Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
May 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

 Economic 

· Tenders being invited for Dungarvan Enterprise Centre-Summer 2010.  

· Economic Plan being implemented by the County Council and the Economic Sub-Committee 

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Register of Property being completed. 

· Dungarvan Smarter Travel bid submitted 30th April.  

· Kilmeaden Fields Task Group convening.

· Work with Tramore Chamber to raise the profile of Tramore.

· Continued work with Dungarvan & West Waterford Chamber to raise profile of Dungarvan.

· Rural Development Pilot with Dunhill Conference-successful.

· Mercyhurst Semester to Dungarvan March – May 2010.

· Mercyhurst Conference July 2010.

· Wetlands Conference, Tramore- May 2010.

· Strategic Plan & Masterplan for Waterford Knowledge Campus advancing. 

· Scheduling meetings with embassies and commercial attaches to improve international links.
· Waterford Airport Strategic Group Convened.
Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· Date for Sean Kelly Tour 2010 event is Sunday 29th August. Online entry is now open at www.theseankellytour.com 

· Two new routes for 2010 to include (a.) 90k Kelly Coast: Dungarvan-Bunmahon-Kill-Dunhill-Tramore-Fenor-Annestown-Stradbally-Dungarvan. (b.) 10k Kelly Ten: Saturday 28th August-Route TBC.
· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Design of information boards almost complete. Info boards to be erected summer 2010.
· Continuing to liaise with Coillte and local interest groups re possibility of a Mountain Bike trail in the county.
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Comeragh Forum to be established.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· John Treacy Classic will take place in Villierstown on Sunday next 16th May. 1k, 5k and 10 mile route to choose from. Entries have been received from all over the country. In aid of Concern Haiti Earthquake Appeal.
Food Tourism

· The third highly successful Festival of Food took place 16th to 18th April attracting many visitors to Dungarvan and the county.
· Full programme of events-very well attended. 
· Sunday Farmers Market, Picnic in the Park, Lismore Farmer’s Market were just some of the main attractions.

· Review currently taking place.

B.
Social and Community Development

National Bike Week

· Allocation of funding has been granted from the Dept. of Transport to fund activities as part of National Bike Week which takes place 13th to 20th June 2010. Initiatives planned include Cycle Safety Festival, Cycle Relays, Children’s cycle initiatives, Cycle maintenance workshop and ‘Bike to work day’-venues around the county TBC.
Pride of Place

· Two entries have been nominated to represent Co. Waterford in Pride of Place 2010-KGK Community Hall Committee and Kinsalebeg Community Group. Date of judging TBC (date mid June to late July 2010).
Comhairle na nOg

· Comhairle made up of 20 young people meeting monthly to discuss issues affecting young people in Co. Waterford.

· 2 issues have been selected for 2010-Submission to be made to Smarter Travel Working Group and Youth Services Directory.
· Expressions of Interest invited (closing date 7th May) following announcement by Pobal of funding for Youth Cafes for endorsement by County Development Boards nationwide. Final closing date for applications endorsed will be 11th June.
Rural Transport Programme 2010
· AGM held on 26th. April. Cllr. M Greene remains as Chairperson, Cllr J Tobin Vice Chair.

· Tender documents forwarded to JP Gordon &Co., Solicitors following F.O.I. request
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries
· Library Service organized a number of events in conjunction with the Festival of Food.
· FAS e learning courses progressing

· Working with organizers of Immrama on events over the festival weekend in June.
· Library had stand at Training & Education exhibition at Lawlors Hotel on Friday 30th April.
County Archive Service
· The County Archive has added a Facebook page to highlight services and collections available on the Archives pages of the website. . Slides of presentations from public talks have also been added to Slide Share. 

· Cappoquin Community Development Ltd. have requested a Family History Talks course and Dunhill Education Centre would also like to have an evening course. The times will be arranged over the next few weeks. A talk will be held for Kilmeaden Women’s Group on the 17th May.
· Boxes from Planning, Motor Tax, Finance, Environment and HR have been transferred to the storage area upstairs in the Courthouse with the assistance of Dungarvan Town Council outdoor staff. The Transfer Sheets from these 300 boxes will now be entered onto the Arclink system for retrievals. 

