Environment Department–

Monthly Report for April Council Meeting

Remediation of Former Landfill Sites: 

	Dungarvan Landfill

	Licence Review
Waterford County Council are awaiting a decision from the EPA. 

	ICW’s
Constructed wetland planting has been completed and plants have established well. The ponds are now ready to accept effluent subject to completion of necessary infrastructure.  It is proposed to install an interim leachate pumping system to commence treatment of the leachate.  


	Gas & Leachate
A Managers Order is in place for the computerised SCADA system to operate and monitor leachate treatment. The award of contract had however been on hold pending departmental approval for expenditure in 2010. 


	Landscaping
Seeding and final landscaping work is to commence in May


	

	Tramore Landfill

	Remediation
Remediation is now complete. 


	Flare   
Flaring of landfill gases is ongoing.


	Leachate Treatment
Agreement has been reached with the operator of Tramore Waste Water Treatment Plant regarding acceptance & treatment of leachate from Tramore Landfill.


	


Waste Collection Service 

Reminders will shortly issue to customers due to renew their All Star & Choice waste collection service from the 1st May 2009. 

A Radio advertising campaign will be conducted to inform householders of the opportunity to join the service.

Enforcement: 

· Routine Inspections under RMCEI Plan continued in March 2010.  In addition all environmental complaints received to date have been or are currently under investigation. 
· 3 No. Section 55 Notices issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act. 

· Enforcement Inspectors aided local volunteer groups with ‘clean ups’ in their area.  
Waste Permits

1 waste permit granted in March 2010. 

Historic Landfills

Approval granted from DoEHLG in October 2009 to undertake Tier Two Site Investigation on Historic Landfill in Portlaw as part of National Pilot Project. 

Exploratory Investigation was completed in-house by Environment Staff and submitted to the DoEHLG in March 2010.

Second part of the On Site Investigation undertaken by consultants in January & February 2010. Ongoing Monitoring currently taking place.  Full Investigation Report envisaged for submission to DOEHLG by May 2010.,  
Environment Education & Awareness

Green Schools:

All applications for new Green Flags and renewals have been received and all bar two have now been assessed in advance of second round of flag awards in Cork in May. By the end of April, it is expected Co. Waterford will have 39 Green Flags mixed between Waste, Energy, Water and Transport themes.
National Tree Week 2010

Official launches took place in both Cappoquin (Bun Scoil Gleann Sidheain) and Ballyduff Lower National School during March. All trees have been taken up with most groups now reporting that all trees have been planted. The picture below show the County Mayor planting the tree received from Coillte in Cappoquin.
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National Spring Clean

National Spring Clean 2010 has begun in earnest with the county’s two largest clean ups having taken place on Easter Monday in Colligan and the Comeraghs. Many other groups have received additional materials from WCC and we look forward to many more reports of clean ups over the coming weeks. In excess of 30 groups have signed up with An Taisce for this years Spring Clean so it looks like it may be the most successful event yet.
Anti-Litter/Anti Graffiti Grant 2009

Of the two educational program service providers identified, one has completed his assigned schools with a further 10 schools to receive the second program during the month of April.
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