Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
February 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

 Economic 

· Construction of Dungarvan Enterprise Centre to be completed in 2010.  

· Udarás put plans for Enterprise Centre in An Rinn on hold due to the hold on their funding. 

· Promotional material has been prepared for former Glanbia site in Kilmeaden.  Target list devised.    

· Waterford County Council, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Waterford Institute of Technology advancing terms of reference for masterplan for the Waterford Knowledge Campus.  Memorandum of Understanding agreed.  Brief for Masterplan drafted, to be refined by WIT Architectural School.  

· Economic Plan being implemented by the County Council and the Economic Sub-Committee 

· Start Your Own Business seminar and book published and circulated. 

· Programmes advancing with the Chamber of Commerce in Dungarvan and Tramore. 

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Register of Property being completed. 

· Mercyhurst College Semester Welcome in March 2010. 

· Two international conferences agreed for Tramore and Dungarvan. 

Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· Date for Sean Kelly Tour 2010 event is Sunday 29th August. Online entry is now open at www.theseankellytour.com 
· New route for 2010 to include Tramore and Coast Road (details of exact route to be finalised).
· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Currently working on content and design of information boards.
· Examining development of Mountain Bike trails in conjunction with local interest groups and Coillte. 
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Public meetings to take place in Ballymacarbry and Rathgormack in February.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· Entry for John Treacy Classic, Villierstown is now open at www.thejohntreacyclassic.com Date for 2010 event is Sunday 16th May.
Food Tourism

· Planning is underway for the 2010 Festival of Food which will take place 16th to 18th April 2010.
· Launch will take place in Lismore Castle on 4th March.
· Strong continued support from all local sponsors for 2010 event.
B.
Social and Community Development

Social Inclusion 

· 2010 Social Inclusion Grant scheme: Scheme to be reviewed in February 2010. New scheme to be advertised in late March.
Playgrounds
· Continuing to support and work with playground committees around the county.
Pride of Place
· One entry to represent Co. Waterford in 2010. Nomination to be made before April. Judging will take place in June/July and awards will take place in Trim, Co. Meath in November.
Comhairle na nOg

· Comhairle made up of 20 young people meeting monthly to discuss issues affecting young people in Co. Waterford.
· 6 delegates have been nominated to represent Co. Waterford at Dáil na nÓg in Croke Park on March 5th.
Rural Transport Programme 2009

In the 12 months to the end of November 2009:

· Operated 3876 services, carrying 43,376 passengers, down on 2008 following a reduction in services arising from reduced funding 

· Budgets for 2010 from Dept. Transport and Dept. Family and Social Affairs confirmed at same level as in 2009 

· Deise Link will be reviewing services in light of the Department of Transport’s new strategy on Smarter Travel, focusing on the integration of public transport services 

C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries

· Following a successful collaboration in 2009, Waterford County Council Library Service and Fás are providing online courses free of charge to those who would like to improve their computer and administrative skills.  In addition to the basic skills classes which were offered in 2009, the Library Service is now offering more advanced courses for those who already have basic computing skills. These are suitable for independent e-learners, with the option of taking certified Microsoft Office and ECDL courses as well as FETAC accredited modules in Accounting, First Aid, Project Management, Book-Keeping and more. A number of information evenings will take place in both Tramore and Dungarvan Libraries during February.
· Members of the Tramore Library  Book Club appeared on the Book Review section of the “Afternoon Show” on RTE 1 last week.  In addition to the TV slot, there was a feature on Tramore Library and the 5 books clubs which are run by staff there. 
County Arts Office

· In association with Artlinks the Arts Office is developing a poetry course for the Spring to support Co. Waterford Writers. Also supporting a place for a Co. Waterford drama practitioner to attend Advanced Theatre Workshops at the new GB Shaw Theatre, Carlow during March.  

· National Molly Keane Memorial Creative Writing Award 2010 launched, short story entries currently being accepted, winner will be announced at the IMMRAMA Festival, Lismore in June. 

· Regional Arts Bursary 2010 announced to support an artist in any discipline from Co. Waterford for a residency at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre, the artists workplace in Annaghmakerrig. 

· New exhibitions installed at Old Market House Arts Centre, Dungarvan, gearing up for Waterford Festival of Food and the Mercyhurst College semester. 

· Working with the Co. Library service and the Community Forum on the usage of the Coastguard Station, Tramore. 

· Arts in Education – Liasing with the Festival of Architecture, Waterford (formerly the John Roberts Festival) with architecture as an artform to provide for a schools based residency in Tramore. 

· Supporting a Concert series of high quality musicians and singer songwriters to perform in the Town Hall, Dungarvan.  

· Ag cothú Tionól Cheoil na Rinne, sa Rinn. 
· Awaiting funding allocation from Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon for 2010.

Heritage

· Awaiting full confirmation from Heritage Council of funding for Heritage Plan Projects 2010 including; 

1. Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage guiding, Signage & Map boards, Facilitation of Comeragh Forum meetings,  Comeragh Mountains Website.

2. Signage on industrial heritage of Portlaw and Exhibition Panel on Freshwater Pearl Mussel for Portlaw Heritage Centre.

3. Training on Graveyard Recording 

4. Seminar on Demsene Landscapes

5. Events for Biodiversity and Heritage Week 

· Launch of the Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards Publication will be incorporated with proposed launch by Minister Gormley of a range of Environmental Initiatives –awaiting discussion by the Protocol Committee.

· Heritage Officer input is being provided to the following committees;

Comeragh Mountains Project Steering Group

Great Gardens of Waterford Committee

Tramore Tidy Towns Committee

Dungarvan Reunion –Cultural Heritage Committee

Dungarvan Food Festival- Wild Food Trail  

· 2010 is designated International Year of Biodiversity. A programme of events is currently being planned over the year including Bealtaine Festival of Outdoor Science on May 17th.
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