Emergency Services Report 

Council Meeting 12th April 2010
Fire & Rescue Service

Staff:
Replacement Sub-Officers in Lismore and Kilmacthomas have been appointed. Garda clearance and medicals have been completed for recruits for Dungarvan, Dunmore East and Tramore. Garda clearance is due in coming the weeks for Kilmacthomas, Lismore, Ardmore and Tallow. Recruit training (in-house) for this full batch (10 recruits in all) will proceed once Garda clearance and medicals are over.
Stations and Fleet:

Approvals by DoEHLG to complete the purchase of the site and to proceed to tender for the construction of the new Kilmacthomas Fire Station are still awaited. Order placed on 26th October 2009 for one new Class B Water Tender in the sum of €301k for delivery in mid 2010.

Health and Safety:
The new Ancillary Safety Statement for Waterford County Fire and Rescue Service (January 2010) and the national Incident Command System (September 2009) are operating in Waterford County Fire and Rescue Service in a satisfactory manner. Training arrangements are progressing in conjunction with the Safety Adviser.
Operational Activity for 2010:

The new Fire and Emergency Plan under Section 26 of the Fire Services Act 1981 adopted at the March meeting of Council has been sent to the Minister
The volume of calls (all stations, first turnouts and assists) for 2010 up to 22nd March (12/52) is 228 which projects to 988 for the year. Despite the severe weather of January and the increase in mountain gorse fires in this dry March, the projection suggests a reduction of 6% from 2009 figures.
Building Control 2010
There is a further reduction in 2010 in income from Building Control work despite the new provisions of S! 351 of 2009 as set out below. Overall to date income is down by 56%. 

	
	 To 28/02/2010
	To 28/02/2009

	
	No.
	Value
	No.
	Value

	Fire Safety Certificates
	2
	617
	8
	11,673

	7 day Notices
	1
	417
	
	

	Regularization Certs
	1
	591
	
	

	Commencement Notices
	36
	1,470
	54
	2,220

	Disability Access Certs
	5
	4,000
	
	

	
	
	€6,095
	
	€13,893


Major Emergency Management:

An internal MEM training event for the Council’s Management Team takes place on 3rd March. A consolidated day of refresher training in May will refresh Information Management Officers (in the principal and supporting roles) and Media Liaison Officers. This will be primarily internal.
A half-day exercise in table-top or seminar format will take place in June for Controllers and Co-ordinators.

In late October 2010 Waterford County will host and lead a regional inter-agency exercise. The format is yet to be determined at regional level.

Development of sub-plans to the MEP is ongoing

Civil Defence:
A Cardiac First Responder casualty care class of 8 volunteers (full capacity) concluded in Kilmacthomas in February 2010 and in January 2010 a class commenced in Dungarvan for new Auxiliary Fire Service Members. An ‘Open Night’ took place on 9th March 2010 in Tramore to launch a new class meeting in the Riverstown Community Centre. The unit in Grange/Ardmore is also active and a core team of about 8 established CD instructors are supporting CD development well at present.
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