Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
June 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

Economic 

· Tenders being invited for Dungarvan Enterprise Centre-Summer 2010.  

· Economic Plan being implemented by the County Council and the Economic Sub-Committee 

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Register of Property being completed. 

· Dungarvan Smarter Travel bid submitted 30th April.  

· Kilmeaden Fields Task Group convening.

· Work with Tramore Chamber to raise the profile of Tramore.

· Continued work with Dungarvan & West Waterford Chamber to raise profile of Dungarvan.

· Mercyhurst Semester to Dungarvan March – May 2011 confirmed.

· Mercyhurst Conference July 2010.

· Strategic Plan & Masterplan for Waterford Knowledge Campus advancing. 

· Scheduling meetings with embassies and commercial attaches to improve international links.
· Waterford Airport Strategic Group Convened.
Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· Date for Sean Kelly Tour 2010 event is Sunday 29th August. Online entry is now open at www.theseankellytour.com 

· Two new routes for 2010 to include (a.) 90k Kelly Coast: Dungarvan-Bunmahon-Kill-Dunhill-Tramore-Fenor-Annestown-Stradbally-Dungarvan. (b.) 10k Kelly Ten: Saturday 28th August-Route TBC.
· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Design of information boards almost complete. Info boards to be erected summer 2010.
· Continuing to liaise with Coillte and local interest groups re possibility of a Mountain Bike trail in the county.
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Comeragh Forum to be established.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· John Treacy Classic took place in Villierstown on Sunday 16th May. 700 participated across three distances 1k, 5k and 10 mile route to choose from. Entries were received from all over the country. 
· Currently in the process of developing a programme with the Irish Film Board to promote Waterford as a film location
· Final preparations for Immrama Festival of Travel Writing taking place June 10th – 13th 2010 underway. The event has received a significant amount of national  and international media attention this year.
Food Tourism

· The third highly successful Festival of Food took place 16th to 18th April attracting many visitors to Dungarvan and the county.
· Review currently taking place.

B.
Social and Community Development

National Bike Week

· Allocation of funding has been granted from the Dept. of Transport to fund activities as part of National Bike Week which takes place 13th to 20th June 2010. Initiatives planned include Sean Kelly Tour Training Spins (Kilmacthomas, Portlaw, Dungarvan), Cycle Safety Festival (Tramore Race Course), Cycle Relays, Children’s Cycle Initiatives, Cycle maintenance workshop (St. Augustine’s, Dungarvan), Fenor Family Fun Cycle and ‘Bike to work day’-Friday 18th June.
Pride of Place

· Two entries have been nominated to represent Co. Waterford in Pride of Place 2010-KGK Community Hall Committee and Kinsalebeg Community Group. Date of judging -16th July.
Comhairle na nOg

· Comhairle made up of 20 young people meeting monthly to discuss issues affecting young people in Co. Waterford.

· 2 issues have been selected for 2010-Submission to be made to Smarter Travel Working Group and Youth Services Directory.

· County Development Board has endorsed a number of projects who will progress applications to Pobal under its Youth Café Dormant Account funding. These include: Strand 1-Kilmacthomas and Tramore; Strand 2-WRAP Project, Tallow (serving Tallow, Lismore and Ballyduff).

Rural Transport Programme 2010
· AGM held on 26th. April. Cllr. M Greene remains as Chairperson, Cllr J Tobin Vice Chair.

· Tender documents forwarded to JP Gordon &Co., Solicitors following F.O.I. request
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Waterford County Library Service
· A fascinating collection of black and white photographs taken in 1975, depicting all river and coastal landing points in County Waterford has been added to the  photographic archive on the Library Website

· Also new to the Library Website is a comprehensive guide to  Free  Downloadable  Audio Books  and e-books.

· Visitors to the Library Website can now follow a direct link to the online version of the  1911 Census. This will complement the existing family research resources available on the site. 

· Friday 4th of June was the busiest day in the almost 80 year history of the Library Service with record numbers of books, audiobooks, films, music and documentaries being borrowed by members of all ages. 
County Archive Service
· A talk was held for Kilmeaden Women’s Group on the 17th May.

