COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th June 2010.  

PRESIDING: 
Cllr. N Flynn

PRESENT:
Cllr. G. Barron 

Cllr. L. Brazil 




Cllr. J. Carey


Cllr. B. Coffey

Cllr. J. Conway

Cllr. P. Daly



Cllr. D. Doocey

Cllr. P. Fitzgerald


Cllr. T. Higgins

Cllr. D. Geoghegan

Cllr. M. Greene

Cllr. B. Kyne 


Cllr. P. Nugent

Cllr. P. O’Callaghan


Cllr. J. O’Leary

Cllr. M.J. O’Ryan


Cllr. L. O’Sullivan

Cllr. A.M. Power


Cllr. J. Tobin


Cllr. J. Pratt
APOLOGIES:
Cllr. B. Mansfield

Cllr. T. Cronin
ATTENDING:

                            
Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Waterford County Manager

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Corporate, Housing & Emergency 
Services

Mr. B. White, Director of Planning & Environment

 
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Community & Enterprise

  
Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance

  
Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary

Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the following:- Ms. Mary Collins, Ms. Mary Hennebry, Ms. Becky Whelan, Mr. Liam Morrissey, Mr. Mossie Hallahan, Mr. Terry Dalton, Ms. Alice Hogan, Mr. Eric Flynn.  One minute’s silence was observed.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
Cllr. G. Barron complimented Ms. Margaret Organ, Arts Officer, on organizing the hugely successful show ‘Who is Dervla Murphy’.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services also added his compliments and congratulations to Ms. M. Organ, Ms. M. Houlihan, the Immrama Committee and Lismore Heritage Centre.
Cllr. M. Greene complimented Mr. K. Walsh and all staff involved on recent works in Seskin Hill.

Mayor N. Flynn referred to a walking tour which she recently took in Ardmore and complimented Ardmore Tidy Towns for the excellent work carried out in the area.

Mayor N. Flynn and Cllrs. Tobin and O’Ryan congratulated Ballymacarby and Knockanore National Schools on receiving a Green Flag and Aglish National School on receiving its 5th Green Flag.


(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10TH MAY 2010

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th May 2010 were proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Geoghegan and agreed.

(2)
COUNTY MANAGERS ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders issued during the month of May, 2010, were noted.  

(3)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of May, 2010, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

 (4)
CONSIDER PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OF LAND CONTAINED IN FOLIO WD 8103F AT GRAIGUESHONEEN, KILMACTHOMAS, CO. WATERFORD IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001
On the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, it was agreed to transfer ownership of land contained in folio WD 8103F at Graigueshoneen, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford to Naionra Choill Mhic Thomaisin Teoranta for a  sum of €127.00, subject to formal exchange of contracts and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,
Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to transfer ownership of land contained in folio WD 8103F at Graigueshoneen, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford to Naionra Choill Mhic Thomaisin Teoranta for a  sum of €127.00, subject to formal exchange of contracts and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(5)
CONSIDER PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER THE LEASEHOLD INTEREST IN 25 NO. UNSOLD AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS LOCATED IN TRAMORE, COUNTY WATERFORD TO HELM HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

It was agreed to transfer the leasehold interest in 25 no. unsold affordable housing units located in Tramore, Co Waterford to Helm Housing Association in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, on the proposal of Cllr. A.M. Power, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Power,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to transfer the leasehold interest in 25 no. unsold affordable housing units located in An Garraun, Tramore, Co. Waterford to Helm Housing Association in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001.”
(6)
CONSIDER ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2009 AND AUDITOR’S REPORT 2009
The Annual Financial Statement and Auditor’s Report for 2009 were noted.
(7)
CONSIDER REPORT OF AUDIT COMMITTEE 
The Report of the Audit Committee circulated to members was noted. 