· Expressions of Interest have been sought for a new Records Centre - Warehouse Storage for non-current records. The Advertisement was placed on the Dungarvan Leader and Dungarvan Observer and on the Council website. The closing date for submissions is Friday 21st May. 

Oifigeach Gaeilge

· Tionól an Fhómhair 2010 will be held in Ballyduff Upper on the 8-10 October (expressions of interest were received from four community groups). Have begun working with the local community group on programme of events.

· Festival of Food & Immrama – organised bilingual cookery demonstration for Festival of Food (Naoise Ó Cathasaigh & Druid Chef) and have also organised two bilingual events for Immrama (poetry workshop with Áine Uí Fhoghlú and performance by poet Louis de Paor and piper Ronan Browne).

·  Mercyhurst Students – organised Gaeltacht field trip for them, including a visit to TV production company Nemeton. Very well received.

· Second ‘Scheme’ under the Official Languages Act – WCC under pressure from the Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs to agree text and publish second scheme. Re-visiting latest draft at the moment to see if we can move on this and come to an agreement.

· Comhlacht Forbartha na nDéise – worked with the local community group to select and employ a Bainisteoir Forbartha (Development Manager) for the Gaeltacht area (funding received from Údarás na Gaeltachta for this position). Cabríní de Barra will take up this post on  the 10 May.

County Arts Office
· Preparations for a new Arts Plan are underway and submissions are being invited from members of the public, arts practitioners and other interested groups. 

· Waterford County Council’s Arts Grants Scheme 2010 is currently being advertised. 

· Arts in Education:  The Arts office in conjunction with the Waterford Festival of Architecture (formerly the John Roberts Festival) will be providing a schools based residency for an architect to work in two primary schools in Tramore.  

· Regional Arts Bursary 2010 announced to support an artist in any discipline from Co. Waterford for a residency at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre, the artists workplace in Annaghmakerrig. 

· The day to day operation of the Coastguard Station Arts and Culture Space in Tramore has been handed over the Community Forum under the direction of a Management Committee. A full exhibition programme is in place for 2010 and a number of community related events for Bealtaine, Heritage Week and the 100 year anniversary of the ICA have been confirmed. 

Heritage

· Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage guiding, Signage & Map boards, facilitation of Comeragh Forum meetings, Comeragh Mountains Website-Progressing.

· Signage on Industrial Heritage of Portlaw and Exhibition Panel on Freshwater Pearl Mussel for Portlaw Heritage Centre.Work in progress on draft text for all three signs to be agreed with committee. 

· Training on Graveyard Recording: Invitation has been issued to 6 schools running the Transition Year Programme to participate in graveyard recording training. 

· Seminar on Demesne Landscapes: provisionally planned for Lismore on Thursday 21st October 2010.

· Events for Biodiversity and Heritage Week: 2010 is designated International Year of Biodiversity. A programme of events has been planned for Bealtaine Festival of Outdoor Science in May including Illustrated Talk by Wildlife Photographer Mike Brown in Dungarvan Library on Thursday May 20th, Bat Walk in Tallow on May 21st and Birdwatching and Art event for schoolchildren at the Cunnigar on Saturday May 22nd.

· Launch of the Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards by Minister Gormley   will take place on  June 18th.

· A Local History Network has been set up in conjunction with Waterford County Museum linking all of the  local history groups operating in County Waterford. 

Biodiversity 

· Examining possibility of applying for funding for project on Climate Change and sustainable development involving monitoring of mammal populations for baseline data in habitat mapping and assessing impacts of climate change on habitats and species. Application is required to be submitted in June.

· Biodiversity Enhancement Project: Assessment of biodiversity options for Dungarvan Landfill has been carried out. Entrance to landfill will be used for experimental seeding involving hayseed strewing to promote growth of semi-natural meadow grasses. A meeting will take place with Cappoquin Heritage Group on May 11th to discuss options for biodiversity enhancement at the Inch, Cappoquin.
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