Environment Department

October Council Meeting Report 2010

Enforcement: 

· Routine Inspections under RMCEI Plan (Environment Inspection Plan) continued in September 2010.  

· All environmental complaints received to date have been or are currently under investigation. 753 Complaints in the area of Litter, Waste, Noise, Air & Odour have been investigated by Environmental Staff to date (5th October 2010). 

· 11 No. Section 55 Notices issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act. 

· 1 Section 18 Notice issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act.

· 2 Section 14 Notice issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act.

· 2 Certificate of Registrations & 2 Waste Facility Permits granted to date in 2010. Further 5 Applications under assessment. 

· Litter Enforcement Patrols continued in September in Tramore, Dunmore East, Clonea & Ardmore Beaches. Patrols took place in times of good weather and on festival weekends. Patrols were also factored into the day to day working week from Monday to Friday.

Packaging Regulations 

Waterford Co Co ‘s Environment Section is participating in a National Pilot Project under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 which came into effect on 31st March 2008. The Regulations impose obligations on all producers, including manufacturers, importers, distributors, wholesaler and retailers of packaging waste.  All participating premises were written to and inspections were completed by Enforcement Staff in accordance with the Pilot Scheme. A Final Report was issued to the DoEHLG in April 2010. We are currently awaiting feedback on the Pilot Scheme from the Department. 

Solvent Regulations

2 reviewed Solvent Certificates issued to Dry Cleaners to date in 2010

Food Waste Regulations

· Over 300 premises written to in June 2010 outlining their obligations under new Food Waste Regulations. Information leaflet and FAQ also placed on Council website and published in the Environment Notes of Local Press.

· 28 Exemption letters issued to date under Food Waste Regulations.

· Awareness campaign launched in September on foot of  funding received from DoEHLG
Historic Landfills

Portlaw:

· Approval granted from DoEHLG in October 2009 to undertake Exploratory & Tier Two Site Investigation on Historic Landfill in Portlaw as part of National Pilot Project. 

· Exploratory Investigation was completed in-house by Environment Staff and submitted to the DoEHLG in March 2010. Tier 2 Site Investigation was undertaken in Jan-May 2010 and report submitted to DoEHLG in July 2010. 

· Received funding notification from DoEHLG in August 2010 to proceed with Tier 3 Investigation and preparation of remediation plan. 

Lismore:

· Request for tenders issued in August 2010 to undertake with Tier 2 Site Investigation at Lismore historic landfill. Assessment of tenders currently being undertaken.

· Exploratory investigation was carried out in-house during September 2010. 

· Proposals to undertaken Tier 2 Site Investigation in October 2010. 

National Waste Database Statistics

Returns have been submitted by Environment Staff for the EPA National Waste Database in June 2010.

Environment Education & Awareness

Piltown Agriculture Show August 2010

Anti Litter Awareness campaign in conjunction with Environmental Education and Awareness Officers from the Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, South Tipperary, Waterford County Council and Waterford City Council. 
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A Fair-trade Hamper was part of the free draw which attracted over 2,000 customers to the Environmental Awareness Stall.
The EcoCert- Green Business 

Waterford County Council joined the EcoCert- The Environmental Support and Certification Scheme for Small Businesses in Ireland (Green Business Initiative) in August 2010. This is an EPA supported initiative which was launched at a series of Green Business Seminars during European Week of Waste Reduction in November 2009. It is designed to help SME’s businesses and other organisations to simultaneously reduce their costs and improve their environmental performance. The EcoCert scheme started as a pilot programme in partnership with Laois and Offaly County Councils, Waterford City Council, the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and environmental consultants Econcertive.  Two seminars are planned in November 2010, in Tramore and Dungarvan.
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 Green Schools Seminar
Waterford County Council and An Taisce are running a free seminar about the green schools programme.  The first session of the seminar will cater for schools that are new to the programme who wish to begin working on the green flag, or schools that are almost ready to make an application for their first green flag. The second session is aimed at schools that are due to renew their green flags who are working on the themes of energy or water. Details of the seminar are outlined below.

Date:   Thursday 14th October, 2010
Venue:  Council Chamber Waterford County Council Civic Offices Dungarvan
Session 1: 6:30pm – 7.30pm - How to Start the Green Schools Programme in your School and achieve the first Green-Flag
Session 2: 7:45pm – 9.00pm Awarded Green Schools – Ideas on how to implement the Energy/Water themes in your school and renew your Green-Flag.
Schools have been notified by letter and a press release is in this weeks edition of the local newspapers; Dungarvan Observer, Dungarvan Leader and News and Star (October 6th).

Don’t Rubbish our Heritage Competition a newspaper campaign on Anti –Litter Awareness and public display in foyer of Waterford County Council ran for 3 weeks. 

Entries total 44 (newspaper 13 and Council display 29, internet 2)

Waterford Energy Bureau

· Adamstown Wind Turbine Part 8 Public consultation completed, wind logging device to be installed in October to monitor wind speed for a 6-9 month period. 

· WEB have assisted Waterford Area Partnership in the role out of  the SEI funded “Warmer Homes Scheme” where residence of privately owned dwellings and in receipt of fuel allowance are eligible for free insulation upgrades including cavity wall insulation, attic insulation, CFL lighting and a lagging jacket. 

· Aspects of the WCC Climate Change Strategy being implemented by WEB.

· Energy Efficiency Plan for WCC vacant housing units completed and submitted to the Housing Department.

· Updated Hydro Electric Report on hydro electric potential on in coming main at Adamstown Treatment Plant complete, site is not viable for the installation of a micro turbine. 

· Energy Display Certification for both Local Authority Buildings above 1000 M2 completed. Civic Offices Dungarvan received an energy rating of “D2” and MRF received an energy rating of “D2”.

· Biofuel tank and fuel management system installation completed. Environment Department inspector’s vehicle now operating on Biodiesel mix, 10 further vehicles to be converted to biodiesel mixes by mid October.

· Funding application submitted to INTERREG for 3 bio-energy projects, which will proceed in 2011 subject to funding.

· WEB community related projects on going including display stands, exhibition attendance, circulation of information on grants & presentation’s to the general public / community groups.
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