Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
September 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 
Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· The Sean Kelly Tour of Waterford took place on the weekend 28th/29th August and was a huge success. Over 3700 cyclists participated on Sunday 29th and almost 700 took part in the Kelly Ten family cycle on Saturday 28th. 400 volunteers assisted in the organisation of the event countywide.

· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Design of information boards almost complete. Info boards to be erected summer 2010.

· Continuing to liaise with Coillte and local interest groups re possibility of a Mountain Bike trail in the county.
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Comeragh Forum established. Next meeting to take place in Rathgormack Hiking Centre in October. Agenda item to include examining the organisations represented on the Forum.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website. Launch of Waterford Trails to take place in late October early November.
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· Currently in the process of developing a programme with the Irish Film Board to promote Waterford as a film location
· Most successful Immrama Festival of Travel Writing to date took place June 10th – 13th. The event has received a significant amount of national and international media attention this year. Attendances up at all events.
Food Tourism

· Festival of Food Committee have established a company limited by guarantee to oversee the organization of future festivals which comprises of representatives from the existing committee, the wider community, elected members and officials of WCC. 
· Date for the 2011 Festival of Food 15th to 17th April.
Economic 

· Economic Plan being implemented by the County Council and the Economic Sub-Committee 

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Register of Property being completed. 

· Awaiting result of Dungarvan Smarter Travel bid which was submitted on 30th April.  

· Kilmeaden Fields Task Group convening.

· Working with Tramore Chamber and Tramore Town Council to raise the profile of Tramore-September 2010.

· Continuing work with Dungarvan & West Waterford Chamber to raise profile of Dungarvan.

· Mercyhurst Semester to Dungarvan March – May 2011 confirmed.

· Mercyhurst Conference July 2010 attracted 175 key decision makers from 16 countries to Dungarvan.

· Strategic Plan & Masterplan for Waterford Knowledge Campus advancing. 

· Scheduling meetings with embassies and commercial attaches to improve international links.
· Waterford Airport Strategic Group convened.
B.
Social and Community Development

Pride of Place

· Two entries nominated to represented Co. Waterford in Pride of Place 2010-KGK Community Hall Committee and Kinsalebeg Community Group. Favourable comment received from judging panel. Award ceremony to take place in Trim, Co. Meath on 13th November.
Comhairle na nOg

· New funding application has been made for Comhairle na nÓg development fund 2010 to 2011.

· 2010 AMG due to take place in late October.

Rural Transport Programme 2010
· AGM held on 26th. April. Cllr. M Greene remains as Chairperson, Cllr J Tobin Vice Chair.

· Tender documents forwarded to JP Gordon &Co., Solicitors following F.O.I. request
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
· Revised opening hours for Kilmacthomas Library with effect from Sept 1st.

· The Space Hop Summer Reading Challenge for Children was very successful and was held in all our libraries during the summer encouraging children to keep reading by having a small challenge of reading six books over the summer with medals and certificates as prizes etc.  
· Monthly Online Library Newsletter launched.   Sign up on line or at your local library.

· New early years learning material for parents.  A new set of early years learning support materials has been launched in Tramore and Dungarvan to provide assistance to parents of preschool children.
· Dungarvan Central Library has a new, upgraded Wi-Fi service for registered members. New Wi-Fi services are coming soon to Tramore and Lismore
· Fas elearning. Enrolment is now taking place for September courses in Dungarvan and Tramore (Lismore in October).
· Parish Registers for Diocese of Waterford & Lismore. Waterford County Library has recently acquired microfilm of Parish Registers for the Diocese of Waterford & Lismore from the National Library and will be available from the 5th October. 
· Library events for Heritage Week (21st - 29th August) include a Spinning Demonstration in Dungarvan Library, a showcasing of Online Local Heritage Services throughout the county as well as an exhibition on Native Trees & Forests of Ireland in Dungarvan. 

· Lismore Library Renovations. Work is continuing on the restoration of Lismore Library. Following the completion of the required drying period for conservation grade lime mortar, work will soon begin on internal re-decoration including painting and floor coverings. It is hoped that the library will be re-opened to the public within the next 6-8 weeks. 
County Archive Service
· Very successful Heritage Week event for Waterford Federation ICA for 100 year anniversary at Tramore Coastguard Station 21st and 22nd August and successful talk at Portlaw Heritage Centre 24th August. 