(8)
PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO SECTION 85 AGREEMENT WITH KERRY COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MUNSTER BRIDGE REHABILITATION PROJECT 
Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer, stated that there were 23 bridges across Munster which had been identified by the National Roads Authority as being in need of repair.  Two of these bridges are in County Waterford, i.e. Killongford Bridge and Dooneen Bridge.  
In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. McCarthy stated that the 2 bridges chosen are on national routes and repairs will be funded by the National Roads Authority.  Mr. McCarthy agreed to revert to Cllr. P. Daly with a costing for the repair works.  
Mr. P. McCarthy concluded by saying that in order for works to proceed at Killongford and Dooneen Bridges, it is proposed that Waterford County Council enter into a Section 85 Agreement with Kerry County Council for Munster Bridge Rehabilitation Project.  This was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly. 
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, 
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, enter into an agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001  with Kerry County Council for the Munster Bridge Rehabilitation Project.”
(9)
CONSIDER TAKING IN CHARGE OF HOUSING ESTATES

In welcoming the proposal, Cllr. P. Daly requested a report for the next meeting setting out the timeframe for taking over completed estates and suggested that properly completed estates should be taken over as a priority.  
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, it was agreed to take in charge the housing estates at (a) The Spa, Clonmel, (b) Leacan Fionn Thoir, Dungarvan, (c) Ard Haven, Springhill, Old Waterford Road, Crobally Upper, Tramore and (d) Seaville, Tramore.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to take in charge the following housing estates: (a) The Spa, Clonmel, (b) Leacan Fionn Thoir, Dungarvan, (c) Ard Haven, Springhill, Old Waterford Road, Crobally Upper, Tramore and (d) Seaville, Tramore and that the estates be declared to be public roads in accordance with Section 11 Subsection (1) (b) (iii) of the Roads Act 1993.”
(10)
CONSIDER HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS SCHEME FOR 2010/2011
The members welcomed this Scheme and Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, confirmed that additional resources had been allocated to allow speedy processing of applications. 
In reply to Cllr. B. Kyne, Mr. Curran clarified that existing grant holders in receipt of the Back to Education Allowance will be eligible to apply for continuation of the grant, but new applicants in receipt of this Allowance will not qualify under the Scheme.  On the proposal of Cllr. B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to forward a letter to the Minister requesting that this be reconsidered.  
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to adopt the Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2010/2011 as presented.
Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2010/2011 as presented.”
(11)
CONSIDER DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2009
On the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2009, as presented.

Resolution:

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Draft Annual Report 2009, as presented.
(12)
Progress Reports 

(A) Roads 

In response to maintenance issues raised by various Council Members, Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer agreed to bring these directly to the attention of the appropriate staff.  The following issues were noted for particular attention:-

· Need for signage for Tramore at Kilmeaden Cross and for improved signage on secondary roads generally 
· Reasons for covering up of Weight Restriction signs on road at Dunmore East.

· Proposal to permanently close Castle Road, Dunhill, to vehicular traffic for safety reasons.

· Area Meetings Protocol – deputations going to Area Meetings must have prior approval of Corporate Policy Group.

(B) SANITARY SERVICES

Sewerage in Tallow 
Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer, agreed at the request of Cllr. J. Tobin to circulate the report on the results of tests carried out in Tallow to Area Councillors. Mr.  McCarthy confirmed to Cllr. Tobin that Woodview Park had not been included in the original scheme.  
An Crompán, The Burgery

Cllr. B. Kyne referred to the unfinished work at this estate. He said that the E.S.B. supply had been cut off periodically for non-payment of bills and asked whether the Council could get involved in an effort to resolve the matter.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that notice would be served on the developers but that the Council would not be responsible for maintenance of services until the estate was taken in charge.
Coolagh Road, The Burgery

In response to Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer, stated that he was aware of complaints re odours in the area and that every effort was being made to solve the problem.

Tramore Bay

Cllr. A.M. Power welcomed that high standards of water quality were now met in Tramore Bay and encouraged the Council to achieve Blue Flag status for the beach.  

Housing Estate in Dunmore 
Cllr. J. Carey referred to ongoing sewerage problems at Airfield Point, Dunmore East.  Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer, stated that contact had been made with the developer and the EPA was involved in efforts to remedy the situation.
Sewerage Scheme, Stradbally

Mr. P. McCarthy, Senior Engineer, agreed to inform Councillors when the start date is finalised for this scheme.
Water Charges

Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance, agreed to liaise with Cllr. B. Coffey regarding a reminder which Portlaw GAA Club received from Waterford County Council for outstanding water charges.  
(C) COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE

Moorings at Helvick

Cllr. D. Geoghegan asked why 8 moorings were removed from Helvick last October. 

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to investigate and revert.

