Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
April 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

 Economic 

· Construction of Dungarvan Enterprise Centre to be completed in 2010.  

· Economic Plan being implemented by the County Council and the Economic Sub-Committee 

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Register of Property being completed. 

· Leading Behavioural Change component of bid under Dungarvan Smarter Travel.  

· Kilmeaden Fields Task Group convening.

· Work with Tramore Chamber to raise the profile of Tramore.

· Continued work with Dungarvan & West Waterford Chamber to raise profile of Dungarvan.

· Rural Development Pilot with Dunhill Conference scheduled for April 2010.

· Mercyhurst Semester to Dungarvan March – May 2010.

· Mercyhurst Conference July 2010.

· Wetlands Conference, Tramore, 2010.

· Strategic Plan & Masterplan for Waterford Knowledge Campus advancing. 

· Scheduling meetings with embassies and commercial attaches to improve international links.

Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· Date for Sean Kelly Tour 2010 event is Sunday 29th August. Online entry is now open at www.theseankellytour.com 

· Two new routes for 2010 to include (a.) 90k Kelly Coast: Dungarvan-Bunmahon-Kill-Dunhill-Tramore-Fenor-Annestown-Stradbally-Dungarvan. (b.) 10k Kelly Ten: Saturday 28th August-Route TBC.
· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Design of information boards almost complete. Info boards to be erected summer 2010.
· Continuing to liaise with Coillte and local interest groups re possibility of a Mountain Bike trail in the county.
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Comeragh Forum to be established.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· Entry for John Treacy Classic, Villierstown is now open at www.thejohntreacyclassic.com Date for 2010 event is Sunday 16th May. Planning well underway.
Food Tourism

· Preparation almost complete for the 2010 Festival of Food which will take place 16th to 18th April.
· Full programme of events has been announced. Good interest in all ticketed events.

· Sunday Farmers Market will be the main attraction once again.

B.
Social and Community Development

National Bike Week
· Application for grant assistance from Dept. of Transport was submitted on 9th April to fund activities as part of National Bike Week which takes place 13th to 20th June 2010. Initiatives planned include Cycle Safety Festival, Cycle Relays, Children’s cycle initiatives, Cycle maintenance workshop and ‘Bike to work day’-venues around the county TBC.
Pride of Place

· One entry to represent Co. Waterford in 2010. Nomination to be made before 23rd April. Judging will take place in June/July and awards will take place in Trim, Co. Meath in November.

Comhairle na nOg

· Comhairle made up of 20 young people meeting monthly to discuss issues affecting young people in Co. Waterford.

· 2 issues have been selected for 2010-Submission to be made to Smarter Travel Working Group and to Promote the Work of Comhairle na nÓg.

Rural Transport Programme 2010
In the 12 months to the end of November 2009:

· Piloting Real-time GPS and ticketing I.T. on two services with a view to having real time information on the operation of the service against scheduled times and the number of seats available.
· Making submission on public transport element of Dungarvan Smarter Travel application.
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries
· The Library Service has launched a Bibliotherapy Programme in conjunction with the Irish College of General Practitioners and the Library Council of Ireland. Bibliotherapy involves the therapeutic use of reading particularly in the mental health area with patients being “prescribed” books from a list of 30 recommended by HSE psychologists covering a range of topics. 

· The Library Service in conjunction with an Oifigeach Forbartha Gaeilge of Waterford County Council hosted a number of events for Seachtain na Gaeilge including school visits, Bingo as Gaeilge and a Traditional Irish Music event in Tramore Library .

· Waterford County Council Library Service in conjunction with County Waterford VEC and  four primary schools are partners in a bilateral programme for the promotion of childhood literacy with Peterborough Council Library Service in the UK.  As part of the project Dungarvan Library hosted a number of workshops with teachers, pupils and librarians from Peterborough Council and corresponding workshops will take place in Peterborough in April. Funding has been provided through this EU project for two librarians from the Library Service to take part in the Peterborough Workshops. The promotion of early childhood literacy is a key objective of the library service for 2010. 
County Archive Service
· The County Archive has worked with Dunhill Multi-Educational Centre to provide a 4 week “Tracing Your Family Tree” course in Dunhill. The course concluded on Monday 8th March and has been very successful. Given the demand for this course it is intended to run further courses in the future.

· Additional storage space for non-current records has been provided in the Courthouse and the Planning, Motor Tax, Finance, Environment and HR sections are currently preparing files for transfer to this storage.
Oifigeach Gaeilge

· Seachtain na Gaeilge 2010: Organised and supported an extensive programme of events countywide including quizzes, demonstrations, bingo and West Waterford leg of national circuit of Ireland relay run Rith 2010.
County Arts Office
· Preparations for a new Arts Plan are underway and submissions are being invited from members of the public, arts practitioners and other interested groups. 

· Waterford County Council’s Arts Grants Scheme 2010 is currently being advertised. 

· Arts in Education:  The Arts office in conjunction with the Waterford Festival of Architecture (formerly the John Roberts Festival) will be providing a schools based residency for an architect to work in two primary schools in Tramore.  

· Regional Arts Bursary 2010 announced to support an artist in any discipline from Co. Waterford for a residency at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre, the artists workplace in Annaghmakerrig. 

· The day to day operation of the Coastguard Station Arts and Culture Space in Tramore has been handed over the Community Forum under the direction of a Management Committee. A full exhibition programme is in place for 2010 and a number of community related events for Bealtaine, Heritage Week and the 100 year anniversary of the ICA have been confirmed. 

Heritage

· Notification of likely funding from Heritage Council  allocated to 2009 Heritage Plan projects confirmed. Five projects were approved as follows with a total funding allocation of €55,930.

Habitat Map of County Waterford-€15,430, Review of Tree Preservation Orders-€13,500, Management of four sites for Biodiversity-€15,000, Celebrate Heritage of Waterford for Heritage Week- €4,500, Publication of Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards Guidance-€7,500. Project briefs were prepared and three quotations invited for the Co. Habitat Map, TPO review and Biodiversity Enhancement Projects. 

Biodiversity

· Funding allocation notified from  Heritage Council for 1 project as follows;

Training on Invasive species for outdoor staff- This follows on from last year’s training programme and aims to train other staff who were unable to attend previous training on control and identification of Invasive Species. Training will be run in August of this year. 
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