these areas.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services to

  follow up with Area Engineer.

· Velocity Patcher – in response to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of

Services stated that  tenders have been received and a decision will be made as soon as necessary investigations are completed.
· Footpaths, Kilmacthomas – Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services informed Cllr.

          G.Barron that it is hoped to commence work in October.
· Signage for Ballinacourty – Cllr. B. Mansfield requested that spelling errors on

          recent signage for Ballinacourty would  be corrected.
· Illegal encampments – Cllr. T. Cronin referred to the number of caravans and
          camper vans illegally parked in Whiting Bay over the summer months and also   

          on the Dungarvan By-pass and requested that they should be moved on.  Mr.  

          M. Quinn, Director of Services informed members that it is an ongoing issue, 
          adding that a review of the Bye-laws is underway, which will make it easier to  

          move on the illegally parked vehicles.

· Junction near Cappagh Post Office – Cllr. P. Nugent stated that there had been

          4 accidents at this junction over the past few months.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director 
          of Services to contact the N.R.A. regarding the possibility of some low cost 
          repairs.
(B) ENVIRONMENT

Amenity Site, Lismore

In response to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. B. White, Director of Services confirmed that costings would be made available during the budget process outlining various options in relation to Civic Amenity Sites in Lismore and Tramore.
(C) HOUSING

Clonea Power

Cllr. M. Greene referred to the unsafe E.S.B. powerlines in the area.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services to contact the E.S.B. regarding same. 

(D) COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE

Rosslare Waterford Railway Line

Cllr. B. Coffey expressed his disappointment at the withdrawal of this service and hopes that all Local Authorities assist in every way possible to ensure the line is not lost.  Cllr. G. Barron agreed and stated that this would have a detrimental effect on the tourism industry.

(F)  SANITARY SERVICES

In response to issues raised by various Council Members, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, clarified various items raised by members and agreed to bring matters needing attention to relevant personnel.  The following issues were noted for particular attention:-

· Sewerage Scheme, Dunmore East - Cllr. P. Fitzgerald referred to the recent EPA samples which are continuing to improve and asked that the sewerage scheme for the area would be progressed as soon as possible.
· Passage East – Cllr. J. Carey thanked Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services for getting the boat removed from the dock and requested that the Harbour Master should ensure that boats are not moored here for lengthy times in the future.  
· Water Conservation Programme - Cllr. J. Conway requested report on Water   

    Conservation Programme.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services to issue.
· Sewerage in Tallow - Cllr. J. Tobin acknowledged the investigation work being 
carried out in Tallow but stated that the odour still exists.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services stated that nothing negative was found from the CCTV survey, but added that the man holes and gullies are being examined at present and agreed to keep Councillors informed.
· Public toilets, Tallow – In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of

    Services stated that funding was the main issue in relation to opening times of  

    public toilets in the county.
· Water source, Lismore - Cllr. D. Doocey asked for an update on well drilling at Lismore.  Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services confirmed that capacity tests have proven successful and the next step will be the installation of a larger pump.  
· Sewerage Treatment Plant, Ardmore - Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services

    informed Cllr. T. Cronin that approval for collection system is awaited at 
    present.
· Ballinroad Water Supply –In response to Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services stated that every effort was being made to resolve the problem with the source of the Ballinroad water supply.
· Ring/Helvick Water Supply - Cllr. B. Mansfield requested update. Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services stated that the preliminary report was approved and that the next step would be the design stage.

· Sewerage at Baile na nGall - in response to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. M. Quinn,
    Director of Services acknowledged that repair works needed to be carried out

    but added that funding was unavailable at the present time. 

On the proposal of Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. B. Coffey it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders for 15 minutes to deal with the remaining items on the Agenda.

(9)    CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence as circulated was noted.
(10)
CONFERENCES


Resolution:


Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,     
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences.”
	NO
	NAME
	DATES
	VENUE
	ESTIMATED COST

	76
	Douglas Hyde Conference 2010 - Inside Creativity: Education, Innovation, Economy & Society
	15 - 16 October
	Abbeyfield Hotel, Ballaghdereen, Co Roscommon
	€100

	79
	National Youth Conference of Ireland - Youth Employment & Unemployment
	05-October
	Croke Park Conference Centre
	€80

	81
	How to be an Effective Mayor/Chairperson
	30 Sept - 2 October
	The Creggan Court Hotel, Athlone, Co Westmeath
	€170

	82
	Planning & Development Amendment Act 2010
	15 - 17 October
	Hannons Hotel, Athlone Road, Roscommon,
	€170

	83
	Alternative Energy Competing with the Rest of Europe
	22 - 24 October
	The Glenroyal Hotel, Straffen Road, Maynooth
	€170

	84
	Report of the Local Government Efficiency Review Group 
	1 - 3 October
	Whites Hotel, Wexford
	€145

	85
	Criminal Law (Defence & the Dwelling) Bill 2010 Insurance Issue for the Home & Business Enforcement of Social Standards of LA Housing
	29 - 31 October
	Maldron Hotel, Oranmore, Galway
	€170

	86
	Regeneration Opportunities for Growth
	23-September
	Theatre Royal, The Mall, Waterford.
	€160 plus VAT

	87
	LAMA Conference
	8th-9th October
	Listowel Arms Hotel, Listowel, Kerry.
	



Resolution:


Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,    
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the below Conference from 26th July to 29th August, 2010.”
	Conferences Attended – 

Period from 12 July to 

13 September 2010 
	Conf No
	Dates
	Location
	Attended By

	Health & Safety Risk Assessment Insurance in Local Government
	57
	26th-28th July 2010
	Maldron Hotel, Galway
	Cllrs Pratt & Brazil

	The Need for Urgent Local Authority & Health Service Reform
	62
	30th July - 1st August
	Maldron Hotel, Galway
	Cllrs Pratt, Brazil & O'Callaghan

	The Parnell Summer School 2010
	64
	8 - 13 Aug
	Avondale House & Forest Park, Rathdrum, Co Wicklow.
	Cllrs Greene & Conway

	The need for urgent Local Authority & Health Service Reform
	67
	30 July  1 Aug
	Maldron Hotel, Oranmore, Galway
	Cllrs Pratt, Brazil & O'Callaghan

	Water Conservation - The Impact of new EPA Guidelines on Planning Applications
	68
	27 - 29 Aug
	Carlton Atlantic Coast Hotel, Westport, Co Mayo.
	Cllr Geoghegan

	Waste Management Regulations
	69
	20 - 22 Aug
	The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Galway City.
	Cllrs Geoghegan & Cronin

	30th Annual MacGill Summer School & Arts Week
	73
	18 - 23 July
	Glenties, Co. Donegal.
	Cllrs Greene, Barron, Cronin, Doocey


(11)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a) Public Toilets, Clonea
In response to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services stated that it is hoped to sign contracts shortly.

(b) Community & Voluntary Awards
Cllr. P. O’Callaghan informed members that Friday 17th September is the closing date for the Community & Voluntary Awards.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE (GNÍOMHACH)