· Met with Tramore ICA to arrange Heritage Week event for Waterford Federation ICA for 100 year anniversary at Tramore Coastguard Station 21st and 22nd August. 

· Arranged with Portlaw Heritage Group to do a talk for Heritage Week on Tuesday 24th August. 
· Records for disposal have been received from GP, FIN and ENV. Further requests for records due for disposal (with certificates) will be sought and collection will be arranged. 

· Expressions of Interest have been received for a new Records Centre - Warehouse Storage for non-current records. Arrangements have been made to view the premises on 29th June and 1st July 2010.  

Oifigeach Gaeilge
· Revised dates for Tionól an Fhómhair 2010 – 15-17 October in Ballyduff Upper.

· Second ‘Scheme’ under the Official Languages Act – revised draft has been forwarded to the Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs and we are awaiting their response.

· Comhlacht Forbartha na nDéise – Cabríní de Barra has taken up the position of Bainisteoir Forbartha (Development Manager) for the Gaeltacht. Working with her on a number of projects, including an application for funding for youth projects under Interreg. 
County Arts Office
· Artlinks Bursaries 2010 awarded. €30,000 distributed between the five partner counties including €6,000 to Co. Waterford.

· Co. Waterford Bealtaine events and activities , celebrating creativity in older people completed. 

· Bursaries announced for artists to apply for O’ Regan Arts Bursary, Drama League of Ireland Summer School, Blas Traditional Arts Summer School & Irish Youth Choir Summer School.  

· Artists in Schools residency project currently underway in Kill National School.

· Supporting Dungarvan Youthreach and Riverstown Music Club, Tramore with summer music projects for young people.

· Final preparations are underway for the premiere of the new documentary on travel writer Dervla Murphy jointly commissioned by Waterford County Council and Mixed Bag Media., launch is inaugural event of IMMRAMA festival in  Lismore.

· Keane Creative Writing Award winner will also be announced at this Festival.

· Work continues on drafting new County Arts Plan.   

· Summer exhibitions currently being installed in Old Market House Arts Centre, Dungarvan

· Final work being done on ‘Recession Expression’ community visual arts project with Openspace Arts, Tramore, due to go on show in Coastguard Station during July & August. 

· Work continues with Co. Waterford Travellers Group on Quilting Project for women. 

Heritage
· Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage guiding, Signage & Map boards, facilitation of Comeragh Forum meetings, Comeragh Mountains Website-Progressing.

· Signage on Industrial and Natural Heritage of Portlaw. Work in progress on draft text for all three signs to be agreed with committee. 

· Training on Graveyard Recording: Workshop taking place on Thursday 17th June in Dungarvan Park Hotel. Transition Year programmes in Mean Scoil Ard Nicolas, An Rinn and St. Declan’s Community College, Kilmacthomas have agreed to participate in training in September.

· Seminar on Demesne Landscapes: provisionally planned for Lismore on Thursday 21st October 2010.

· Heritage Week:  A varied programme of events has been organised by the Cultural Heritage Team and events registered on the www.heritageweek.ie website. A county events brochure will be published at the end of July.

· Launch of the Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards by Minister of State Michael Finneran will take place on June 18th.

· The Local History Network set up in conjunction with Waterford County Museum linking all of the local history groups operating in County Waterford continues to grow and is proving a very successful venture.

Biodiversity 

· Waterford County Council have been invited by WIT Mammal Ecology Group to partner in a Biodiversity and Climate Change project under INTERREG 3A. The project will focus on monitoring of mammal populations for baseline data in habitat mapping and assessing impacts of climate change on habitats and species along with encouraging wider participation by community groups and the general public in wildlife surveying.  Application is being submitted in June.

· Biodiversity Enhancement Project:  Wildflower Seeds were sown in the Dungarvan Landfill in May.

· A meeting took place with Cappoquin Heritage Group on May 11th to discuss options for biodiversity enhancement at the Inch, Cappoquin. The area under discussion is within the River Blackwater SAC and requires consent fro NPWS.

· A good attendance was recorded at all Bealtaine Events organised by the  County Council. The Bealtaine festival was included in the top 10 of events  voted by The Guardian Newspaper for International Year of Biodiversity. 
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