Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
October 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 
Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· The Sean Kelly Tour of Waterford attracted 4400 cyclists from all over Ireland and abroad and generated an estimated €3.5m for the local economy.

· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Design of information boards almost complete. Info boards to be erected by the end of the year.

· Continuing to liaise with Coillte and local interest groups re possibility of a Mountain Bike trail in the county.
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Comeragh Forum established. Next meeting to take place in Rathgormack Hiking Centre in late October. 
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website. Looped walks in Nire Valley under consideration.
· Consideration being given to major revamp of tourism and related websites to maximise benefit of social media
· Currently in the process of developing a programme with the Irish Film Board to promote Waterford as a film location
Food Tourism

· Festival of Food Committee have established a company limited by guarantee to oversee the organisation of future festivals which comprises of representatives from the existing committee, the wider community, elected members and officials of WCC. 
· Date for the 2011 Festival of Food 15th to 17th April.
Economic 

· Economic Plan being implemented by the County Council and the Economic Sub-Committee 

· Business Space Competition, 9 months free space in Dunhill, Cappoquin, Tallow, Lismore, Dungarvan and at the Innovation Centre at WIT.

· InterTrade Ireland hosting Go2Market helping business with public sector procurement on 9th and 16th November.

· Enterprise Ireland hosting CleanTech Conference in Dunhill on 7th October. 

· Newfoundland Emigrant Trail launched in Dungarvan in September.
· Food Innovation Competition launched €25,000 price supported by Waterford County Enterprise Board and An Bord Bia.

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Register of Property completed. 

· Awaiting result of Dungarvan Smarter Travel bid which was submitted on 30th April.  

· Kilmeaden Fields Task Group convening.

· Working with Tramore Chamber and Tramore Town Council to raise the profile of Tramore
· Dungarvan Reunion Weekend 23rd October 2010.
· Strategic Plan & Masterplan for Waterford Knowledge Campus advancing. 

B.
Social and Community Development

Pride of Place

· Two entries nominated to represented Co. Waterford in Pride of Place 2010-KGK Community Hall Committee and Kinsalebeg Community Group. Favourable comment received from judging panel. Award ceremony to take place in Trim, Co. Meath on 13th November.
Comhairle na nOg

· 2010 AGM due to take place on 15th October in Park Hotel, Dungarvan. New delegates will be nominated onto to this forum for young people aged between 12 and 18 years to progress issues which affect them in their local communities.

Rural Transport Programme 2010
· 36 services currently operated weekly across County

· 4 return services on Saturday, Tallow-Lismore-Dungarvan, commenced 2nd. October

· 2 return services on Friday, Tallow-Lismore-Dungarvan, commenced 1st. October

· Working with HSE Disability Services on potential synergies in transport delivery
· Dept. Transport currently conducting Audit of Rural Transport Programme
· Awaiting developments for Rural Transport Programme following establishment of National Transport Authority
· Report on piloted Local Integrated Transport Services, involving Rural Transport, HSE, Bus Eireann due in October
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
County Library Service

· The Space Hop Summer Reading Challenge: All participants and Prize winners of the Summer Reading Challenge were presented with prizes and certificates during September. 
· Wi-fi access for Dungarvan Library. This new service has proven very popular with registered members and will be available in Tramore Library from 5th October. 

· Fas elearning. Classes have now begun in Dungarvan and Tramore .This includes computer workshops for absolute beginners and e-Learning options for self-directed learners. All are free to library members. 
· Lismore Library Renovations. Structural work on the library has been completed. Painting is in progress with floor coverings and shelving to follow shortly. Plan to reopen the library in the coming weeks.

· Childrens Book Festival. The 20th Annual Children’s Book Festival will take place from 1st October and new stock is also being processed to meet demand during this time.
· Folklore Collection. Folklore Collector Michael Fortune’s “Festival of the Sea – Wexford, Waterford, Tipperary and Kilkenny” was screened in Dungarvan Library during the month of September. 
· Library Newsletter. The September issue of the Library Newsletter is now available.
· Schools Library Service. Primary school teachers throughout the county are once again availing of the novel supply service provided via Library HQ. Shared reading schemes are also up and running with schools borrowing large numbers of stock to assist in literacy development programmes throughout the classroom.

County Archive Service
· Successful visit by Newfoundland/Ireland Festival Attendees on Saturday 18th September from 3-5pm. 

