Environment Department
September Council Meeting Report


Waste Collection Service 

Reminders have issued for All Star & Choice waste collection service customers for the period commencing 1st September. 
A newspaper information campaign was recently conducted to inform householders of the requirement to improve the quality of dry recyclables being presented for collection. 

Enforcement: 

· Routine Inspections under RMCEI Plan (Environment Inspection Plan) continued in July & August 2010.  

· Half Yearly Report on all inspections undertaken from Jan-June 2010 was issued to EPA on July 5th 2010

· All environmental complaints received to date have been or are currently under investigation. 621 Complaints in the area of Litter, Waste, Noise, Air & Odour have been investigated by Environmental Staff to date (18th August 2010). 

· 9 No. Section 55 Notices issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act. 

· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]1 Section 18 Notice issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act.

· 1 Section 14 Notice issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act.

· 1 Certificate of Registration& 1 Waste Facility Permit granted to date in 2010 

· Litter Enforcement Patrols continued in July & Aug and holiday weekends in Tramore, Dunmore East, Clonea &Ardmore Beaches. Patrols take place, where feasible, in times of good weather and on festival weekends. Patrols are also built into the day to day working week from Monday to Friday.

Packaging Regulations 

Waterford Co Co ‘s Environment Section is participating in a National Pilot Project under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 which came into effect on 31st March 2008. The Regulations impose obligations on all producers, including manufacturers, importers, distributors, wholesaler and retailers of packaging waste.  All participating premises were written to and inspections were completed by Enforcement Staff in accordance with the Pilot Scheme. A Final Report was issued to the DoEHLG in April 2010. We are currently awaiting feedback on the Pilot Scheme from the Department. 


Solvent Regulations

2 reviewed Solvent Certificates issued to Dry Cleaners to date in 2010


Tyre Regulations

Tyre inspections continued in July & August 2010 in accordance with the 2010 RMCEI Plan to ensure all retailers/ suppliers and tyre collectors have the correct authorisation and are registered under the Tyre Regulations. 

Food Waste Regulations

· Over 300 premises written to in June 2010 outlining their obligations under new Food Waste Regulations. Information leaflet and FAQ also placed on Council website and published in the Environment Notes of Local Press.

· 25 Exemption letters issued to date under Food Waste Regulations.

· Funding received from DoEHLG in July 2010 for educational & awareness projects to promote the Food Regulations in Co Waterford. 

Historic Landfills

Portlaw:
· Approval granted from DoEHLG in October 2009 to undertake Exploratory & Tier Two Site Investigation on Historic Landfill in Portlaw as part of National Pilot Project. 

· Exploratory Investigation was completed in-house by Environment Staff and submitted to the DoEHLG in March 2010. Tier 2 Site Investigation was undertaken in Jan-May 2010 and report submitted to DoEHLG in July 2010. 

· Received funding notification from DoEHLG in August 2010 to proceed with Tier 3 Investigation and preparation of remediation plan. 

Lismore:

· Request for tenders issued in August 2010 to undertake with Tier 2 Site Investigation at Lismore historic landfill. 

· Proposal to carryout works exploratory investigation in house   1st -10th September 2010. 

· Proposals to undertaken Tier 2 Site Investigation 10th-20th September. 


National Waste Database Statistics

Returns have been submitted by Environment Staff for the EPA National Waste Database in June 2010.

Environment Education & Awareness

Waterford County Council participated in an Anti-Litter awareness campaign which was recently held at the Piltown Agricultural Show. 
Recent newspaper articles published have dealt with uncontrolled burning, composting, water conservation, and heritage.
Staff have recently completed training in respect of Web Site maintenance. This will enable staff to update and change the content of the www.waterfordcoco.ie/ web site and will allow more accurate and timely information to be provided to the public.


Waterford Energy Bureau
· Adamstown Wind Turbine Part 8 Public consultation completed. Contract for the installation of a wind logging device and associated equipment will be awarded in the coming week.
· WEB are assisting Waterford Area Partnership in the role out of  the SEI funded “Warmer Homes Scheme” where residence of privately owned dwellings and in receipt of fuel allowance are eligible for housing upgrades including cavity wall insulation, attic insulation, CFL lighting and a lagging jacket. It is expected that the scheme will be rolled out in Waterford during September with each installation being installed free of charge
· Performance indicator of Waterford County Council “CO2” emissions is completed and submitted to CCMA.
· Energy Efficiency Plan for WCC vacant housing units completed and submitted to the Housing Department.
· Updated Hydro Electric Report on hydro electric potential on in coming main at Adamstown Treatment Plant complete. Further data being recorded at the site. 
· Energy Display Certification for both Local Authority Buildings above 1000 M2 completed. Civic Offices Dungarvan received an energy rating of “D2” and MRF received an energy rating of “D2”.
· Biofuel tank and fuel management system installation completed. Pilot vehicle being operated on 100% biodiesel. Environment Department inspector’s vehicle now operating on Biodiesel mix.
· FAS Carbon Management and assessment course has been completed.
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