Proposal for Youth Café, Tallow

Cllr. J. Pratt welcomed the endorsement of the application for the proposed youth

café at Tallow and hoped the application would be successful. Cllr. B. Coffey asked that feedback be issued to unsuccessful applicants for future reference.

(D) HOUSING

Property Tax

In response to Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. T. Gilligan, Head of Finance, stated that property owners would not be sent a reminder for the €200 due on second homes.  Mr. Gilligan added that this tax was a self declaration tax and it was up to each individual to pay on time.  Cllr. Geoghegan proposed that this should be advertised in the local media, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.   Following discussion, it was agreed to advertise in two newspapers.

Housing applicant

Cllr. P. Fitzgerald made representations on behalf of an applicant who had vacated a house in the City area due to the antisocial behavior and requested that she be included in Waterford County Council’s list.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services agreed to discuss this with Cllr. Fitzgerald.
Vacant House in Clonea Power

In response to Cllr. M. Greene, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, agreed to investigate and revert.

Whelan Bridge House

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed Cllr. J. O’Leary that it was hoped to re-build this house. 
Tenant Liaison Officer

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, informed the meeting that Mr. Kevin Moynihan had been appointed as the new Tenant Liaison Officer.

(E) ENVIRONMENT
Cllr. M.J. Ryan asked if the bins that were removed from The Nire and Clonea Power could be put back.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services agreed to investigate and revert.
(13)  CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence as circulated was noted.

(14)
CONFERENCES


Resolution:


Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,  
Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council approve the attendance of members at the following upcoming conferences.”
	No.
	Conference Title
	Conference Date
	Venue
	Registration Fee
	Approx. Cost

	53
	Wind & Solar Energy
	25th-27th June
	County Arms Hotel & Leisure Club
	€170
	€601.82

	54
	Sean MacDiarmada Summer School
	18th-20th June
	Kittyclogher, Co. Leitrim
	€35
	€747.67

	57
	Health & Safety Risk Assessment Insurance in Local Government
	26th-28th July
	Maldron Hotel, Galway
	€170
	€654.40

	59
	Ards Tourism Conference 2010 – A Taste for Tourism
	18th-20th June
	Portaferry, Co. Down
	£125sterling
	€897.09

	60
	Dr. Douglas Hyde Summer School
	3rd-10th July
	Ballyaghadereen, Co. Roscommon
	€85
	€1,179

	61
	A Practical Guide to Public Speaking, Media & Presentation Skills for Councillors
	9th-11th July
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	€150
	€918.46

	62
	The Need for Urgent Local Authority & Health Service Forum
	30th July-1st August
	Maldron Hotel, Co. Galway
	€170
	€667.14


Mayor N. Flynn informed members of the South East Tourism Conference to be held in Carlow on 24th/25th June, 2010.


Resolution:


Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,  
Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council is hereby given to the below Conference from 10th May to 13th June, 2010.”
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 (15)
NOTICE OF MOTION
(1)
“That Waterford County Council writes to the H.S.E. reflecting the ongoing discontent with the Caredoc Service in West Waterford.”
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Pratt, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron and agreed to forward a letter to the Health Service Executive.

(2)
“That Waterford County Council endorses the aims and objectives of the RISE: Rural Ireland Says Enough Campaign.  The Council notes the increasing level of popular support being expressed for the Campaign and shares the concerns it is highlighting over several pieces of legislation currently being proposed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, John Gormley T.D.  The Council calls on the Minister to listen to the concerns being expressed, involve stakeholders in full consultation and to respond appropriately”.
It was proposed by Cllr. J. O’Leary, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly and agreed to issue a letter in support of this to the Minister.  It was also agreed to forward this to other local authorities.
(3)
“That Waterford County Council provides toilet facilities in our towns and villages during the summer holiday period beginning with the first bank holiday weekend in May.”

(4)
“That Waterford County Council requests that all public toilets under the
 control of County Council be opened and maintained during the summer months.”

Motions (3) and (4) were proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin and agreed in principle, subject to budget limitations. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, said that the Council would work with local communities to find solutions within existing budgets.

(16)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Mayor N. Flynn reminded Councillors of the official opening of the East Waterford Water Supply Scheme on Friday 18th June and requested members to attend.

Annual Meeting of Waterford County Council is scheduled for Monday 28th June at 4:30p.m.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
   ____________________________________

   MÉARA

   ____________________________________

   RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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