Environment Department–

Monthly Report for January Council Meeting

Remediation of Former Landfill Sites: 

	Dungarvan Landfill

	Licence Review
Waterford County Council are still awaiting a decision from the EPA. This had been expected in July.



	ICW’s
Constructed wetland planting has been completed and plants have established well. The ponds are now ready to accept effluent subject to completion of necessary infrastructure.    



	Gas & Leachate
The award of contract is for the computerised SCADA system to operate and monitor leachate treatment is on hold pending departmental approval for expenditure in 2010



	Landscaping
Seeding is now rescheduled for the spring



	Finance

All claims to the department to date have been submitted. The department have indicated that additional moneys expended on the wetlands system will not be forthcoming pending submission of satisfactory results to, and approval by, the EPA. This is dependant on the SCADA system being operational.


	Tramore Landfill

	Remediation
All remediation are now complete. 

	Flare   

Flaring of landfill gases is ongoing.

	Leachate Treatment

No decision has yet been taken regarding final disposal of leachate. Leachate is currently being tankered to the Dungarvan wastewater treatment plant pending a decision on final means of disposal.

	Finance

All claims to the department to date have been submitted


Waste Collection Service 

Reminders in respect of the 2010 All Star & Choice service have issued and customer response to date is very positive.
A Radio advertising campaign was carried out pre Christmas and will recommence in the current week.
A door to door leaflet drop to advise householders of the All Star & Choice service has been undertaken.
Enforcement: 

· Routine inspections under the RMCEI Plan for 2009 were completed. In addition, non routine inspections, on foot of complaints received, were dealt with as a priority and all complaints submitted in 2009 have been or are currently under investigation. 

· All Litter Monitoring & Quantification Surveys have been completed for 2009 and have been updated on the Litter Database. Database was issued to the DOEHLG in December 2009.

· 16 Section 55 Notices issued in 2009 under Waste Management Act 1996

· 5 legal Proceedings initiated  in 2009 under Waste Management Act 1996

· 155 litter fines have been issued for period Jan – Mid December 2009.

· 79 litter fines have been paid for period Jan –Mid December 2009. A system has also been set up to accommodate the payment of fines in instalments.  11 fines are currently being paid on this basis. 

· 1 no. legal proceedings have been initiated under Section 3(1) of the Litter Pollution Act. Due for hearing shortly. 

· Signage - Approx 25 applications for the erection of temporary roadside signage have been approved year to date.

Waste Packaging Regulations

Inspections are currently being carried out(as part of RMCEI Plan)  under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 which came into effect on 31st March 2008 and which impose obligations on all producers, including manufacturers, importers, distributors, wholesaler and retailers of packaging waste.  Waterford Co Co are participating in a National Pilot Project in this regard. All premises have been written to and inspections are completed. Interim report was prepared and submitted to DOEHLG in December 2009. Final report to be issued in March 2010. 
Volatile Organic Compounds

Site visits (as part of RMCEI Plan) to each facility using Volatile Organic Compounds (Car Refinishers/ Crash Reparis) were undertaken through out Waterford County Council’s functional area and completed in December 2009 as part of the RMCEI Plan. All premises were written to prior to the site inspections. 

Historic Landfills

Approval granted from DoEHLG in October 2009 to undertake Tier Two Site Investigation on Historic Landfill in Portlaw as part of National Pilot Project. 

Exploratory Investigation was completed in November ( In-House by Environment Staff) and presentation made to DOEHLG , EPA & Pilot Group in Tullamore regarding progress to date. 

Contractors appointed in December 2009 to prepare a Full Site Investigation in January 2010.

Derelict Sites
Levy reminder demands including arrears have issued during December.
Application of the levy was reviewed in a number of cases where works were satisfactorily completed.

Environment Education & Awareness

Green Schools:

The Green Schools program is in the midst of its busy period now with flag renewal assessments and first time applicants being assessed. It is anticipated that Co. Waterford will have approx 40 Green Flags by the end of the current academic year.
Chewing Gum Litter Initiative

Discussions are ongoing with a UK based company called Meteora Ltd. Regarding trialling some of their anti-gum litter products e.g. Gum Targets on a Free Gratis basis. A submission is being prepared for them detailing the benefits to both their company and the County of Waterford of proceeding with this initiative.
Local Agenda 21 Funding

Fenor National Schools’ Outdoor Classroom Project was successful and received their funds in the sum of €2,500 in late December. The school authorities were delighted and will be beginning construction early in 2010.

Anti-Litter/Anti Graffiti Grant 2009

This funding has been awarded late in 2009 and will for the most part be carried over to 2010 with identified educational projects currently being contacted and arrangements being put in place. Many of the projects which ran during 2009 will continue into 2010. In addition, stocks of bags and gloves have been replenished late in December to allow for local area clean ups to continue throughout 2010.
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