· Arranged Family History evening talks with Dunhill Multi-Education Centre Wednesday 22nd September 7pm for 4 weeks and with Cappoquin Community Centre from Tuesday 19th October 7pm for 4 weeks

· Lismore Papers – completing listing of account books and financial vouchers. Draft Descriptive List currently on schedule for end of October when it will be sent to the archivist in Chatsworth for discussion re: closure and access. 

· Training sessions on new Intranet to commence 3rd week in September with Management Team and C&E staff. 

· Transferring relevant documents from Document Library of Old Intranet to Organisation Wide Documents on Intranet. 

· Sent letters requesting costs for Warehouse Storage for non-current records to 4 expressions of interest, following site visits. 

Oifigeach Gaeilge

· Heritage Week – two successful events organised in Tramore, in conjunction with Freedom Surf School. Surf lessons ‘as Gaeilge’ and an Ecology Talk on Rockpools with Éanna Ní Lamhna.

· Coiste Logainmneacha (Placenames Committee) – working with local residents of a Council Estate in Fourmilewater on the naming of their estate.

· Tionól an Fhómhair 2010 (weekend Festival of lectures, events, workshops, concert etc in Irish) will take place in Ballyduff Upper from the 15-17 October. Programme is currently being finalised and expect to distribute it within the next fortnight. 

· Gradam Gnó na nDéise – work has begun on the further development of this awards scheme for businesses in Dungarvan and West Waterford who promote/use Irish in the course of their business (in conjunction with the West Waterford Chamber of Commerce). WCC Irish Officer, and the Language Manager from the Gaeltacht area will work with businesses during the winter months, with winners to be announced in April 2011. The Dungarvan Leader and Observer are sponsoring prizes.
County Arts Office
· Bursaries awarded for O’ Regan Arts Bursary and Drama League of Ireland Summer School. 

·  Decisions pending on Dingle Writing Course bursaries.

· Music classes completed by Riverstown Music Club, Tramore with summer music projects for young people. Coiste Forbartha an tSean Phobail supported with their usage of Teach an Sagart for art exhibition weekends over the summer months.

· New documentary on travel writer Dervla Murphy jointly commissioned by Waterford County Council and Mixed Bag Media being submitted for the Film Festival circuit. 

· New contemporary dance project for East Waterford being investigated. 

· Successful inaugural writers retreat week held in Molly Keane’s house in Ardmore with support of Arts Office. Liaising with Tourism Officer to evaluate how it may be developed for future use. 

· Work continues on Draft new Arts Plan - on next SPC agenda.    

· Exhibitions involving Newfoundland and Co. Waterford artists installed in Old Market House Arts Centre, Dungarvan on a biodiversity theme.

· Heritage based photography exhibition on show in Coastguard Station until early October. 

Heritage
· Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage in the Comeraghs will commence on Wednesday September 22nd for 8 weeks in Rathgormack Hiking Centre. 25 people have applied to attend the course.  A series of guided walks is being planned for National Trails Day in Rathgormack on October 3rd.

· Signage on Industrial and Natural Heritage of Portlaw. Work in progress on draft text for all three signs to be agreed with committee. 

· Training on Graveyard Recording: Workshops  for Transition Year Students will take place in Mean Scoil Ard Nicolas, An Rinn on Sept 14th and St. Declan’s Community College, Kilmacthomas Sept 13th.

· Seminar on Demesne Landscapes will take place in Lismore Castle on Thursday 14th October 2010. 
· Heritage Week:  A great attendance was reported at all events county wide helped by the good weather.

· Events- heritage events  are being organised for the Sea and Surf Festival  in Tramore on September 25th and for the Return to the Déise Festival in Dungarvan on October 24th.

· Funding. Application for Heritage Plan projects for 2011 is to be submitted to the Heritage Council by 18th October. Separately the Heritage Council Grants scheme for the general public is  open for application on-line from now until the 8th October


Biodiversity 

· Further information has been submitted  by  the WIT Mammal Ecology Group for the  Biodiversity and Climate Change project application under INTERREG 3A- Waterford County Council  are  a partner. The project will focus on monitoring of mammal populations for baseline data in habitat mapping and assessing impacts of climate change on habitats and species along with encouraging wider participation by community groups and the general public in wildlife surveying.  A decision is expected in November.