· Attended Return to the Déise Meetings. Family History Talk to be held at 11am on Saturday 23rd October as part of the events. 

· Lismore Papers – work ongoing on completing listing of account books and financial vouchers. Draft Descriptive List slightly behind schedule for October but should be ready first week in November to be sent to Archivist in Chatsworth. 

· Gave maps digitised to date to GIS – met with GIS re: mapping public road information. Information from Grand Jury maps and contract books, roads files and Council Minute books not showing in official maps. 

· Training sessions on new Intranet commenced 20th September. Training ongoing – individual sessions. Staff from C&E and Finance invited to book training sessions through training calendar on Sharepoint. 

· Moving and setting up files on Sharepoint and setting up Non-current Files for F drive

· Received costs for Warehouse Storage for non-current records and sent recommendation. Developing 2011 budget figures for Records Centre. 

Oifigeach Gaeilge

· Tionól an Fhómhair 2010 (weekend Festival of lectures, events, workshops, concert etc in Irish) will take place in Ballyduff Upper from the 15-17 October. Programme has been printed and distributed and am working with the local committee on finalising details of the event itself. 

· Gradam Gnó na nDéise –scheme for businesses in Dungarvan and West Waterford who promote/use Irish in the course of their business. Free advertising being provided as sponsorship by the Dungarvan Leader and Dungarvan Observer. Gradam Gnó 2010/2011 was launched on Tuesday, 28 Sept as part of a Speed Networking event organised by West Waterford Chamber of Commerce. Good interest from businesses to date. Have recorded a news piece on this with Nuacht TG4, to be broadcast on Sunday, 10 October. 

County Arts Office

· Bursaries awarded for Dingle Writing Courses to two Co. Waterford writers.

· Riverstown Music Club, Tramore assisted with Music, Art & Drama Classes for young people for Autumn/Winter.

· Documentary on travel writer Dervla Murphy jointly commissioned by Waterford County Council and Mixed Bag Media accepted for Waterford Film Festival. 

· New contemporary dance project for east Waterford in association with Waterford City Council and Garter Lane Arts Centre is awarded €12,000 in match funding from the Arts Council’s Dancer in Residence Scheme. 

· Draft Arts Plan - on next SPC agenda.    

· Newfoundland/Co. Waterford exhibition ‘Balancing Act’ tours to Coastguard Station, Tramore. 

· Old Market House Arts Centre is currently installing Autumn exhibitions. 

· Quilting Project with Co. Waterford Travelers Support group re-starts after the summer break.

· Music Classes at Newport Day Centre, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Dungarvan commence in association with Waterford Healing Arts Trust for Autumn 2010.

Heritage
· Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage in the Comeraghs commenced on Wednesday September 22nd for 8 weeks in Rathgormack Hiking Centre. 36 people applied to attend the course.  A series of guided walks was organised for National Trails Day in Rathgormack on October 3rd and attended by over 60 people. Two of the course presenters led guided walks.

· Signage on Industrial and Natural Heritage of Portlaw. Work in progress on draft text for all three signs to be agreed with committee. 

· Training on Graveyard Recording: Workshops for Transition Year Students took place in Mean Scoil Ard Nicolas, An Rinn on Sept 14th and St. Declan’s Community College, Kilmacthomas Sept 13th.

· Seminar on Demesne Landscapes will take place in Lismore Castle on Thursday 14th October 2010.  Over 120 bookings have been received. The event was profiled in the weekender supplement to the Irish Examiner on October 2nd
· Events- An awareness stand on biodiversity was held during the Sea and Surf Festival in Tramore on September 25th.  A seaweed seminar and wildlife walk along the Cunnigar are included in the programme for the Return to the Déise Festival in Dungarvan on October 24th.

· Funding: Application for Heritage Plan projects for 2011 is to be submitted to the Heritage Council by 18th October. Separately the Heritage Council Grants scheme for the general public is open for application on-line from now until the 8th October.
Biodiversity 

· Further information has been submitted  by  the WIT Mammal Ecology Group for the  Biodiversity and Climate Change project application under INTERREG 3A- Waterford County Council  are  a partner. The project will focus on monitoring of mammal populations for baseline data in habitat mapping and assessing impacts of climate change on habitats and species along with encouraging wider participation by community groups and the general public in wildlife surveying.  A decision is expected in November.

